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ABSTRACT

Iran has maintained diplomatic relations with many African countries, but its interest
in the continent declined sharply after the victory of the Islamic Revolution and the
overthrow of the Shah regime. This was because Iran was preoccupied with securing
the foundations of the new government and combating Iraq. However, once the war
ended, Iran's interest in Africa revived. Others managed to enter the continent in the
early twentieth century, and we can observe lIranian presence in West African
countries because these countries have large Islamic populations, creating suitable
environments for their presence and the spread of their influence. In order to defend
its interests and expand its influence in the region, as well as in South and North
Africa, Iran also pushes the theory of "maritime jihad" in the Nile Basin and East
African countries. This theory aims to shift the conflict focus from the Arabian Gulf
to the African Horn, specifically the Aden Gulf and the Bab el-Mandeb between
Eritrea and Yemen. Iran has also benefited from the economically strong Muslim
minority in South Africa, which accepts anti-Zionist Iranian slogans. It has also
established a presence in North African countries that Iran considers targets,
especially Algeria. Iran has succeeded in infiltrating the African continent through a
number of strategies, perhaps the most important of which is using the slogan of the
Iranian revolution "Revolution for the Support of the Oppressed" around the world.
This allowed Iran to take advantage of the cultural, social, and even political vacuum
between the Arab world and Africa
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