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Abstract:

This research addresses the contemporary misconceptions surrounding the Hadith
of the Prophet’s (PBUH) marriage tAisha when she was six years old. Following
an introduction and a preliminary discussion, the study presents the narrations of the
Hadith, explains its meaning, and then examines the contemporary objections raised
against it, responding tthem. The twprimary objections are: the claim of contradiction
with historical events and the accusation of lustfulness and child abuse.

Regarding the first objection, the study counters it by highlighting that this claim
has nprecedent among the scholars of the Ummah throughout history. Rather, they
unanimously accepted the Hadith, with some even asserting its mutawatir (mass-trans-
mitted) status. Furthermore, the evidence cited by the critics is either authentic but not
explicit, or explicit but not authentic. Both can be refuted by the authentic and explicit
narrations found in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim.

As for the second objection, the study argues that its proponents neglect the histor-
ical and cultural context of the era. Marriages between individuals of significant age
differences were not unusual at that time. If such a practice had been objectionable,
the Prophet’s (PBUH) enemies—whwere constantly seeking tundermine him—would
have seized upon it as a point of criticism.

The research concludes with several key findings, the most important of which
are: the authentic Sunnah is divine revelation, like the Qur’an, and must be believed
in, understood in its proper context, and not hastily rejected. The credible scholars of
Islam have unanimously agreed on the authenticity of the Prophet’s (PBUH) marriage
tAisha at the age of six, including it in their works, explaining it, and deriving rulings
from it without objection or dissent.

In light of these findings, the study offers several recommendations, including: the
need tinclude a specialized subject in school curricula taddress misconceptions about

authentic Hadiths and prominent figures of Hadith studies, and the importance of uti-
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lizing media platforms texpose the falsehood of claims made by deniers of authentic
Hadiths and those whstir doubts about them.

Keywords: Prophetic Sunnah, Hadith, Hadith Criticism, Textual Criticism, Con-
temporary Misconceptions, Prophet’s (PBUH) Marriage tAisha, Marriage of Minors,
Lustfulness, Child Abuse.
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