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In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Merciful

Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds, and blessings and peace be
upon our Master Muhammad (may Allah bless him and grant him peace),
who was sent as a mercy to the worlds, his good and pure family, his
close companions, and those who followed them in kindness until the
Day of Judgment.

| am pleased at the beginning of the (sixty-fifth) issue, which is the
first issue in which I am writing my speech to prove the date of receiving
the tasks of the International Journal of (Sura Man Ra’a), complementing
the path of the former editors-in-chief, seeking to maintain its position
among the refereed scientific journals, by publishing sober scientific
research and studies, stressing the sobriety of those studies and research,
in terms of quantity and quality, for advancement and progress in
strengthening the scientific research path

And from the grace of Allah we have to coincide with the issuance
of this issue with the beginning of the month of light, the month of Rabi
al-Awwal of the Hijri year 1442, a month in which the birth
commemorates the birth of our master Muhammad (may Allah bless him
and grant him peace), the mercy bestowed, the owner of the great creation

that our Lord urged us to imitate and take A good example. Allah said (

indeed, in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad L. «Js 4l L) you have

a good example to follow, for him who hopes for ( the Meeting with)
Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much)

From this scientific platform, it must be recalled that Allah Almighty
mentioned knowledge and scholars in many areas of His ayas and raised
them in degrees of merit, each according to the amount of knowledge he

possesses in terms of knowledge, behavior and work. Almighty Allah



said ( Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who
have been granted knowledge. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what
you do).

The papers of this issue came to deal with the various human
sciences (Arabic language, Sharia sciences (jurisprudence and its origins,
and belief), philosophy, geography, history, and law, in addition to the
English and Russian languages. .

Some researches that dealt with the reality of societies emerged,
including a study of mechanisms for advancing the status of Iragi women
in the affected areas, and the research (legal controls for transplantation
and transplantation of human organs between neighborhoods - a study in
light of the Algerian legislation) was present in this issue.

In conclusion, it must be said that the editorial board is determined
to keep pace with the development of the journals in a manner befitting
its reputation and international standing.

| ask Almighty Allah to protect us and protect researchers from

mistakes, and to benefit them.

Prof. Dr. Ihssan Taha Yassin
Editor
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Abstract

The issues of morality and justice is receiving considerable attention recently
especially with the formation of modern social justice theories and the
increasing public awareness of such issues. The Visit, originally written in 1956,
remains one of Friedrich Durrenmatt's most relevant plays, and many of the
social and moral issues it raises are still applicable to the cotemporary modern
society. This paper attempts to analyze the characters' response to injustice by
the use of a rather new theory of justice called Fairness theory and connect it to
the deontic response. This theory denotes that people seek justice in times of
unFairness. In order for them to seek justice they have to identify a wrongdoer
and somebody who can be held morally accountable. This paper will shed light
on this relationship between injustice and moral accountability by analyzing the
actions of Claire and Ill and also the town people to some extent as they are all
entangled insidiously in the injustice scheme in the play. Moreover, as the
writer shows injustice and seeking revenge are direct results of moral corruption
and lack of moral accountability. The desire for justice creates an emotional

response that due to corruption may lead to more unjust actions.

Key words: Fairness theory, deontic response, Dirrenmatt, injustice, moral

accountability
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General Overview

The Swiss, German-speaking, Friedrich Durrenmatt (1921-1990) was one of
the most important European writers who wrote about human nature after the
Second World War. Durrenmatt has been largely neglected in the English-
speaking world, except for some of his works such as his best-known play, The
Visit,

The Visit was premiered in Zurich in 1956, and produced in England and
America over the next two years, then it continued to be regularly staged around
the world. Durrenmatt's oeuvre delivers the distinctive character of his work and
his personality which is "deeply pessimistic, fiendishly comic, keenly astute,
unreservedly experimental” (Benjamin, 2007). Durrenmatt called The Visit a
‘tragicomedy’ which reflected his view about the hero of the play "as a tragic
figure who is killed by fate, but a fate constructed by fatal human flaws -

especially greed - and not a divine classical fate™ (Northcott, 2006).

Durrenmatt's recurrent theme that appears in almost all his works is the idea
of justice or lack of it. The Visit reflects Durrenmatt's opinion on injustice from
the very beginning till the end. In studying his plays or statements about human
nature, one can discover an obvious message that urges the audiences or the
readers to question their individual understanding of right and wrong, and how
this understanding can be affected by the will of society. In other words, The

Visit depicts a situation that challenges the readers’ moral understanding.

Durrenmatt believes that the writer needs to draw a conclusion rather than to
simply offer a solution to society's problems; a writer should diagnose the
problems and present the conflict without suggesting solutions, letting the
readers decide for themselves. In an interview with Violet Ketels, Durrenmatt

states: "l can force no individual into any way. The individual must find the
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answer himself. I can only be something of a midwife" (Kerima, A. & Hamid,
R.A., 2010, p.2).

So how does Durrenmatt make us face this problem of morality and justice in
The Visit? What is the play’s main character, Clair’s response to injustice and
the moral codes of the townspeople? This play presents different questions and
by the end of the play, we find ourselves asking the same questions as to how
we respond to wrongdoings, and whatever answer we may provide for the last
question may exonerate Claire or the townspeople of their sin or justify their
actions. This paper attempts to answer such questions by the use of a rather new

theory of justice called Fairness theory and connect it to the deontic response.

Tﬁem”y of Yustice and Response to Unjust actions

Assigning of blame is the main idea in the Fairness theory. Essentially when
someone is mistreated, they identify a wrongdoer to blame and hold another
person responsible for their situation. Thus, moral accountability and how
people define it are the focus of this theory. Folger and Cropanzano (2001, p.5)
opine that for us to be able to hold someone accountable for a wrongdoing, we
have to decide if the harm or injury violates "ethical principals of social conduct,

discretionary conduct and moral transgression.”

When a person analyzes the situation, they mentally look for factors that help
them to decide by relying on their own feelings and thoughts and interpretations.
They try to evaluate or judge what their life would be like if this event had not
happened to them (Roese & Olsen, 1995). First, they imagine what an
alternative situation would have been like — namely, what would happen and
how their life would turn out if not for the harm they received. Second, the
“discretionary conduct refers to the actions of the other person and the

possibility that their choices could have made the scenario different.” This
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means that the victim tries to imagine, what could have happened; they seek an
alternative reality in which life could have been different if the harm doer had
not acted the way they had acted. Third, judging a person’s conduct based on
ethical standards implies the contrast between what was done and what should
have been done™ which means victim is aware that the wrong doer has broken
social norms of Fairness and justice. They create different and alternative
scenarios in their mind and in a way ‘‘each of the three central judgments in
Fairness theory is decided by comparing reality with the corresponding aspect of
a counterfactual scenario” (Folger& Cropanzano, 2001, p. 6). So, would, could,
and should judgments are the core of accountability act. If we could ascertain
that the harm doer would have acted differently and could have done so, and he
should have done so according to moral principles of the society or the person,
then that person is guilty of that crime in our eyes, and we seek justice to avert
the sense of injustice and wrong. When the victim asks what would have
happened in their life if this harm hadn’t happened and could the harm doer have
done something different and should have acted differently, this generates a
feeling. This feelings tells the victim that an injustice had occurred that violated
the moral codes of the society and in addition to this, the wrong doer(s) had
control over doing it and still chose to do so and they should be held accountable

for the wrongdoing.

This way of approaching injustice is also shared by some versions of social
exchange theory hold that "Fairness is a social norm that prescribes just
treatment as a moral principle” (Blau, 1986, p. 157). If the moral and social
norms are violated, the victim might feel exploited and oppressed. In turn, this
may lead to a "desire to retaliate ... [which] may well become an end-in-itself in
the pursuit of which people ignore other considerations” (Blau, 1986, p. 229).

This intrinsic desire for justice can create a motivation to punish the transgressor
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for ““ the anger, the bitterness, the fears, the helplessness” (Bies & Tripp, 2002,

p.203) trigger the person toward action.

This process of interpretation and the desire for justice generates an
emotional response. The Fairness theory considers this emotion as the main
trigger in response to injustice. This response to injustice and searching for
justice can be explained through the deontic response or approach. Some
scholars also used the word deontic theory but since this paper has used the
original source which has discussed this approach in detail by using the term

"deontic response”, we keep it as such.

In this paper, we show that the 5 attributes of a deontic response to
injustice can be traced to a varying extent in what Claire does. The deontic
response argues that the response to unjust and transgression usually has five
characteristics. First, the response almost always is automatic and “occur in an
unconscious and heuristic-like fashion”. Second, it is not always in the
economic interest of the victim to seek justice, meaning the victim may overlook
any economic disadvantages. Third, the punishment is usually an end in itself,
and the retribution may be the goal itself and not reversing the situation or
upholding justice or compensation or deterrence. Fourth, the response may
provide room for reconciliation if both parties come to agree to that, and lastly,
and more importantly, this response to injustice is driven by emotions (Folger, et
al, 2005). In the play, Claire clearly saw herself entitled to her long-awaited
revenge because most of all her trust in her lover was betrayed by none other
than the lover himself. Bies and Tripp (1995) point out “the need for revenge
after unfair treatment that violates trust.” (cited in Folger, et al, 2005, p. 224)
This area analyzes Claire’s action in the light of the Fairness theory and deontic

response to injustice.
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The play The Visit offers a rare opportunity in literature to examine the nature
of the response to injustice, what others may call seeking revenge. While
seeking revenge and seeking justice are not synonymous, they certainly overlap.
One reason for this tangled relationship, this paper argues that not only justice is
not served by the society of the legal system but these two have a hand in
inflicting the injustice on the victim due to corruption of moral values. All
features of the deontic response to injustice can be seen here, specially revenge
become its own end. In addition to this, this research links corruption to injustice

and immoral actions as consequences.

This play can be analyzed based on injustice and its consequences more aptly
than that of justice since we are faced with a dilemma; if justice can only be
achieved through another injustice, who can be held accountable as the criminal
at the end? Robinson Jeffers once penned a line in his poem as “corruption has
never been compulsory.” However, individuals and nations succumb to it to

mold the institution or their own reasoning to what they need.
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Diseussion

The play tells the story of an enormously wealthy woman called Claire
Zachanassian who returns to her hometown after forty-five years. Claire returns
only to take revenge on the man who wronged her at the time of youth. She
wants the townspeople to kill the man who got her pregnant and left her, in
exchange, she will give enough money to help the town. The targeted man is
Alfred Ill, a respected shopkeeper and most popular man in the town who is
nominated to be the next mayor. The wealthy and powerful Claire Zachanassian
has been betrayed by Il in the past in favor of the future Mrs. Ill, daughter of the
town grocer. He also bribed two men to perjure themselves and deny Claire's
paternity claim. However, it is not only Alfred Ill who is on trial for justice here;

it is also the whole town that are complicit in the crime.

The actions of the play take place in a small Swiss town called Gullen. The
play opens in the railway station when the people of Gullen are waiting for the
old lady. Durrenmatt shows the town in the midst of a deep economic depression

with almost all unemployment and with all of its factories shut down.

After her arrival, Claire quickly tells the townspeople about her intention. She
narrates how she was obliged in the past to leave Gullen as a poor, pregnant girl.
She also tells them about IllI's malicious act when he bribed two men from
Gullen to testify falsely that they have slept with her, the action that left her

disappointed, and left her with no choice but to be a prostitute.

The Mayor of Gullen and the townspeople prepare themselves to receive the
billionaire, they try to purify and beautify her history in Gullen and convince
themselves of her righteousness, so they begin to collect her great and heroic
deeds when she was young, they mainly depend on Ill as Claire's former lover to

support them by needed information like her loving of justice and her
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generosity. Unaware of her intention, Il volunteers to be her personal guide

during the visit.

I1l: 1 can help you here, Mister Mayor. Clara loved justice. Most
decidedly. Once when they took a beggar away she flung stones at the

police.

Mayor: Love of justice. Not bad. It always works. But | think we'd better

leave out that bit about the police.

I1l: She was generous too. Everything she had she shared. She stole

potatoes once for an old widow woman. (The Visit, Actl, p.15).

The seeds of corruption appear from the very beginning in the play, the
townspeople prove their tendency to be corrupted as they begin to justify and
even rationalize Claire's small corrupted actions in the past for the sake of their
own expediency, and they continue to do that till their corruption grows and
allows them to justify and rationalize a murder crime at the end of the play. The
scene provides an ironical situation for Claire shows that she did not love justice
in the past particularly and had her own reasons for doing what she did and even
at the moment, she is there "to buy justice”, the mayor replies that "justice
cannot be bought”, and she says that "Everything can be bought".(The Visit,
Actl, p.36).

When the doctor and the schoolmaster beg Claire to give up her plan of

murder, she recounts her plight all those many years ago:

It was winter, long ago, when | left this little town, in a school girl sailor
suit and long red plaits, regnant with only a short while to go, and the
townsfolks sniggering at me. | sat in the Hamburg Express and shivered,

but as I watched the silhouette of Petersen’s’ Barn sinking away on the
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other side of the frost-flowers, | swore a vow to myself, I would come

back again, one day. (The Visit, act 111, 66)

This among other quotes in the play showcases the automatic response against
injustice and her emotional drive for revenge. As Goldman & Thatcher (2002, p.
18) aptly put it, “the sense of injustice... the anger, the bitterness, the fears, the
helplessness™ engulf the wronged one because these are emotions that naturally
happen when injustice happens. (p. 204) The emotional bitterness is present
even after almost half a century when Claire declares that she would turn the
world into a “brothel” because they made her a “prostitute”. “The intense and
personal pain is profound harm to one’s psyche and identity. " (Bies Tripp,
1996, cited in Folger et al, 2005, p. 90)

Claire's justice comes out as vengeance, and she schemes to punish Il and
the townspeople who wronged her many years ago. They are held accountable
and since the Judge who represented the procedural justice system not only did
not act to bring about justice in her case but was an accomplice in the crime as
well, this made Claire take things into her hands. She does not even want
retribution. She does not want to teach anyone anything. She seeks her own
justice as the end itself. This is evident when the schoolmaster and the doctor
beg her and reason with her to stop her plans. It is also evident when she talks
about her love for Il at the end of act Ill, telling him that she has prepared a

special place for him for burial, showing absolutely no feelings.

Claire says that "justice can be bought," and she proves her claim since she
has already purchased justice several times in her life as she was able to buy the
"Lord chief Justice in Gullen...forty-five years ago" (The Visit, Actl, p.36), and
made him her own servant with a nickname Boby. Boby, the Butler has
preferred to leave his profession as a "Chief Justice Courtly" "for quite a

fantastic" salary. Claire was wronged due to the corruption that happened many
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years ago. The blind pair stated that "Il bribed us”,(The Visit, Act 1,p.38) and
once again she proves the corruptibility of justice when she chased those two
men (Koby and Loby) to the ends of the earth and punished them by giving
them to Toby and Roby who castrated and blinded them. Not only that but
comically enough, Toby and Roby were the American gangsters themselves
who were doomed to die in the American electric chair before have been bought

by Claire.

Claire's justice is not objective or absolute but it is malleable and subjective; it
IS not based on static principles like religion or law. For instance, when she
wants to punish Koby and Loby, the two men who testified against her in
Gullen's court a long time ago, she orders Toby and Roby, the American
gangsters, to castrate and blind them. Claire's position as the richest woman in
the world enables her to act with no consideration for consequences if there are
any. She does not have any economic consideration, and that is a fact that she
reiterates throughout the play. So economic burden is not something to worry
about and to step in the way of revenge according to the deontic response. Claire
tells the Mayor of Gullen that she will offer a million on one condition; "A
million for Gullen if someone kills Alfred " (The Visit, p.38). Claire adds
addressing Il "you chose your life, but you forced me into mine™ and now "I

want justice. Justice for a million™. (The Visit, p.39)

At first, the townspeople proudly refuse Claire's offer, they are moved by
old civilized humanity in them. However, Claire has a deep knowledge of

human nature, and she says that she will wait.

Mayor: Madam Zachanassian: you forget, this is Europe, you forget, we are not
savages. In the name of all citizens of Gullen, | reject your offer; and | reject it
in the name of humanity. We would rather have poverty than blood on our
hands. (The Visit, Act 1, p.39)
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The speech of the mayor is so impressive and strong; however, it is not long
before the people of Guellen begin to live above their standard of living which
indicates their involvement in Claire's deal. In the beginning, they thought of the
impossibility of betraying their moral values, then, little by little they go toward
accepting Claire’s sought-after revenge. The townspeople could not understand
the real meaning of 'justice’. For them, justice only means 'doing the right thing'
without connecting it with any real principles and is therefore easily twisted to
fit in with greed and self-interest. As for Claire, this is her "final revenge to twist
those morals until they fit into the mold of her own fabrication". (Tiusanen,
2015, p.226)

Naturally, no one can accept the idea of killing someone for the sake of
money. The Gulleners' initial rejection of Clair's deal is a result of their religious
or humanistic sense of morality even though they are very poor. However, their
decision is not conclusive. At the beginning, the people of Gullen see Claire's
offer as a heinous crime, but gradually, they start to aggravate lllI's crime by
searching a logical basis to come up with a rationale for murdering Ill. In
addition to that, they try to elevate themselves to the level of someone who
demands justice for the whole society. Durrenmatt here wants to ask his
audience a question: "How much rationalization is required before murder
becomes justice?" (Crockett, 1998, p.80) So, now the townspeople are the ones
who seek to hold Ill accountable not for the sake of responding to an old

injustice but for the sake of material wellbeing.

However, Claire’s offer creates a bizarre situation in which while she loses
money to the culprits of the crime, she is the winner at least in her own eyes.
She gets what she seeks in exchange for a small sum of her wealth. The
townspeople perform a harmful act or at least that is what a normal society
would believe to be a harmful act. They gain money for the murder of the

member of their society. Here, Durrenmatt wants to show a situation that defies
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the audience's moral understanding. He is not a moralist but he believes that
crisis could remove all the masks and show people's hypocrisy. The Gulleners
are bankrupt and their poverty is not merely economic but they suffer moral
bankruptcy as well, and they seem to always have been so or else Claire would

never be forced to leave the village at that young age.

Durrenmatt does not want to criticize the townspeople's conduct but to show
the moral dilemma and weakness inherited in human nature. In his postscript to

The Visit, Durrenmatt states:

The Visit is told by someone who feels himself at no great remove from the
people involved, and who is not so sure he would have acted differently.....The
Guelleners who swarm round the hero are people like the rest of us. They must

not, emphatically not, be portrayed as wicked. (Durrenmatt, 1962, pp.105-107)

In here, Durrenmatt recommends not to treat the townspeople as wicked
because he believed people are by-products of their environment. Like many
other dramatists, Durrenmatt was influenced by his environment. He was
especially influenced by post-war Germany and reflects the corruption that
prevailed in the European world after the Second World War. The Visit can be
regarded as an allegory for post-world war Il Europe, as the people of Guellen
stand for the degrading morals of the European countries, for instance,
Switzerland, was ready to corrupt its moral values in order to improve its
economic system. Durrenmatt realizes the irony in what called 'Switzerland's
neutrality', as to have its existence as an island of freedom in Fascist Europe,
Switzerland had to cooperate with the Axis countries and work for Hitler. Claire
has already realized this fact, and she does not take the townspeople's refusal to

her offer seriously, and coldly says: "I'll wait". (TV,Actl, p.39)

One would wonder why not like the judge or the two blinds, Claire also did

not try to procure justice with her own hands-on Ill. She already had purchased
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the town’s business and shut them all down thus allowing the depression and
unemployment to happen in the town. However, gradually we realize that the
townspeople are responsible for the original crime as much as Il through the sin
of commission and passivity. One critic states:" Justice and freedom, evasion of
responsibility, guilt by passivity, greed and political decay, the contrast between
the small state and the large state are all prominent aspects of what Durrenmatt
calls the dramaturgy of life".(Northcott,2006,p.ix) However, this hidden
corruption in the hearts of people caused the misfortune that happened to Claire
all those years ago. As a result, Claire at a very young age also became morally
corrupted both to survive and to take revenge as she says later in the play, “I’ve
grown into hell itself.” (The Visit, Act III, p. 38) This in a way highlights the

road from corruption to injustice and to more injustice for the sake of revenge.

From the very beginning, the Guelleners constantly thread their way to
commit the sin of murdering; they try to make Ill's past sin worse and more
serious. Even his own family who will inevitably benefit from their father's
imminence death keep on persuading themselves that nothing serious will
happen to him; they lessen the seriousness of the case and never take

precautions concerning their father's life.

As mentioned, Il is not let down by his townspeople only, but he is let down
by his family as well. Ill's son and daughter begin to allude their father's
responsibility of being poor, they call indirectly his attention to know his charge

and remind him of his old guilt.
II: Aren't you going to eat with us Karl?

Son: I'm going to the station. There's a railway man off sick. Maybe they

want a temporary.

I1l: Railroad work in the blazing sun is no job for my boy.
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So: It's better than no job. (TV, Act2, p.40)

His daughter has done the same that which grieves and upset him, but he never
suspects their intention. As for his wife, she is ready to exchange her husband's

life with a coat of fur.

Society gradually submits to temptation as the schoolmaster is the last person
to succumb. Act three opens with the schoolmaster and the doctor going to
Claire to persuade her to retreat on her decision about Ill's death, and to make a
business proposal with her. Another aspect of the deontic response is the
possibility of reconciliation between two parties. The schoolmaster tries to
persuade her in many ways and even begs her:"... cast away those evil thoughts
of revenge, don't try us till we break. Help these poor, weak yet worthy people
lead a slightly more dignified life. Let your feeling for humanity prevail!"(TV,
Act3, pp.66-67)

The schoolmaster wants to clarify his position as a humanitarian leader and
instructor to his society saying:"...For two decades, I have been sowing the
Humanities' tender seeds in this poverty-stricken population.....Why such agony
of sacrifice? For the money?" (TV, Act3, p.65) The schoolmaster and the doctor
seek reconciliation on the behalf of their humanity but their attempt fails to
convince Claire of giving up her revenge plan. However, we as an audience
never have the chance to see Il himself seeking to amend his wrongdoing. He is
not seen to be thinking of apologizing to Claire or asking for forgiveness. Even
in his final conversation with Claire, he does reminisce their past and seems
calm and accepting of his fate, but he still does not offer any apologetic words.
This lack of clear utterances of apologies and seeking conciliation may be due to
the fact that the townspeople including Il have accepted their guilt, and they
know nothing can change the past or alleviate the pain Claire went through.

Words seem to be hypocritical. So, if they know that their past crime cannot be
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forgiven, they hope Clairs’ faith in humanity may force her to withdraw her
request of murder but of course, it does not. Claire was expelled from her home
and her cries of outrage went nowhere. This led to the spiraling emotions that

led to her scheme of coming back and taking justice in her own hands.

The Visit shows all perspectives of society members. Durrenmatt expresses his
disbelief in the society when he shows the mayor, priest, teacher, doctor,
policeman, common people, and even Ill's family corrupt their morals and
become murderers. The schoolmaster tells Il the truth when he is drunk about

what their society's intention. He says:

They will kill you. I've known it from the beginning, and you've known it
too for a long time, even if no one else in Gullen wants to admit it. The
temptation is too great and our poverty is too wretched. But | know
something else. I shall take part in it. | can feel myself slowly becoming a

murderer. My faith in humanity is powerless to stop it. (TV, act3, p.77)

Finally, in the play, the Guelleners decide what can be bought by the one million
pounds, and they conclude that they can buy everything including justice. They
call IlI's murdering as "achieving justice™ for the wrong he had done in the past.
The schoolmaster wants to explain to people of Guellen Claire's aim for
donation, he says: "Her aim is to have spirit of this community transformed to
the spirit of justice.” (TV,act.3, p.91) He adds that" poverty is the root of much
evil.....and yet we are not moved by the money....we are moved by this matter

of justice". (TV, Act.3, p.91)

The people of Guellen could accept Claire's offer only when the case takes a
further step in order to render the moral dilemma more serious to reach their
final rationalization; as they will kill an “evildoer" and rid society of injustice in
exchange for a million pounds. (Crockett, 1998, p.80) Ill's license of the death

penalty is taken by the name of justice in an impressive way when the mayor
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announces that; "All those pure in heart who want justice done, raise their
hands".(TV, Act.3, p.93) Roger A. Crockett says: "When changed from
individual guilt to participation in moral burden becomes even further
diluted".(Crockett, 1998, p.80) Ironically by ridding the society of an evildoer,
they create a whole town of evildoers while Claire watching and waiting for her

justice.

Il realizes that the townspeople are like himself must find meaning in their
life. Though his death penalty is going to be a big mistake, Ill grasps his
helplessness in the face of fate and decides to carry the burden of the
townspeople, their greed, and hypocrisy in order to offer hope for a better life to
people in Guellen. Besides, Ill has felt guilty for what he did to Claire in the
past, and his realization of his guilt and his inevitable death lead him to be
courageous; he does not feel fear anymore. On the contrary, he begins to
challenge the townspeople to face their moral dilemma. Durrenmatt depicts

modern man as usually being on trial and under judgment.

While it is true that the people were faced with a dilemma challenging to all
they believed, at the end we cannot but notice the cycle of injustice and moral
accountability in this story playing forever. While Durrenmatt does his best to
present the reader characters that are not morally wicked but morally challenged,
one can but wonder if their corruption has not been voluntary, ever so gradually
in an unnoticeable way if not for the return of the victim. The voluntary silence
of the people, the “sniggering” of people in front and behind Clair’s presence,
the acceptance of throwing out a pregnant teenager in the cold are not shown to
be compulsory. Not even acceptance of the one million deal in exchange for Ill's

life has been shown to be compulsory.
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Conclusion

Durrenmatt presents a hopeless portrayal of society and lets the audience
decide whether the townspeople have the right to kill Ill in order to rescue their
lives from poverty, or whether Il has the right to live after what he did to Claire.
It is certainly up to the audience to decide whether Claire is justified in her
holding the whole town accountable for their corruption and double standards or

she should also be held accountable for the final act of immorality of the people.

Moreover, as the writer shows injustice and seeking revenge are direct results of
moral corruption and lack of moral accountability. The desire for justice creates
an emotional response that due to corruption may lead to more unjust actions
and this is something that men in power should be careful about for everyone

can get corrupted as the play showcases.
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