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Abstract -

Cultural heritage generally refers to the material and

immaterial legacies left by ancestors and previous
civilizations. It forms a link between the past and present,
representing a source of pride for nations and evidence
of their continuity throughout history. Intangible
cultural heritage, which includes practices, knowledge,
and perceptions passed down through generations, plays
a significant role in diversifying national income sources

and enhancing countries’ sovereignty in cultural,

political, and social realms. Therefore, it is crucial to

provide legal protection for this heritage to prevent its

unlawful exploitation and ensure its sustainability and
preservation from extinction In this context, the 2003
UNESCO Convention was established to protect
intangible cultural heritage globally. A notable example
of such heritage in Iraq is the Arba'een pilgrimage of

Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), which holds
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profound spiritual significance for Iragis and serves as a symbol of their religious and
national identity. The hospitality and services provided by Iraqis during this
pilgrimage reflect this spiritual character and embody the values of Iraqi society.
Hence, the Karbala Center for Studies and Research is working towards including the

Arba'een pilgrimage on the list of intangible cultural heritage to ensure its protection.
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