The Awaited Imam Al-Mahdi’s (May Allah
hasten his reappearance) Deputies and
Representatives in the Minor Occultation Age

i gl A s, S et
Cidaall - Lodadl 35

Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Ahmed Al-Yousef
Scientific Hawza, Al- Qateef




é 03NS 99 55 ol é"‘@l‘ r\.a}l‘ Py
& Al L)) pas
Zu.a.;'mUJ
s on el Ul g o D) sl e Ragan A o Lyl oda s
ol 5 53Lgd oy Lolo Y1 o 888 Jall gugll pLeY1 (L5 O i cdad) jae (U] poad
W codzal s e el Ll Sl G AVY o2 Y10) 2w G 3L (g Sl il LY
g Aa )l o plo¥) e Al Al Ll eda ds (2 TYA =8 Y1) Zw Gondl Ol
o S casils bl G ool gl 5 oo gl il 13185 ¢ ol o ool ) (G i O 50
15555 Y1 ) s 518 8o 5 ey Lol s YT (JBY o (8 6S M1 0 2555
Lgaleos DS 1 5l 1o s 2 cggll el e 63
2 52l cda N Ol sl laases Lo ol 5591 sY o dl G dul y il edin Lol
o Do 5 b Ol 3 B2E gl s (6 Sualls (oLl BMIN LYy 53,15
(Sl LAl a3 dege )53l plee oo a1 5el3 L Olys cogillle s o35 Jo
5 o5l LAl e G sgll el o3 5 5 0 dulpll sl Gl el 3
Ol VBT ol il 158 63 2o el 8 00 oS 35 e i) vgums 3359
w5 O] el 35 om0l 5 vgBl 5 B 555 pliaind J
g sl dl ol bzl g peslead) o Stal ulpll oda plit elos OIS
il o S

S I eim N1 1 e sl e s anall al e gkghl plel 0L SCall SLeLoY




{ The Awaited Imam Al-Mahdi’s (May Allah
@y hasten his reappearance) Deputies and
Representatives in the Minor Occultation

Age
Abstract:

This study examines an essential stage in Islamic history: the transition of Imamate
from the era of presence to occultation. After the Awaited Imam Al-Mahdi (MAHR)
took over the Imamate after his father's death, Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari (PBUH),
in (260 A.-H / 873 A.D), the minor occultation began and lasted for about seventy
years from (260 AH - 329 AH). During this sensitive period, the Imam appointed four
deputies to act on his behalf in communicating with people. They were the link between
the Imam and his followers. Additionally, the Imam appointed several representatives
in the essential Islamic regions, either directly or through the four deputies, to act as
agents on behalf of Imam Al-Mahdi to carry out their duties. The first section of this
study discusses the personalities of the four deputies and the texts of the three Imams,
Al-Hadi, Al-Askari, and Al-Mahdi (PBUT), which describe their virtues, justice,
reliability, and the significant roles they played during minor occultation age. The
second section highlights the most prominent Imam Al-Mahdi’s deputies during the
minor occultation, where some were directly appointed by the Imam. Next, the study
reviews the views of narrators’ scholars regarding their personalities, reliability, roles,
and writings. Finally, the conclusion sums up the study findings.

key words:
Al-Askari Imams, Imam Al-Mahdi, minor occultation, Mahdism, four deputies,
and deputies.
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