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Abstract:

This research aims to study the textual thresholds in the short story collection (Sisyphe
Pretends a Smile) by the Algerian writer Mohammed Qarf. The importance of this
research lies in the literary value of this short story collection, as it won first place in
the (Mohammed Dib Prize for the Novel 2016), in addition to its artistic functioning

of thresholds that convey profound philosophical dimensions revolving around
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human and his existential struggle and his role in building self and shaping identity.

This research has yielded a number of results including:
The collection of short stories is rich in philosophical burdens that appeared through
the writer's use of myths, philosophical theories, and literary texts in the thresholds of
the collection of short stories.
The semantic relationship between the threshold of the main title of the collection of
short stories and the thresholds of the titles of the three sections of the collection was
evident.
The internal titles of the stories were also linked to the titles of their sections. The
thresholds of the internal titles and the introduction had a close connection to the
contents of the stories.
This research has revealed a deep cultural and philosophical background of the writer
of the collection of short stories that enabled him to weave his narrative with
philosophical visions about human and the struggle of existence.
Keywords: Semiotics, thresholds, sisyphe, stories.
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