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Abstract:

The Prophetic Sunnah is the second primary source of Islamic legislation. It serves
as a reference for jurists to derive rulings and for educators and preachers to extract
valuable ethical and educational insights. For the Sunnah to fulfill these functions, it
must be understood accurately in light of linguistic meanings, the context of its narra-
tions, and the purposes and objectives behind it.

Ijtihad (independent reasoning) occupies the highest scholarly rank after Prophet-
hood and Messengership. It ensures the continuity and adaptability of Shariah, as the
finite nature of texts cannot encompass all contemporary issues and unprecedented
occurrences without the role of ijtihad.

This study emphasizes the importance of examining the role of ijtihad in the Pro-
phetic Sunnah, highlighting it as a methodology that should guide the reasoning of
jurists and muftis to achieve the overarching goals of Shariah in realizing both indi-
vidual and collective benefits.

Key Findings and Recommendations:

1. Practical Application of Quranic Teachings: The Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) transformed the Quranic call to reflection and contemplation into a practi-
cal reality through ijtihad in addressing events during his lifetime.

2. Essential Role of Ijtihad: Ijtihad is indispensable and cannot be substituted by
literal adherence to texts alone. It is necessary to employ intellect and reasoning to
address new developments, as exemplified by the Prophet’s own practice in both re-
ligious and worldly matters.

3. Purpose-Driven Prophetic Ijtihad: The Prophet’s ijtihad was distinguished by its
alignment with the objectives of Shariah, making it a defining feature of his legislative
efforts and a guiding principle for Islamic jurisprudence as a whole.

4. The Prophetic Methodology as a Comprehensive Framework: The Prophetic
approach extends beyond moral guidance to encompass legislative, intellectual, meth-
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odological, and behavioral dimensions. It aims to construct a civilizational model that
integrates religious and worldly concerns while being mindful of temporal and spatial
contexts.

5. Renewal Through Magqasid: The contemporary Muslim community urgently
needs to adopt a purpose-oriented (maqasid-based) approach in jurisprudence. This
ensures the flexibility of Islamic legal rulings in addressing modern challenges and
enhances the relevance and influence of Islamic law in society.

Keywords: (Methodologies, Ijtihad, Modern Developments, Practical Ijtihad, Jur-

isprudential Models).
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