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e Abstract

This research deals with the concept of decentralization in Iraq,
highlighting its political, administrative, financial, and economic
dimensions, and reviewing its various forms, such as geographic,

functional, political, and administrative centralization.

The research discusses the conditions for the success of
decentralization in Iraq, emphasizing the importance of agreeing
on its concepts, defining the boundaries of the experiment, the
belief of democratic elites in it, and an objective approach to the

experiences of other countries.

The research analyzes the role of oversight in the decentralized
system, reviewing the lraqi experience under successive eras
since the Yav.Interim Constitution up to the Y..ALaw on
Governorates Not Organized in a Region, concluding that the

Y..olragi Constitution overstrengthened the decentralized

councils and regions at the expense of the central authority. It

Ydo



Gl o Walals ASa) gl

also highlights the importance of popular and judicial oversight as

guarantees to prevent the arbitrariness of decentralized councils.

The research recommends the necessity of reviewing and
amending the lraqi constitution to achieve a better balance
between central authority and decentralization, and to ensure the

effectiveness of the political system in Iraq.

e Keywords: decentralization, central government, local
government, self-government, citizen participation,

service provision
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