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In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Merciful

Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds, and blessings and peace be
upon our Master Muhammad (may Allah bless him and grant him peace),
who was sent as a mercy to the worlds, his good and pure family, his
close companions, and those who followed them in kindness until the
Day of Judgment.

| am pleased at the beginning of the (sixty-fifth) issue, which is the
first issue in which I am writing my speech to prove the date of receiving
the tasks of the International Journal of (Sura Man Ra’a), complementing
the path of the former editors-in-chief, seeking to maintain its position
among the refereed scientific journals, by publishing sober scientific
research and studies, stressing the sobriety of those studies and research,
in terms of quantity and quality, for advancement and progress in
strengthening the scientific research path

And from the grace of Allah we have to coincide with the issuance
of this issue with the beginning of the month of light, the month of Rabi
al-Awwal of the Hijri year 1442, a month in which the birth
commemorates the birth of our master Muhammad (may Allah bless him
and grant him peace), the mercy bestowed, the owner of the great creation

that our Lord urged us to imitate and take A good example. Allah said (

indeed, in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad L. «Js 4l L) you have

a good example to follow, for him who hopes for ( the Meeting with)
Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much)

From this scientific platform, it must be recalled that Allah Almighty
mentioned knowledge and scholars in many areas of His ayas and raised
them in degrees of merit, each according to the amount of knowledge he

possesses in terms of knowledge, behavior and work. Almighty Allah



said ( Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who
have been granted knowledge. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what
you do).

The papers of this issue came to deal with the various human
sciences (Arabic language, Sharia sciences (jurisprudence and its origins,
and belief), philosophy, geography, history, and law, in addition to the
English and Russian languages. .

Some researches that dealt with the reality of societies emerged,
including a study of mechanisms for advancing the status of Iragi women
in the affected areas, and the research (legal controls for transplantation
and transplantation of human organs between neighborhoods - a study in
light of the Algerian legislation) was present in this issue.

In conclusion, it must be said that the editorial board is determined
to keep pace with the development of the journals in a manner befitting
its reputation and international standing.

| ask Almighty Allah to protect us and protect researchers from

mistakes, and to benefit them.

Prof. Dr. Ihssan Taha Yassin
Editor
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Abstract

In addition to being a means of communication, news media represent a
platform for broadcasting events, actions, activities and many more issues that
occur throughout the world. News media could be visual (TV, mobile
applications, videos), aural (radio), print (newspaper, magazine), and online
(news websites). Therefore, people can know more about events happening
everywhere via these media. With the availability of such means, it becomes
easy to collect information, read, and analyze these events. However, these
media differ from each other not only in type but also the way of news coverage.
In this regard, some media do their best in order to make their coverage more
effective, preferable and comprehensive through the use of figurative speech,
real pictures, comics or even caricature. As the world witnesses the severest
economic crisis due to the unexpected spread of corona virus (covid-19), this
study aims at studying how this crisis is depicted in newspaper through using
caricature art. To achieve this objective, a sample of six caricatures was
collected to be analyzed via employing manual image analysis method. The
study found that caricature is an effective means of depiction where certain
prominent characteristics are exaggerated with the purpose of creating a comic

or ridiculous effect.
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Introduction

The essence of the news media has changed; therefore, their discourse has
moved beyond the surface level of the language structure. Thus, news articles in
newspapers can be analyzed to disclose the underlying intentions hidden behind
their discursive construction (Sadeghi, Hassani, & Jalali, 2014). Newspapers
occupy an important role in any modern society since they address its political,
social, economic issues. Newspaper is described as a means of “shaping public
opinion and policy” (Haque & Sheikh, 1993, 1) as well as an essential source of
information (Njeze, 2013). It widens the range of public topics, events and
issues their readers are familiar with (Schoenbach, 2005). As for Mehta (2010),
newspapers provide a deep analysis for an issue. The newspaper discourse in all

its varied types is considered to be a resource for language and image analysis.

In this concern, journalists attempt to highlight certain events via using
illustrations and drawings represented by comics and caricatures. Caricature is
defined as "a symbol that exaggerates individuating characteristics of its
subject” (Perkins, 1975, 1). Also, Sarigiil (2009, 3) defines it as "a line art which
has judgmental and critical content; intended to address a specific problem with
exaggerated drawings". On the other hand, it is defined as "the art of drawing
‘funny”’ faces and forms" (Holbo, 2016, 368). People believe that a picture is
worth a thousand words, and caricatures have traditionally been a devastating
method of cutting the powerful and the proud down to size. As different from
other genres of visual communication, caricature is intended to send humoristic
and satirical messages; which are pointing the lacking parts in a society. As
painter Abidin Dino stated (as cited in Sarigil, 2009, 3), “as a weapon,
caricature is much stronger than a poem or a painting. In order to reach masses,
it should be realized that caricature is the shortcut in order to say something”.

Caricature is fierce, offensive, rebellious and destructive. So, it can be presented
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in different ways based on the significance of events or figures it represents as

well as the cartoonist's style in representing the intended message.

To understand the meaning of caricature, it should be analyzed critically
using any method of image analysis. "Image analysis is used as a fundamental
tool for recognizing, differentiating, and quantifying diverse types of images".
Currently, it becomes increasingly important and widespread because it is more
useful, rapid and cost effective (Mendoza & Lu, 2015, 9). Image can be
interpreted and analyzed either manually, i.e., by a human interpreter, or
computationally, i.e., processed by computer. In this paper, the manual image
analysis is used to identify and interpret the characteristics found in caricatures

under study as they do not require image processing via computer.

The importance of this study lies in that it highlights the effectiveness of
other forms of communication on understanding of hidden meanings intended
by the addressor. Also, it improves readers' mental thinking and helps them to be
creative in interpreting visual objects. Moreover, this study emphasizes the
prevalent belief that says a picture is worth a thousand words. In other words,
picture can express more than one thing depending on the individual's style and

way of thinking.
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Literature Review

The current trend of researchers in linguistics in general and applied
linguistics in particular has changed from the surface structure to the deep
structure of language in use. As it is known, language is a means of
communication. It is defined as “a set of symbols shared by a community to
communicate meaning and experience” (Jandt, 2004, 147). The word "symbols"
denotes different meanings as it can refer to sign, figure or character. This
reflects that language is not only spoken or written, but also visual and aural.
Thus, it can be studied in any form of communication. Hence, the relationship
between sign and meaning is the main subject matter of semiotics. As a field of
Applied Linguistics, any verbal or nonverbal sign that communicates a message
Is dealt with within semiotics. Semiotics focuses on non-verbal communication
(signs). Caricatures are one of those genres that communicate ideas with
exaggeration and in an abnormal way. They contain some peculiar styles for
communication. The caricaturist uses his unique/ idiosyncratic style to present
the familiar ideas in an unfamiliar way to increase audience perception of the
targeted phenomena (Jaashan, 2019). Caricature represents the visual form of
language use in communication. It is a term derived from the Vulgar Latin word
carricare, the Italian word caricatura meaning “act of loading, burdening, or
exaggerating” and that is derived from the Gaul word karros meaning “cart.”
Caricatures are a genre of drawings, cartoons, and prints that include images of
human faces and physiques that are grossly distorted and exaggerated for the
purposes of a satirical or comic effect. The humor associated with caricature is
satire, biting witticism, parody, and sarcasm and whose functions are to
influence public perception about public figures or social, economic, and
political events and issues (Attardo, 2014, 103).
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For Brennan (1985, 170), caricature is "a graphical coding of facial features
that seeks paradoxically to be more like a face than the face itself. It... amplifies
perceptually significant information while reducing less relevant details. The
resulting distortion satisfies the beholder’s mental model of what is unique about
a particular face". Caricature is used to express different issues in an
exaggerated way. Exaggeration takes attention of the audience with an absurd
situation and addresses the problem which it is supposed to. As all the
communication media do, caricature carries a message from addresser to
addressee (Sanigiil, 2009, 3). Consistent with Rhodes (1996), in some cases, the
ability of the human mind to interpret and understand exaggerated drawings
better than photography “raises an even more intriguing possibility. If drawings
can be interpreted as externalizations of mental representations, then those
representations might themselves be caricatured. If so, then caricatures would be
effective because they match the memory representations better than undistorted

images!”

Sarigiil (2009) mentions four techniques used in the art of caricature,
namely, reversing, contrast, assimilation and intertextuality. In reversing,
caricature is about taking a well-known situation or an item and reversing it to
achieve a humoristic sense, e.g., reversing the television with the brain. Contrast
Is based on using number or size contrast for boosting the meaning, e.g., thin
and fat. The third technique is assimilating a situation in order to load the
property of the thing, which is addressed. Finally, intertextuality is based on

creating a new meaning by referring to existing texts and contexts.

Research Method

As this study aims at identifying how the current economic crisis is
depicted in newspaper through using caricature, a critical manual image analysis

method is used to analyse its data. Data of this study is represented by (6)
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caricatures collected from an Arabic newspaper called Al-Roeya issued in
United Arab Emirates, which is an online and print newspaper. The topic of
these caricatures is on the relation between the decline in the world economy
and the spread of corona virus during the period from January 2020-May 2020.
These caricatures are analyzed critically to determine their effectiveness in

covering the intended message behind them.
Resulls and Discussion

As it is known, news media use various means to cover the events
happening throughout the world. Among these means is the depiction of certain
Issues using caricature to attract the attention of audience. Therefore, it is
important to analyze the caricature to determine its effectiveness in denoting the
intended meaning for which it is created. In this section, the data represented by
(6) caricatures collected from Al-Roeya newspaper on the relationship between
the decline in world economy and corona virus are analyzed critically using

image analysis method.

Caricature 1: The terrible Chinese gift to the world in 2020
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This caricature is created with the very beginning of discovering corona
virus in Wuhan city in China. In this caricature, reversing technique is employed
whereby corona virus is drawn as a terrible gift presented to the world, which is
drawn as a man wearing a suit and carrying the gift of the New Year, by China
whose flag is drawn on the box of this gift. When examining this caricature, it
can be observed that it denotes that a terrible event occurs in the world with the
beginning of the New Year 2020. This is demonstrated in the facial expression
drawn on the world map. Here, the eyes and the mouth of this man are fully

open reflecting a feeling of fear.

Caricature 2: corona meteor enters the earth's atmosphere

Here, the reversing technique is used again where the terrible gift shown in
caricature (1) becomes a meteor entering the earth's atmosphere. Hence, meteor
is a small body of matter from the outer space that enters the earth's atmosphere,
appearing as a streak of light. This reflects that corona is a pandemic that is
prevalent over the world. But when looking at this caricature, it is observed that
the direction of this pandemic is towards the American continents not china.
This predicts its spread to the other side of the world; so, it is travelling from

place to another regardless of the distance between these places.
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Caricature 3: decline in the oil balance as a result of corona virus

The technique employed in this caricature is contrast in size. With the
increasing number of patients infected with corona virus worldwide, all states
decide to impose obligatory curfew on everything including travelling,
importing and exporting. This has led to stop the export and import of oil
worldwide and hence the emergence of the global economic crisis. As illustrated
by this caricature, corona virus drawn as a fat man wearing a suit outweighs the
oil exports drawn as a thin man wearing a suit. This indicates that this disease
becomes a heavy burden imposed on the world economy in general and oil in

particular.
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Caricature 4: oil becomes a boxing bag for corona virus

Also, this caricature employs the reversing technique, showing the power
of corona virus, which is drawn as a boxer, over oil, which is represented by a
boxing bag. Thus, oil becomes a means of training to increase the power of
corona, which in turn foils attempts of recovery. This demonstrates the
dominance of corona virus over oil and indicates the close relationship between

the decline in world economy and corona virus.

Caricature 5: the world is walking on a minefield
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Similarly, the reversing technique is employed in this caricature which
shows the peak of corona virus disaster occurring worldwide. Here, corona virus
Is drawn as bombs, which are starting to explode, and the world as a man with a
frown and sweating face wearing a suit. This reflects that the world is suffering

from a huge disaster that may end with its destruction.

Caricature 6: corona virus and food crisis

Finally, the reversing technique is used in this caricature which represents
another form of economic crisis, namely, food crisis. In fact, corona virus has
obstructed means of having adequate standard of living including paid work
whereby many families gain their daily sustenance. This issue is demonstrated
by this caricature where corona virus is represented by water stream and the
world as a frown man sitting on a sandwich representing his lifeboat. It can be

said that corona virus has disabled all forms of life.

Based on the interpretations illustrating the caricatures under study, the
cartoonist relies much on the reversing technique in the art of caricature; in
addition to using the contrast in size. This indicates that these two techniques are

often used to depict the events in newspapers. This is consistent with results of
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Attardo (2014), Jaashan (2019) and Sarigiil (2009) who found that reversing is
used to depict political figures and other events in an exaggerated way. Though
it is agreed that caricature is used to make a sense of humor and satire, it can be
used to highlight different social, economic and political issues effectively based
on the style and viewpoint of cartoonist. Caricature can make the event
concerned more important, funny, insignificant ...etc. depending on how it is
represented or drawn. Consequently, caricature is as important and effective as
the word if not more than it in representing the economic crisis and its relevant

issues.
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Conclusion

This study focuses on the role played by caricature in covering the intended
message behind its drawing. It is found that caricature is an effective means of
expression and events depiction. It is created using two common techniques,
namely, reversing and contrast in size. It makes the interpretation of issues
easier for the reader by using forms and figures they are familiar with.
Therefore, caricature is an effective and humorous means of depiction where
certain prominent characteristics are exaggerated with the purpose of creating a

comic or ridiculous effect.
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