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The Impact of Iraqgi-Turkish Relations on Political
Stability in Iraq Since the Twentieth Century: A
Comparative Analytical Study.
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Abstract
The study titled "The Impact of Iraqi-Turkish Relations on Political Stability in Iraq Since the Twentieth
Century" sheds light on the complex relationship binding the two countries, where political, economic, and
security interests overlap, impacting Iraq's internal and regional stability. The study examines the development
of Iragi-Turkish relations within a historical context beginning after the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire,
highlighting the influence of the Sykes-Picot Agreement and subsequent events on shaping political boundaries
and regional interactions between Iraq and Turkey. In the first chapter, the study focuses on the historical and
political factors that contributed to shaping relations between the two countries, such as major political shifts,

including the rise of the Ba'ath Party in Iraq and Atatiirk’s reforms in Turkey. This period highlights the
significant influence of nationalist movements and internal policies in both countries, with direct implications
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on the nature of their relationship, which has been characterized by intermittent periods of tension and stability.
The chapter also discusses the economic and security dimensions of bilateral relations, with particular emphasis
on shared water resources, especially the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, as a central issue in regional tensions due
to Iraq’s heavy reliance on water flow from Turkey, making this matter a contentious point threatening Iraq’s
stability. The second chapter centers on analyzing the impact of these relations on Iraqg's internal situation,
especially in light of Turkish foreign policies involving direct and indirect interventions in Iragi affairs,
particularly in northern Iraq. This section examines how Turkey supports specific factions or asserts its
influence in certain areas, creating internal tensions and affecting Iraqg's stability. The study also explores future
scenarios, suggesting that bilateral relations may either promote political stability in Iragq or exacerbate crises,
depending on the ability of both states to cooperate on water and security issues and to avoid military
interventions. The study concludes that Iragi-Turkish relations are a critical factor in shaping the future of
political stability in Irag, where establishing long-term stability requires balanced and continuous cooperation
between the two countries, based on respect for sovereignty and effective management of shared resources.
Keywords:lraqgi-Turkish relations, political stability, twentieth century, regional security, water
resources, Tigris and Euphrates rivers, Turkish interventions.
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