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Abstract:

It is clear to every Muslim the importance of the Sunnah, as it, along with the
Qur’an, constitutes the primary and most important source of legislation for rulings.
This highlights the care of the early generations (Salaf) for the Sunnah, both in nar-
rating and understanding it, reflecting its high status and elevated position. Despite
its paramount significance, the Sunnah has been subjected to waves of doubt and the
spreading of misconceptions about it, as was the case with some of the Mutazila and
people of desires in the past, or as some Orientalists, secularists, and modernists have
done in our time. Our scholars faced these doubts and refuted them in the past through
many diverse efforts, and continue to do so in our time; a group of scholars stand
against the doubts of the skeptics, deeply studying and clarifying them, to expose
the errors of those who claim them and their ignorance. One of the most important
scholars who addressed these doubts and refuted them, clarifying the mistakes and de-
ception within them, is Sheikh Muhammad Abu Shahba. His methodology was char-
acterized by strength, composure, and persuasion, as he would address the ideas of
critics and skeptics and then respond to them. This study aims to highlight Sheikh Abu
Shahba’s methodology in confronting false claims and refuting doubts. The research
includes an introduction and a preamble that contains three main points: the first
explains the terms in the title, the second addresses the importance and status of the
Sunnah, the third reviews the efforts of past scholars in responding to misconceptions
about the Sunnah, and the fourth introduces Sheikh Muhammad Abu Shahba. Follow-
ing this, the study explores the Sheikh’s methodology through several sections: in the
first section, the Sheikh combines both general and detailed critique, preceded by an
introduction before responding to the doubt; in the second section, his knowledge of
the origin of the doubt by tracing it back to its original proponent and its roots; in the
third section, Sheikh Abu Shahba relies on authentic hadiths, historical reports, and

solid sources in his scholarly responses; in the fourth section, he reveals the ignorance
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of those who criticize and doubt the Sunnah, highlighting their lack of knowledge;
in the fifth section, he uses Arabic poetry and proverbs to respond. Finally, the study

concludes with the key findings.

Keywords: Methodology, Sunnah, Doubt, Critique, Orientalists.
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