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In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Merciful

Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds, and blessings and peace be
upon our Master Muhammad (may Allah bless him and grant him peace),
who was sent as a mercy to the worlds, his good and pure family, his
close companions, and those who followed them in kindness until the
Day of Judgment.

| am pleased at the beginning of the (sixty-fifth) issue, which is the
first issue in which I am writing my speech to prove the date of receiving
the tasks of the International Journal of (Sura Man Ra’a), complementing
the path of the former editors-in-chief, seeking to maintain its position
among the refereed scientific journals, by publishing sober scientific
research and studies, stressing the sobriety of those studies and research,
in terms of quantity and quality, for advancement and progress in
strengthening the scientific research path

And from the grace of Allah we have to coincide with the issuance
of this issue with the beginning of the month of light, the month of Rabi
al-Awwal of the Hijri year 1442, a month in which the birth
commemorates the birth of our master Muhammad (may Allah bless him
and grant him peace), the mercy bestowed, the owner of the great creation

that our Lord urged us to imitate and take A good example. Allah said (

indeed, in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad L. «Js 4l L) you have

a good example to follow, for him who hopes for ( the Meeting with)
Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much)

From this scientific platform, it must be recalled that Allah Almighty
mentioned knowledge and scholars in many areas of His ayas and raised
them in degrees of merit, each according to the amount of knowledge he

possesses in terms of knowledge, behavior and work. Almighty Allah



said ( Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who
have been granted knowledge. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with what
you do).

The papers of this issue came to deal with the various human
sciences (Arabic language, Sharia sciences (jurisprudence and its origins,
and belief), philosophy, geography, history, and law, in addition to the
English and Russian languages. .

Some researches that dealt with the reality of societies emerged,
including a study of mechanisms for advancing the status of Iragi women
in the affected areas, and the research (legal controls for transplantation
and transplantation of human organs between neighborhoods - a study in
light of the Algerian legislation) was present in this issue.

In conclusion, it must be said that the editorial board is determined
to keep pace with the development of the journals in a manner befitting
its reputation and international standing.

| ask Almighty Allah to protect us and protect researchers from

mistakes, and to benefit them.

Prof. Dr. Ihssan Taha Yassin
Editor
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Abstract

Following a correlational design, 300 Iragi EFL university students were
selected as the participants of the study who answered to two tests—a version of
the TOEFL test, and a version of language learning strategy questionnaire
(LLSQ). They were also asked to write an argumentative essay on the given
topic (social life is more important than the academics). The TOEFL test and
language learning strategy questionnaire were scored according to the answer
key and the written essays using the holistic rubrics. The score related to the
vocabulary section of the TOEFL test was calculated and put into the SPSS for
analysis. The answers to the questionnaire were coded and put into SPSS. In
addition, the scores to the argumentative essays along with the frequency and
types of writing errors were determined, coded and put into the SPSS. The
writing errors, in effect, were classified in terms of spelling, morphology, syntax
(grammar), punctuation, lexical and semantic choice, style, and typography.
Having utilized multiple regression coefficient, the researcher found that
language learning strategies and vocabulary size are highly correlated with both
writing performance and writing errors. Here, the most important strategies were
found to be cognitive and meta-cognitive ones. Furthermore, the most critical

types of errors were syntax, lexical and semantic choice.

Key terms: correlation, language learning strategy, multiple regression

coefficient, vocabulary size, cognitive strategy, meta-cognitive strategy.
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Introduction

We are living in an era when the importance of writing skill is felt more
than before due to the increasing influence by technology especially by the
print media such as emails, social networks, etc. Meanwhile, the significance
of writing skill seems to be more crucial for professionals and academics as
well as EFL students. In other words, internet and competitive chance for
jobs as well as academic achievements influence the importance of writing
skill for this group of people. Hence, there is no doubt regarding the
significance of writing skill in current world which demands improving

writing performance.

Writing skill, in effect, equips the EFL students to communicate
efficiently with the audience who are too far away to provide any feedback.
Beside this issue, writing skills push the EFL learners to the next level for
further achievement. Two of the variables which apparently affect the writing
performance are language learning strategies and vocabulary size which need

to be considered in designing any courses on the field of essay writing.

It should be noted that learning language is not a straightforward
activity to be occurred through courses, classes or workshops. In other words,
language learning may cause many challenges for language learners as well
as language teachers and curriculum developers. It means that learning a
language demands dealing with multiple skills which are interacting and
form a praxis. In other words, the multiple skills affect each other and be
affected by each other. The multiple skills may include strategy, structural,

lexical, discoursal or social learning.

Here, communicative competence demands that language involves
several dimensions of grammatical, discourse, pragmatic and strategic.

Likewise, the roles played by knowledge regarding vocabulary and strategy
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uses cannot be ignored. Language learning strategies, according to Skehan,
(1989), are “one of the most important individual difference factors in L2

acquisition” (cited in McMullen 2009, p. 419).

Vocabulary knowledge, on the other hand, is considered as one of the
central aspects in second language learning (Ming 2007, cited in Zhang
2011). The importance of vocabulary can be conveyed through Wilkins's
(1972) argument which states that “without grammar very little can be

conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed” (p. 110).

Bastanfar and Hashemi (2010), on the other hand, argue that “words
are the building blocks of a successful communication” (p. 158).vocabulary
learning is also a fundamental dimension of the processes of learning
language because for which there is no end andthe processes of learning
vocabulary may continue for the rest of an individual's life (Schmitt 2000).
Moreover, vocabulary learning is essential for personal and social usage,

communication and academic study (Dinh 2008).

Here, both vocabulary size and language learning strategies seem to be
fundamental for essay writing. Furthermore, one of the main objectives for
many foreign language learners is to use the language either for speech and
casual conversation, or for translation of texts, or even for study through the

medium of the foreign language for example in higher education.

Hence, essay writing may be one of the objectives for foreign language
learners including Iragi EFL students either in the tasks assigned by the
universities or in the international tests such as TOEFL and IELTS.The
knowledge of vocabulary is essential in learning languages. Not only does it
contribute in the comprehension and production of the language, but it also
works as a good indicator of the performance and acquisition of any language
skill.
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The role played by the language learning strategies cannot be ignored
because theyare crucial in vocabulary knowledge and size and as a result in

essay writing performance.

Contrary to the intertwined effects of the both vocabulary knowledge
and learning strategies on writing skill, no study tried to explore the influence
of the both learning strategies, vocabulary size and their interaction on the
writing skill. Observing this problem, the researcher attempted to make a
study for investigating the effect of language learning strategies and
vocabulary size on essay writing performance among Iraqgi EFL learners. To

this end, the following questions were raised:

1. Is there any relationship between language learning strategies and

vocabulary size?

2. Is adhere any relationship between either vocabulary size and essay

writing or language learning strategies and essay writing?

3. Is there any relationship among vocabulary size, language learning

strategies and essay writing?
1. Review of Literature

Writing skill, as a productive language skill, seems to be crucial in
improving language proficiency of students due to its intertwined networks
of words, sentences, structures, punctuations, etc. (Bello, 1997). It means that
vocabulary size influence the writing process. Oxford (2003) points out that
learning strategies are fundamental for language learning which can be
extended to the writing skill. Considering the fact that writing skill is
nowadays considered as a process-based skill (Belinda, 2006), the influence

of learning strategies seems to be conceivable.
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Cohen (1998) is on the researchers who indicated that language
leaning strategies consist of both language learning and language use
strategies.Language learning strategies, in effect,indicate to the procedures
and techniques that second or foreign language learners (ESL/EFL) do in
order to understand the target language. As an illustration, the way through
which the learners process and store grammatical structures or lexical
structures are among the language learning strategies the EFL/ESL go

through.

Language use strategies, on the other hand, refers the techniques and
steps taken by the EFL/ESL learners to findthe knowledge—grammatical or
lexical knowledge—they previously have when they are dealing with a task
(e.g. rehearsing target language, finding a way to communicate,

compensating the breakdown of a communication).

The emergence of language learning strategies is rooted in the studies
done by some researchers among them Rubin (1975), Stern (1975), and
Naiman (1978) are worth mentioning. In effect, they made an endeavor to
recognize and classify the techniques, strategies and steps taken by the
learners effectively to succeed in the process of language learning. The also
dealt with the techniques and strategies ineffectively by the learners who

failed to meet their objectives.

It is worth noting that Oxford’s taxonomy is more comprehensive
since itis alsocomposed of two more categories, namely, memory
andcompensation strategies. Oxford (1990), and O’Malley and Chamot
(1990) are the researchers who categorized language learning strategies and
provided taxonomies. The taxonomies presented by both Oxford (1990), and
O’Malley and Chamot (1990) are coincidedand both taxonomies view

strategies in terms of cognitive, metacognitive, social and affectivestrategies.
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However, O’Malley and Chamot do not distinguish social and affective
strategies from each other and regard them as the same group, Oxford

consider them into two different categories.

To Oxford, language learning strategies are two types: direct and
indirect. Direct strategies. According to Oxford (1990), refer to the strategies
which directly deal with language (e.g. practicing, drilling, memorizing, etc.).
Indirect strategies refer to the strategies which are indirectly related to
language learning and deal with the processes of language learning (e.g. self-
regulation, monitoring, planning, etc.). Direct strategies are composed of
memory, cognitive and compensation strategies and indirect strategies of

metacognitive, affective and social strategies.

There is no doubt that language learning strategies are crucial in
learning a language. Here, writing skill and essay writing as a skill of
language learning cannot be exceptional. In this regard, Taufik, Dola,
Kamaruddin, and Saleh (2016) explored the influence of the different
learning strategies on the writing skill. To this end, 102 Indonesian ELT
students were selected as the participants of the study who were divided into
three groups—two experimental and one control. The data was analyzed
through  ANOVA which resulted into significant difference in which
Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) turned out to be

crucial for writing academic papers.

Meanwhile, vocabulary knowledge apparently influences the writing
skill (Brynildssen, 2000; Corona, Cathy; Spangenberger, Sandra, & Venet,
Iris, 1998). Laufer and Nation (1995), in a similar vein, argues about the
vocabulary size and use as an influential means for improving writing

performance.
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Having explored the influence of the vocabulary instruction on the
expository writings of the students, Yonek (2008) showed that rich
instruction improves vocabulary knowledge of the students and such an
instruction highly influences the writing performance of the students. Llach
and Gallego (2009), on the other hand, concluded that there is a significant

relationship between vocabulary size and the writing performance.

Yu-Feng, Chun-Ling, and Hung-Ju (2011) tried to explore the
influence of a vast variety of guided writing strategies on younger students’
writing attitudes in terms of motivation, enjoyment and anxiety. Their studies

proved that guided writing strategies improve the students’ writing attitudes.

Saadian and Bagheri (2014) are two researchers who explored the
relationship between and among the three variables of writing skill,
vocabulary and grammar knowledge. To this end, 53 Iranian EFL students
were selected as the participants of the study who took a TOEFL-PBT for
vocabulary and grammar knowledge and a writing test. The data on each
variable—writing vocabulary knowledge and grammar knowledge—was put
in the SPSS and the degree of relationship among them was explored which
resulted into high and significant correlation among them with the more

contribution of the grammar knowledge to the writing skill.

Considering the intertwined role of cognitive analysis with linguistic
synthesis clarifies the way language learning strategies and vocabulary size
may influence the writing skill. Doff (1988) points out that learning and
practicing new vocabularies are crucial for writing skill which are processed

gradually during time.

Moreover, writing skill demands going through step-by step processes
in order to provide grammatically, organizationally, mechanically accurate

piece of writing. It means that writing needs to be considered as the process
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of meaning making which involves utilization of learning strategies including
cooperative ones (Albesher, 2012; Cole & Feng, 2015; Mandal, 2009).

2. Method
2.1. Participants of the Study:

Following a correlational design, 300 Iraqi EFL students (169 female & 131
male)were selected as the participants of the study. The ages of participants
were between 21 and 34. The participants were selected through convenience

sampling procedure from University of Samarra—College of Education.

The rationale for using the convenience sampling procedure is rooted in
the fact that the researcher was a lecturer in the university and having selected
and included the participants of the university seem to be more convenient.
Moreover, the rationale for including the both genders refers to the factthat the
researcher tried to make a comparative study between the two genders. Last
butnot least, the researcher tried to control other variables such as the place of

education, native language, race, sub-cultures, etc.
2.2. Instruments:

Three instruments were utilized in this study, i.e. Nation and Beglar’s (2007)
vocabulary size test, Oxford's (1989) Strategy Inventory for Language Learning
(SILL); and an argumentative essay on the given topic (social life is more
important than the academics). The vocabulary size test composed of 140

multiple-choice items and was scored according to the answer key.

The SILL (version 7) composed of 50 Likert-Scale items which were
designed in six sections from A to F. The rationale for using the version 7 is that
it is designed for EFL/ESL students. In scoring the SILL, the number of each
column (A, B, C, D, E, F) which was from 1 to 5 were summed up. Then, the

sums of different columns were added up and divide by 50. Finally, the results
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are compared with the Profile of Results as table 1 shows:

Table 1: Key to understanding SILL averages

High Always or almost always used. 45105.0
Usually used. 35t04.4
Medium | Sometimes used. 25t034
Generally not used. 1.5t02.4
Low Never or almost never used. 10to1.4

the students were also asked to write on the following topic:
Is social life more important than the academics? Justify your answer.

The written essay was scored using the holistic rubrics out of 5 according to
table 2:
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Table 2: Holistic Scoring

Sscore

Description

Demonstrates complete understanding of the problem. All requirements

of the task are included in response

4 Demonstrates considerable understanding of the problem. All
requirements of task are included

3 Demonstrates partial understanding of the problem. Most requirements
of task are included

2 Demonstrates little understanding of the problem. Many requirements
of task are missing

1 Demonstrates no understanding of the task.

0 No response/task not attempted

2.3. Procedures of Data Gathering and Data Analysis

For the purpose of the study, the three instruments of Nation and

Beglar’s (2007) vocabulary size test, Oxford's (1989) Strategy Inventory for

Language Learning (SILL),and an argumentative essay on the given topic

(social life is more important than the academics) were utilized for gathering

data. After scoring the instruments according, the data was gathered and put

into SPSS 22 for analysis. In fact, the scores of the vocabulary size test,

SILL, and the argumentative essays and frequency and types of writing errors

were determined and coded to be put into the SPSS22.
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It is worth mentioning that the writing errors were classified in terms

S —

of spelling, morphology, syntax (grammar), punctuation, lexical and

semantic choice, style, and typography.

For data analysis, multiple regression coefficient was utilized to
determine the influence of each independent variable (language learning
strategies and vocabulary size) as well as the interaction between the two
independent variables on the two dependent variables (writing performance

and writing errors).
3. Results

Having gathered the data, the researcher analyzed the data and the
following results were found. The participants of the study were, in effect,
169 female and 131 male students. Both genders showed the mean about 97
in vocabulary size test, a mean about 3.40 in language learning strategies,

and a mean about 3.5 in essay writing.

Table 1: Descriptive statistics in terms of gender

N Mean Std. Deviation  Std. Error|

Vocabulary ~ female 169  97.0296 27.15639  2.08895
=male 131 97.0534 28.18082  2.46217

Total 300  97.0400 27.56176  1.59128

LLS female 169 3.4111 .28243 02173

=male 131 3.4022 27314 .02386
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Total 300 3.4072 27798 .01605
Essay  female 169 3.6939 58607 .04508
=male 131 3.5846 61787 .05398
Total 300 3.6462 60160 .03473

The participants of the study compose of 300 female and male EFL
students who were studying English as a foreign language—101 participants
were between 20 and 25 years old, 126 participants between 26 and 30, and
73 ones between 31 and 35. The different age groups showed somewhat
differing means. As in illustration in table No. (1), the participants whose
ages were between 20 and 25 had the mean about 101 in vocabulary size test,
about 3.40 in language learning strategies, and about 3.70 in essay writing.
Moreover, the participants whose ages were between 26 and 30 showed the
mean about 93.5 in vocabulary size test, about 3.40 in language learning
strategies, and about 3.60 in essay writing. Furthermore, the third group—the
participants between 31 and 35 years old—illustrated the mean about 98 in
vocabulary size test, about 3.40 in language learning strategies, and 3.60 in
essay writing. Table 2 shows that the three age groups had similar
performance in language learning strategies and essay writing, however, they

differ in terms of vocabulary size test.

1551




Vol. 16. No. 64. 15th Year. September 2020

Table 2: Descriptive statistics in terms of age

S —

N Mean Std. Deviation  Std. Error

Vocabulary =20-25 101  100.9010 25.65716 2.55298
=26-30 126 93.4921 28.17424 2.50996
=31-35 73 97.8219 28.61300 3.34890

Total 300 97.0400 27.56176 1.59128

LLS =20-25 101 3.3945 27198 .02706
=26-30 126 3.4101 27011 .02406
=31-35 73 3.4197 30184 .03533

Total 300 3.4072 27798 .01605

Essay =20-25 101 3.6758 54820 .05455
=26-30 126 3.6411 .63514 .05658
=31-35 73 3.6138 .61879 07242

Total 300 3.6462 .60160 .03473

Having adopted descriptive statistics, the researcher examined the

language learning strategies as it is illustrated in table 3. Table 3 illustrates that

the two strategies of cognitive and meta-cognitive are the most dominant

strategies among the Iragi EFL learners.
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Cognitive Metacognitive Social/affective LLS
N Valid 300 300 300 300
Missing 0 0 0 0
Mean 39.73 47.13 19.31 97.41
Std. Deviation 5.13 8.93 521 7.11

Table 3: Descriptive Statistics of Language Learning Strategies

The regression between vocabulary size and language learning strategies
was explored as table 4 shows. The table shows that the two variables of

vocabulary size and language learning strategies are highly correlated (R=-.782).

Table 4: Correlation between Vocabulary Size & Language learning strategies

Model R Rsquare  Adjust R Squared Std. error of estimate
1 782  .693 732 736.312

The relationship between vocabulary size and essay writing was also

examined as table 5 shows.

Table 5: Correlation betweenVocabulary size & Writing (Essay writing)

Model R R square Adjust R Squared Std. error  of
estimate
1 .856 739 712 693.561

The table shows that the two variables of vocabulary size and writing are
highly correlated (R=-.856). investigating the relationship between language

learning strategies and essay writing also showed a correlation (table 6). In fact,
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the two variables of writing and language learning strategies are moderately
correlated (R=.619)

S —

Table 6: Correlation between Language Learning Strategies & Writing (Essay

writing)
Model R R square Adjust R Squared Std. error  of
estimate
1 619 532 598 547.143

In the final step, the multiple regression was explored among the three
variables of essay writing, language learning strategies and vocabulary size as
table 7 shows. The table shows that there is a relatively high correlation among
the three variables of writing (essays), vocabulary size and language learning
strategies (R=87.120).

Table 7: Multiple Regression among LLS, Vocabulary size & Writing (Essay

writing)
Model R R square Adjust R Std. error of
Squared estimate
1 87.120 89.137 13.692 .000

In a further step, the frequency and types of errors were explored in terms
of age and gender. To this end, the writing errors in the essays written by the
Iraqi students were divided into four categories content and organization (errors
of topic, semantics, and organization), vocabulary (errors of word and

expression choices), grammar (errors of agreement, word order, tense,
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proposition, redundancy), and mechanics (errors of spelling, punctuation and

capitalization).

Writing Errors

grammar
[VALUE]%

Figure 1: Percentages of the overall errors committed by the lIraqi
Students

The figure illustrates that the most writing errors committed by the Iraqi
students were related to grammar and mechanics followed by the vocabulary

selection and content and organization, respectively.
4. Discussion and Conclusions

Having explored the relationships between essay writing, language learning
strategies, and vocabulary size, the researcher found that writing is highly
correlated either with vocabulary size or language learning strategies. In
addition, the results of the study showed that language learning strategies and

vocabulary size are highly correlated.

The findings of the study also illustrated that cognitive and meta-cognitive

learning strategies are dominant among the Iraqi EFL students. Furthermore, the
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most critical types of errors were errors of agreement, word order, tense,
proposition, redundancy, and errors of spelling, punctuation as well as

capitalization.

1. This study seems to be beneficial for language teachers, teachers' trainers,

language learners, textbooks designers as well as curriculum designers.

2. The first implication of the present study is to implement vocabulary and
language learning strategies in teaching any language including foreign

language to improve the literacy skills of the students including

3. It is demanding that teachers develop some knowledge of variables

affecting writing skill to assist the students to enhance their language skills.

4. Effectively, the students need to be able to utilize the most affective
language learning strategies directly to acquire vocabulary and indirectly to

improve their writing skills.

5. To this end, the curriculums and textbooks need to be designed and

developed in such a way to meet these needs of the learners.

6. In fact, any language course, curriculum or textbook needs to be managed
in such a way to enable the students to consider the way through which

language is utilized in essay writing.
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