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Narrating the Hadith by Meaning According to Imam Al-Mawardi
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Summary
The majority of the Salaf and Khalaf have held that it is permissible to narrate the hadith by meaning if the
narrator is knowledgeable about the subtleties of the words, aware of the extent of the difference between them,
and knowledgeable about what their meanings imply. If he replaces the word that he has received with another
word that takes its place, such that its meaning is identical to the meaning of the word that he has received,
then that is permissible.Al-Suyuti said in Tadrib al-Rawi: The majority of the Salaf and Khalaf from the sects,
including the four Imams, said: It is permissible by meaning in all of it if it is certain that the meaning has been
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conveyed, because that is what the conditions of the Companions and the Salaf testify to, and their narration
of the same story with different wordings indicates it.

The majority of scholars have provided evidence for this with several pieces of evidence, some of which were
mentioned by Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi in his book Al-Kifaya fi Ilm Al-Riwayah, where he said: This is also
indicated by the agreement of the nation that the scholar has the meaning of the news of the Prophet, may God
bless him and grant him peace, and the listener of his words can convey the meaning of his news in a way other
than his words and in the Arabic language, and that it is the duty of his messengers and ambassadors to the
people of different languages, whether non-Arabs or others, to narrate from him what they heard and carried
of what he informed them of and what they were commanded to do on the tongues of his messengers; especially
if the ambassador knows both languages, for it is not permissible for him to entrust what he narrates to an
interpreter while he knows the speech in that language, because he is not safe from error and intentional
distortion on the part of the interpreter, so he must narrate it himself. If this is proven, it is correct that the
intention of narrating his news, commands and prohibitions is to achieve its meaning and comply with its
requirement without citing its exact wording and form. In this way, the non-Arabs and others from all nations
are obligated to call the Messenger to his religion and to know its rulings. Evidence of this is that lying and
distorting the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and changing the meaning of the
word is only denied. If the narrator of the hadith accepts the meaning of that, then he is informing of the
intended meaning of the wording and is truthful about the Messenger, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, and is like someone who reported Zayd’s speech, commands, prohibitions and words in a way that takes
the place of his speech and replaces it without addition or subtraction. It is not considered that the narrator of
that has conveyed the intended meaning and is not a liar or a distorter. The Qur’an has mentioned something
similar to this; for Allah, the Most High, narrated stories from the news of what came before, some of which
he repeated in different places with different words, but the meaning is the same, and he transferred them from
their tongues to the Arabic tongue, which differs from it in terms of precedence, delay, addition, subtraction
and the like. The requirement that the narrator be knowledgeable of the meanings of the hadith, as he narrates
by meaning, is an indispensable condition, and it is included in the condition of accuracy that is required of the
narrator of the authentic hadith; as mentioned in the books of hadith terminology such as Tadrib al-Rawi by
al-Suyuti and others.Based on this, the statement that most hadiths are narrated by meaning is not far-fetched,
except that the scholars have excluded the words used for worship, such as the supplications and traditional
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