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Inscribe the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Samarra City on UNESCO’s Representative List ¢
(Legal Study)

Abstract:

Cultural heritage reflects national and human identity through different historical stages.
It represents the monuments of previous civilizations as seen through tangible or intangible
antiquities. Cultural heritage expands to include rituals, religious, cultural, and craftsmanship
practices in addition to most of the knowledge created by society through their experiences.
The society circulates these practices and commit to them in their behavior as if they are distinct
cultural patterns that bind the individual to the group or the past with the present. This is called
intangible cultural heritage or verbal heritage.

Intangible cultural heritage has great importance to bring into view society’s human and
cultural identity, where Samarra city is a live example that derives its spiritual existence from
the religious practices like the visit of the two Al-Askari imams (PBUT) on the anniversary of
their martyrdom day. This heritage may be taken as s dynamic expression to use as a means
of reconciliation among the society members or a tool to create peace. Heritage has great
power to unify people and bridge the gaps among them especially during the times of violence
and disorder, and this is found in Samarra city, which was an example of building society to
overcome the feeling of identity loss and displacement due to the armed conflict.

The intangible heritage of Samarra city should be safeguarded since it is a source of
economic development of the city. Moreover, the heritage should be kept away of intellectual
deviations and protect moderate Islamic identity through inscribing intangible cultural heritage
on the representative list of UNESCO as explained by UNESCO convention 2003. The effects
of inscribing the intangible heritage aim to safeguard this heritage, which is not mentioned by
the Iraqi legislator in the laws. So, certain laws have to be set to protect Samarra city intangible
heritage. The study will discuss this point through two sections. The first section is dedicated
to show the concept of intangible heritage of Samarra city. The second section discusses the
provisions of inscribing intangible heritage of Samarra city.

key words:
inscribe heritage, cultural heritage, Samarra and UNESCO
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