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Summary:

It is clear that the hunger strike policy adopted by the IRA prisoners during
their struggle, whether in the seventies or eighties of the last century, did not lead to
its goals in persuading the British government, headed by Margaret Thatcher, to
grant the IRA prisoners the status of political prisoners and what they called "status”.
Special category "after being promised earlier by the Minister of Northern Ireland
William Whatello some privileges to distinguish them from inmates who were
imprisoned as a result of paramilitary crimes, but these privileges were gradually
abolished by the Minister of Northern Ireland Verlaine Rasmi, and this led to strikes
inside the prisons in 1976 And 1978, called the Dirty Protest, was initially opposed
by the IRA, but in 1980 the prisoners began to escalate in an attempt to force the
British government to grant them political status. This led to the strike's supporters
holding a number of protest marches, demanding civil rights.

Bobby Sands is one of the most prominent strikers that ended with his
death, and before that he had won the seat of Harry West, leader of the Federalist

Party. All this did not discourage Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, who declared
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that she could not agree to granting special status to perpetrators of criminal acts,
even if his motives were political.

After the death of Sands and other prisoners, violence erupted in Northern
Ireland, in which 61 people were killed.
The hunger strike failed politically because it did not achieve its goals at that time,
but the paramilitary prisoners were able to take the status of prisoners of war.
The strikes led to the escalation of Sinn Féin's popularity, due to the sympathy of the
nationalist masses with them, and their obtaining more seats in the Northern Ireland
Council elections, and despite that, the nationalist movement was unable to win the
sympathy of the British government represented by its Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, who described the strikers as terrorists and that she You will not submit to
terrorism. On the other hand, Sinn Féin and the republican movement were able to
communicate their voice to the whole world in their belief in their cause, and they
were able to direct the world's attention to them and that Britain is a colonial state

occupying Northern Ireland.




