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Abstract

The discovery of recording (writing discourse) by the Sumerians has
been a turning point in producing knowledge rules for discourse mechanism.
It was a disclosure of thinking, religious and political life which was an
intellectual pressure on the ancient Sumerian mind formed in outstanding
masterpieces of plastic art: technical development, great advancement, great
artistic achievements and writing have shown us features of a totally mature
civilization. Undoubtedly, the Sumerian civilization had been born and
boomed in the south of Iraq, spread to the near East and had profound effect
on the other Eastern civilization.

What had been intellectual concern at that time was revealed as a
dominated discourse in the shape of artistic works on the account of the
connection existed between what was worldly and every day experience by
the community and what were intellectual and doctrinal values translated
into discourse signals in the structure of plastic work. "artistic remains are
very important resources for studying ancient artistic styles and how they
developed through ages and for knowing artistic motives and themes
including religious themes that described religious rituals and festivals and
themes related to the daily phases" Insisting on those themes and repeated
formal structures in a kind of discourse that should be circulated by
repeating it in the same text and more other texts.

The subject of this research is to search for those structures in the
Sumerian art and to question their effects in confirming discourse. The aim
of the current research is to expose the element of intertextuality and formal
repetition in the structure of the Sumerian art and their effect in producing
discourse. The current research is specified in the Sumerian artistic works in
the period from the semi historic era 3500 B.C. to the end of dynasties age
2370 B.C. and the third dynasty of Ur that followed the Acadian reign and
named the modern Sumerian State.
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