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Abstract

Hillah District, like other regions of Iraq, witnessed major changes in health
conditions during the period between 1914 and 1939. This period was a time
full of health challenges as a result of the social, economic and political
conditions that the region went through, especially in light of the
transformations that followed World War | and the transition from Ottoman
control to British administration, and then the establishment of the modern Iraqi
state, The population of Hillah District suffered from the spread of epidemics
and diseases as a result of weak capabilities and lack of health awareness, as
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diseases such as cholera, malaria and plague posed a constant threat to people's
lives. However, this period witnessed a role in health improvement through the
establishment of hospitals and health clinics and the implementation of public
health programs that aimed to combat diseases and improve the health
conditions of the population. This study aims to shed light on the health
conditions in Hillah District during the period between (1914-1939), which is
represented by the entry of the British occupation into Iraq and the end of King
Ghazi’s rule, with a focus on the efforts made to improve health care and the
challenges faced by the population and health institutions.The study included
three main axes. The first axis addressed the health conditions in Hillah District
during the Ottoman era and the most prominent developments that accompanied
this period, while the second axis addressed the emergence of health institutions
in Hillah District and the clinics that were opened in the district, while the third
axis addressed the most important pharmacies in the district and the most
prominent health services they provide to the population. This study relied on
many sources, and focused mostly on the documents found in the House of
Books and Documents in Bagdad, which was the first source on which this
study relied, as well as some published documents, Arabic books, published
research, and university theses.

Keywords: Health, Diseases, Hillah Brigade, Royal Court Files
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