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Abstract:

This study addresses the methodologies of the critical imams (may Allah have mer-
cy on them) who identified and uncovered many hidden defects in hadith narrations
and their causes. These defects could only be revealed by an insightful and percep-
tive critic skilled in analyzing narrations and transmission chains, particularly since
they often involved trusted narrators. Such defects might arise from subtle forms of
concealment, such as tadlis (concealing a break in the chain) or irsaal (omission of a
link). This is because the narration of a trusted narrator from someone contemporane-
ous with him, sometimes explicitly stating that he heard directly from him and at other
times including an intermediary, required close scrutiny.

This study specifically examines the phenomenon of ‘an‘ana (narrating with the
term “from”) among trustworthy narrators in cases of contemporaneity without con-
firmed direct meeting—a critical study. It focuses on narrators for whom no evidence
exists of direct meetings with their sources. The methodology of the critical imams in
such cases was to rule out direct hearing, invalidate the claim of direct transmission,
and affirm that error had occurred, negating the authenticity of such narrations. Al-
Imam Al-hafith Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali (may Allah have mercy on him) discussed the
methodology of the imams in handling such narrations. He stated: “If a trusted narra-
tor occasionally transmits from someone contemporaneous with him without evidence
of direct meeting, and sometimes includes an intermediary in his narration, the imams
infer from this the absence of direct hearing from that person.” He also remarked:
“The statements of Ahmad, Abu Zur‘a, and Abu Hatim on this matter are numerous
and extensive, and their writings revolve around the idea that mere evidence of con-
temporaneity does not suffice to establish direct hearing. Hearing is not confirmed
without explicit evidence, and the narration of someone who sometimes narrates di-
rectly and at other times through an intermediary indicates the absence of direct hear-

ing unless explicitly proven.” We provided examples to illustrate the methodology
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of the early imams regarding narrators who contemporaneously narrated from their
sources without confirmed meetings. Their narrations were sometimes direct and at
other times mediated, which served as evidence of the absence of direct hearing and
indicated that such narrations were interrupted.

Examples examined include the narrations of Qatadah, Al-Sha‘bi, Sa‘id ibn Jubayr,
Abu Qilabah, Abu Rafi® Al-Saigh, Mujahid, Khaythamah ibn Abd al-Rahman, Yunus
ibn Ubayd, and Abdullah ibn Naji, among others. The results of the study revealed
that their narrations from their sources were interrupted, with no evidence of direct
hearing. The study clarified such defects, which had been uncovered by the critical
imams of early generations (may Allah have mercy on them).

The study is structured into two sections, preceded by an introduction and followed

by a conclusion.

Keywords: The An’anah, Trustworthy, Narrators, Modernity
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