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Research Abstract:

Of the most important ingredients for the process of rebuilding Iraq at the present stage
is the budget allocation to local governments to implement infrastructure projects, which has
suffered a lot of neglect and lack of allocations for long periods. And what distinguishes the
current regim is the presence of local governments, which takes care of the implementation
of the projects from the reality of pressing domestic needs of their communities which must
reflect their strategies to optimum use its maximum available resources. During the past
eight years, it has been allocated a lot of money to local government budgets for the various
governorates in Iraqg and has been completed many projects for the rehabilitation of basic
infrastructure which is necessary for Iraq to open its wide doors for investment projects
which in turn is essential and necessary for the success of the reconstruction process.
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With the entire projects implemented and still, it stand out a lot of problems, which
eventually adversely affect the quality of these projects or not responsive to the priorities of
the need for them and leading in both cases to increase waste and loss in the funds
allocated.

The research aims to use the Open Budget Initiative "OBI" in Budget Advocacy to
assess the extent of transparency in the mechanism of selection and implementation of
projects by the local government in Babil province to ensure priority need for implementing
projects and optimal use of its allocations, and then reduces loss and waste. This can be
done through developing the role of civil society organizations in doing advocacy agendas
on various issues and within the various stages of the budget, as the rights of citizens in a
democratic regim accountable local government towards its program and the extent of
compliance with its obligations to citizens, for example, the civil society organizations can be
work on budget advocacy program to monitor the commitments of local government to its
citizens in the program of raise the standard of living, which was announced as a major goal
in the program of the concerned government through its re-allocation of resources and
improve the level of health services provided to the poor and reducing the rate of maternal
mortality in rural areas, as those organizations can analyze the budget to show whether the
health care system under the current local government has succeeded or failed in ensuring
citizens 'right to health care and whether this success or failure was reflected on the poorest
citizens, and thus can use the results of the budget analysis in the defense of citizens'
rights.
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