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Mental Space in Imam al-Hadi’s (PBUH)

Dialogues in light of Cognitive Linguistics

Abstract:

Modern linguistic theories move with precision and caution to posit a linguistic
landmark capable of tracking universal commonalities. Each theory monitors what its
predecessor produced to overcome previous mistakes. Among those rising universal linguistic
theories is the cognitive linguistics that emerged strongly in the second half of the twentieth
century after the cognitive transformations. With leading scholars like George Lakoff and
Langacker, those advanced cognitive theories work on demonstrating the patterns of human
thinking, and present the proposition that language reflects modes of conceptualization
based on cognition. In their view, the speaker inherently possesses specific conceptions of
every meaning outside the spoken or written language, and the recipient has similar special
conceptions based on their experience and heritage.

Depending on this theory, our study will adopt the mental spaces in Imam Al-Hadi
father of Al-Hassan Ali bin Mohammed’s (PBUT) general and special dialogues. Mental
spaces, rather than other linguistic theories, suits the nature of dialogue between speakers. It
starts with the movement of thought and its desire to express ideas verbally. Due to the depth
of those propositions, it opens up with the beginning of the discourse with the perceptions of
thought. However, the perspective of those propositions changes according to our perceptions
over times.

Based on this idea, the study consists of an introduction that includes the key concepts
definitions; cognitive linguistics and mental spaces. The first section comprises the internal
dialogue, which is the Imam's (PBUH) dialogue with himself. The second section comprises
the external dialogue, which is the Imam's (PBUH) dialogue with others.

key words:
mental spaces, Imam Ali Al-Hadi (PBUH), internal dialogue, and external

dialogue.
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