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Abstract:

This study examines Imam Malik’s approach to citing athar (sayings or actions at-
tributed to the Companions) in his book Al-Muwatta, aiming to address the following
question: How did Imam Malik, may Allah have mercy on him, utilize the athar of
the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, to understand, clarify, and direct
the meanings of marfu’ (Prophetic) hadiths?

The importance of this research lies in its focus on elucidating one of the methodol-
ogies employed in understanding the Prophetic Sunnah by one of the prominent schol-
ars and jurists in both figh and hadith, Imam Malik, may Allah have mercy on him.

Therefore, the primary objective of this study is to demonstrate the benefit of the
Companions’ athar in explaining and directing the meanings of the Prophet’s % had-
iths, supported by examples and cases from Imam Malik’s Al-Muwatta.

The study concludes that Imam Malik’s main purpose in citing the athar of the
Companions was to use them as a means of better understanding the Sunnah of the

Prophet %

Keywords: Imam Malik, the Athar (Sayings of the Companions), the Marfu’ Had-

iths, and the Guidelines for Understanding the Sunnah
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1- Al-Istidhkar, Abu Umar Yusuf bin Abdullah Ibn Abdul Barr, edited by: Abdul
Muti Amin Qalaji, Dar Al-Muhsin, Cairo, 1st edition, 1414 AH / 1993 CE.

2- Tartib al-Madarek wa Taqreeb al-Masalik, Abu al-Fadl Al-Qadi Iyad bin Musa
al-Yahsubi, edited by: Ibn Tawit al-Tanji and others, Fadila Printing House - Moham-
media, Morocco, 1st edition, 1981-1983 CE.

3- At-Tagreeb wa at-Tayseer li Ma’rifat Sunan al-Bashir an-Nazir fi Usul al-Had-
ith, Abu Zakariya Muhiuddin Yahya bin Sharaf al-Nawawi, introduction, editing, and
commentary : Muhammad Osman al-Khisht, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut, 1st edition,
1405 AH / 1985 CE.

4- Al-Tamhid Lima fi al-Muwatta’ min al-Ma’ani wa al-Asanid, Abu Umar Yusuf
bin Abdullah Ibn Abdul Barr al-Namri, edited by: Mustafa bin Ahmad al-Alawi and
Muhammad Abdul Kabir al-Bakri, Ministry of General Endowments and Islamic Af-
fairs, Morocco, 1387 AH / 1967 CE.

5- Jami’ al-Tirmidhi or Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Abu Isa Muhammad bin Isa al-Tirmidhi,
edited by: Ahmad Shakir, Al-Babi al-Halabi Publishing House.

6- Al-Hadith wa al-Muhaddithun, Muhammad Muhammad Abu Zahwa, Dar al-Fikr
al-Arabi, Cairo, 1378 AH.

7- Sunan Abu Dawood, Abu Dawood Sulayman bin Ash’ath al-Sijistani, edited by:
Izzat Ubayd al-Da’as and Adel al-Sayyid, 1st edition, Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut, 1418 AH
/ 1997 CE.

8- Siyar A’lam al-Nubala’, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Dhahabi, ed-
ited by: Ali Abu Zaid and Shu’ayb al-Arna’ut, Al-Risalah Foundation, Beirut, 1st
edition, 1403 AH / 1983 CE.

9- Sahih Ibn Hibban by Ibn Balban’s Arrangement, Ala’ al-Din Ali bin Balban
al-Farsi, edited by: Shu’ayb al-Arna’ut, Al-Risalah Foundation, Beirut, 2nd edition,

1414 AH / 1993 CE.
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10- Sahih al-Bukhari or the Concise Musnad Sahih of the Matters, Sunnahs, and
Days of the Messenger of Allah i%, Muhammad bin Isma’il al-Bukhari, edited by:
Muhammad Zuhayr bin Nasir al-Nasser, Dar Tawq al-Najah (Photocopied from the
Sultanah edition with additional numbering by Muhammad Fu’ad Abdul-Bagqi), st
edition, 1422 AH.

11- Sahih Muslim or the Concise Musnad of Transmitting the Truthful Narrators
from the Truthful to the Messenger of Allah ﬁ% , Muslim bin al-Hajjaj al-Naysaburi,
edited by: a group of editors, Dar al-Jil, Beirut, a photocopied edition from the Turk-
ish edition printed in Istanbul, 1334 AH.

12- ‘Ulum al-Hadith by Ibn al-Salah, Uthman bin Abdul-Rahman Abu Amr Ibn
al-Salah, edited by: Nur al-Din ‘Itr, Dar al-Fikr, Damascus, Dar al-Fikr al-Mu’asir,
Beirut, 19th edition, 1434 AH / 2013 CE.

13- Al-Madkhal ila Muwatta’ Imam Malik bin Anas, Al-Tahir al-Azhari Khadhiri,
Technical Affairs Office, Kuwait, 1st edition, 1429 AH / 2008 CE.

14- Al-Masalik fi Sharh Muwatta’ Malik, Muhammad bin Abdullah Abu Bakr
bin al-Arabi al-Ma’afiri, edited by: Muhammad bin al-Hussein al-Sulaymani and
Aisha bint al-Hussein al-Sulaymani, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1st edition, 1428 AH
/ 2007 CE.

15- Musnad al-Siraj, Abu al-Abbas Muhammad bin Isma’il bin Ibrahim bin
Mehran al-Khurasani al-Naysaburi, known as al-Siraj, edited by: Ershad al-Haq
al-Atari, Department of Archeological Sciences, Faisalabad — Pakistan, 1423 AH
/ 2002 CE.

16- Al-Muntaga Sharh al-Muwatta’, Abu al-Walid Sulayman bin Khalaf al-Baji,
Al-Sa’adah Printing House, near the Governorate of Egypt, 1st edition, 1332 AH.

17- Al-Muwafaqat, Abu Ishaq Ibrahim bin Musa bin Muhammad al-Lakhmi
al-Gharnati, known as al-Shatibi, edited by: Abu Ubayda Mashhoor bin Hasan al-Sal-
man, Dar Ibn Affan, Ist edition, 1417 AH / 1997 CE.
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18- Muwatta’ Malik by the Narration of Yahya al-Laythi, Malik bin Anas al-Asba-
hi, edited by: Dr. Bashar Awad Ma’roof, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 2nd edition,
1417 AH / 1997 CE.

Academic Theses:
1. «Al-Mawqofat fi Sunan Abu Dawood: A Hadith and Figh Study» by Professor
[lham Atwi, a Master’s thesis at Prince Abderrahmane University of Islamic Sciences

in Constantine, Algeria, defended in the academic year 2015/2016.

Academic Articles:

1. «Applications of Understanding the Prophetic Tradition in Light of the Narra-
tions of the Companions and Followers According to Imam Malik through His Mu-
watta» by Dr. Fatima Qasim, Faculty of Islamic Sciences at the University of Adrar,
Algeria. This article was presented at the «Prophetic Tradition Between Sound Un-
derstanding and the Need for Renewal» Symposium in Dubai, held at the College of
Islamic Studies in Dubai from January 20-22, 2009.

2. «The Approach of the Early Scholars in the Jurisprudence of Hadith» by Dr.
Saleh Omar, from Prince Abderrahmane University of Islamic Sciences in Constan-
tine, Algeria. This article was presented at the Second Prophetic Tradition Symposium
in Dubai titled «The Noble Hadith and the Challenges of the Modern Age,» held at the

College of Islamic Studies in Dubai from March 28-30, 2005.



