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The Orientalist impact on writings of Maghribians Modernists

on the Purified Prophetic Sunnah Presentation and Criticism.
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Abstract:

This research paper aims to shed light on the position of Moroccan modernists such
as Arkoun, Al-Jabiri, and Al-Sharfi on the pure Prophetic Sunnah, by presenting some
of the intellectual contents related to the Prophetic Sunnah, such as the documentation
of the Sunnah and its reliability, the conditions of the authentic hadith, the method of
criticism among the modernists... and other ideas that these people have disseminat-
ed in their many writings, or included in their intellectual renaissance projects, and
their contemporary modernist readings; then comparing and contrasting them with the
documented Orientalist theses that dealt with such opinions and ideas related to the
Prophetic Sunnah.

The research concluded after induction, analysis, criticism and comparison to the
extent of the great similarity and clear influence of these Moroccan modernists with
those who preceded them from the Orientalists, whether in terms of the research
methods applied in the renewal reading of the prophetic text, and the mechanisms of
dealing with the major hadith collections as a heritage of the nation, or in terms of the
positions, opinions and judgments that they arrived at as necessary results of those

contemporary Western readings that they adopted in their writings.

Keywords: Orientalist influence; Moroccan modernists; Prophetic Sunnah; Hadith

scholars’ method.
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