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M Samarra in Nasseruldin Shah’s Observations §¥
¥ (25 December 1/ 1870 January 1871) ¢

Abstract:
Baghdad province was a destination for tourists, travelers, and visitors worldwide

due to its cultural heritage and the infallible Imams' shrines. Nasseruldin Shah was
one of these visitors to the holy cities in the Baghdad province at the end of 1870. He
recorded his observations about those shrines when Ottoman-Iranian relations were
significantly improving. Religious, political, and security motives drove Shah's visit to
the holy shrines. The Ottoman government's approval of the visit aimed to secure its
borders with Iran and improve relations.

Samarra was one of the holy cities visited by the Shah, and it was his last stop
before leaving Ottoman territories for Iran. The Shah spoke in his memoirs about the
most significant problem that his convoy faced in Samarra: the scarcity of food and
fodder that they suffered greatly from. It was why many of his companions left Baghdad
province for Iran before the Shah's departure. The Shah also shed light on the conditions
of the city through his description of its walls, houses, streets, and historical monuments,
which he sometimes described as "ruins" and sometimes as “castles.” He referred to the
ancient palaces without mentioning their names; some of these monuments were given
inaccurate names. In addition, his memoirs included a detailed description of the holy
shrine of the two Al-Askari Imams, especially the dome and the holy sanctuary, which
he had previously ordered to be renovated by his agent, Abdulhussein Al-Tehrani, and
he took pride in these accomplishments.

key words:
Samarra, Nasseruldin Shah, observations, and Baghdad.
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1-Ali Haydar Midhat Bey
, The Life of Midhat Pasha ,
(London: 1903).

2-Bussa. H, History of Per-
sia under Qajat rullr , translated
from the Persion of hasan — e
— fasais farsnam a — ye naseri ,
(New — york: 1973).
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