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REGIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITION
IN THE MIDDLE EAST
AND ITS EFFECTS ON

IRAQ

ABSTRACT

Regional competition in the Middle East is
one of the most important topics which
sparked widespread debate. The strategic
importance of the Middle East lies in its
location on key points of the seas and
oceans from the western Atlantic Ocean to
the  eastern Arabian Gulf, the
Mediterranean Sea, the Red Sea, the
Arabian Sea, and many important natural
terrains. Also, its natural resources such as
crude oil, which made the region coveted by
the superpowers and nations. This led to
economic, political, and military
competition between these forces. Through
this study, we present some points that help
readers to understand the nature of
regional and international competition in
the Middle East and its effects on Irag. It
discusses the description and analysis of the
foreign policy of the United States of
America, the Russian Federation, and the
European Union towards the Middle East,
and the effects of these policies on Arab
countries in general and Iraq in particular.
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