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Abstract:

Defending the authority of the Prophetic Sunnah represents a cornerstone in pre-
serving the Islamic creed and safeguarding its identity. As the second source of Is-
lamic legislation, the Sunnah complements the Qur’an in constructing a framework
of beliefs and rulings. Thus, studying and refuting the doubts raised against it is not
merely a religious duty but also an intellectual necessity aimed at strengthening the
foundations of faith and protecting it from distortions. Moreover, a correct under-
standing of the Prophetic Sunnah contributes to building a balanced Muslim person-
ality, equipping individuals for constructive dialogue with others, and defending the
values of their religion in the face of extremist currents and deviant ideas.

This study aims to inventory the historical doubts concerning the authority of the
Prophetic Sunnah and provide scholarly responses to them. The research is expected
to consist of an introduction, a preface, four chapters, and a conclusion.

- The preface: Defines the concept of doubt.

- Chapter One: Discusses the alleged contradiction between the Sunnah and reason.

- Chapter Two: Responds to the doubt regarding the authority of solitary reports.

- Chapter Three: Addresses the argument against the documentation of the Sunnah.

- Chapter Four: Counters the claim that the Sunnah is not divinely inspired.

To achieve the desired benefits, the research will employ the inductive method to
track the most prominent doubts in this context, the descriptive method to clearly out-
line these doubts, and the critical method to provide responses to the raised arguments.

The research is expected to reach several conclusions, including:

- Presenting strong evidence for the authority of the Prophetic Sunnah helps
strengthen Muslims’ faith in the fundamentals of their religion and protects them
against doubts.

- Identifying the main doubts facing the Prophetic Sunnah through an in-depth

Keywords: Authority, Prophetic Sunnah, Historical Doubts, Responses.
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- Usul Al-Sarkhasi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Sahl Shams Al-A’imma
Al-Sarkhasi (d. 483 AH), Dar Al-Ma’rifah, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1414 AH-1993 CE.

- Al-Anwar Al-Kashifah Lima Fi Kitab Adwa’ An Al-Sunnah Min Al-Zalal
Wa Al-Tadleel Wa Al-Mujazafah, Abdul Rahman bin Yahya Al-Muallimi, Alam
Al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1986 CE.

- Al-Ta’rifat, Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali Al-Zain Al-Sharif Al-Jurjani (d. 816
AH), Edited by a team of scholars under the supervision of the publisher, Dar Al-Ku-
tub Al-Ilmiyyah, Beirut-Lebanon, 1st Edition, 1403 AH-1983 CE.

- Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Tafsir Al-Quran Al-Azim), Abu Al-Fida Ismail bin Umar
bin Kathir Al-Qurashi Al-Basri, later Al-Dimashqi, Edited by Muhammad Hussain
Shams Al-Din, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1419 AH.

oty



Jj.l}J\W .2

- Tafsir Al-Sa’di (Tayseer Al-Kareem Al-Rahman Fi Tafsir Kalam Al-Man-
nan), Abdul Rahman bin Nasir Al-Sa’di, Edited by Abdul Rahman bin Mualla Al-Lu-
hayq, Al-Risalah Foundation, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1422 AH-2001 CE.

- Al-Tamhid Lima Fi Al-Muwatta Min Al-Ma’ani Wa Al-Asanid, Abu Umar
Yusuf bin Abdullah Ibn Abd Al-Barr Al-Qurtubi, Edited by Mustafa bin Ahmad
Al-Alawi and Muhammad Abd Al-Kabeer Al-Bakri, Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs, Morocco, 1387 AH.

- Al-Jami’ Al-Kamil Fi Al-Hadith Al-Sahih Al-Shamil Al-Murattab Ala
Abwab Al-Figh, Abu Ahmad Muhammad Abdullah Al-A’zami, known as “Al-Di-
ya”, Dar Al-Salam Publishing and Distribution, Riyadh - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Ist Edition, 1437 AH - 2016 CE, Vol. 6/363.

- Al-Jami’ Al-Kabir (Sunan Al-Tirmidhi), Abu Isa Muhammad bin Isa Al-Tir-
midhi (d. 279 AH), Edited, authenticated, and commented on by Bashar Awad Ma’ruf,
Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1996 CE.

- Jami’ Al-Masa’il Wa Al-Qawa’id Fi Ilm Al-Usul Wa Al-Magqasid, Abdul
Fattah bin Muhammad Masilhi, Dar Al-Lu’lu’a Publishing and Distribution, Mansou-
ra, Egypt, 1st Edition, 1443 AH - 2022 CE.

- Al-Hadathah Wa Mawqifuha Min Al-Sunnah, Al-Harith Fakhri Isa, Al-Dar
Al-Salam, Cairo, 1st Edition, 2013 CE.

- Khabar Al-Wahid Wa Hujjiyatuh, Dadu Al-Shangqiti, Deanship of Scientific
Research at the Islamic University, Madinah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 1st Edition,
1422 AH.

- Defending the Sunnah and Refuting the Doubts of Orientalists and Contem-
porary Writers, Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Sawaylim Abu Shahbah (d. 1403
AH), Maktabat Al-Sunnah, 1st Edition, 1989 CE.

- The Prophetic Sunnah in the Writings of Islam’s Opponents: Discussing
and Refuting Them, Dr. Imad Al-Sayyid Al-Sharbini, Dar Al-Yaqgeen, Egypt, 1st
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Edition, 1423 AH, p. 120.

- Al-Sunnah Wa Makanatuha Fi Al-Tashri’, Mustafa bin Husni Al-Siba’i, Is-
lamic Bureau, Beirut, 3rd Edition, 1412 AH.

- Sunan Abu Dawood, Sulayman bin Al-Ash’ath Al-Sijistani Al-Azdi (d. 275
AH), Edited by Muhammad Muhyi Al-Din Abdul Hamid, Al-Maktaba Al-Asriya,
Beirut, Undated Edition, 2009 CE.

- The Thirty Doubts Raised to Deny the Prophetic Sunnah: Presentation,
Refutation, and Criticism, Abdul Azim Ibrahim Muhammad Al-Mut’ani (d. 1429
AH), Wahba Library, 1st Edition, 1420 AH - 1999 CE, p. 38.

- Shubuhat Hawl Hujjiyat Al-Sunnah Wa Al-Radd Alayha, Asmaa Ibrahim
Sadiq Abdul Samee’, Cairo, Journal of Usul Al-Din Sector, Issue 20, p. 670. In-
tellectual and Doctrinal Approaches of Modernists to Criticize the Sources of
Religion, Anas Suleiman Al-Masri, University of Jordan Conference, Deanship of
Scientific Research, Studies in Sharia Sciences and Law, Department of Hadith, Issue
1, 2015 CE.

- Sahih Al-Bukhari, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ismail bin Ibrahim bin
Al-Mughirah bin Bardizbah Al-Bukhari Al-Ju’fi, Edited by a team of scholars, Sultan-
ate Edition, Al-Amiriya Press, Bulaq, Egypt, 1311 AH.

- Sahih Muslim, Al-Musnad Al-Sahih Al-Mukhtasar Min Al-Sunan Bin Naql Al-
Adl An Al-AdI Ila Rasul Allah %‘é&ﬁ, by Abu Al-Husayn Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj Al-Qu-
shayri Al-Nisaburi, Dar Tayba, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh, 1st Edition, 1427
AH-2006 CE.

- Al-‘Uddah Fi Usul Al-Figh, Judge Abu Ya’la Muhammad bin Al-Husayn bin
Muhammad bin Khalaf Ibn Al-Farra (d. 458 AH), Edited by Dr. Ahmad bin Ali bin
Sir Al-Mubaraki, Associate Professor at the College of Sharia in Riyadh, Imam Mu-
hammad bin Saud Islamic University, 2nd Edition, 1410 AH-1990 CE.

- Fath Al-Qadeer, Muhammad bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-Shawkani
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Al-Yemeni, Dar Ibn Kathir, Dar Al-Kalam Al-Tayyib, Damascus, Beirut, 1st Edition,
1414 AH.

- The Qur’aniyoon: Their Origins, Beliefs, and Arguments, Ali Muhammad
Zino, Dar Al-Qabas, Damascus, 1st Edition, 1432 AH.

- Al-Kitab Wa Al-Quran, Muhammad Shahrour, Dar Al-Ahali, Damascus, 1st
Edition, No Date.

- Lisan Al-Arab, Muhammad bin Makram bin Ali, Abu Al-Fadl, Jamal Al-Din Ibn
Manzur Al-Ansari Al-Ruwaifi’i Al-Afriki, Dar Sader, Beirut, 3rd Edition, 1414 AH.

- Madarij Al-Salikin Bayna Manazil Iyyaka Na’budu Wa Iyyaka Nasta’een,
Muhammad bin Abi Bakr bin Ayyub bin Saad Shams Al-Din Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawzi-
yyah, Edited by Muhammad Al-Mu’tasim Billah Al-Baghdadi, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Ara-
bi, Beirut, 3rd Edition, 1416 AH.

- Al-Madkhal Ila Al-Sunnah Al-Nabawiyyah, Abdul Mahdi Abdul Qadir Abdul
Hadi, Maktabat Al-Iman, Cairo, 1st Edition, 2016 CE.

- Al-Mu’jam Al-Wasit, Academy of the Arabic Language in Cairo, Ibrahim Mus-
tafa, Ahmad Al-Zayyat, Hamid Abdul Qadir, Muhammad Al-Najjar, Dar Al-Da’wah,
Cairo, Undated Edition.

- Chapters on the History of the Sunnah, Its Authority, and Responses to
Doubts About It, Yusuf Abdul Lawi, Dar Tawakkul for Publishing and Distribution,
Ist Edition, 2016 CE.
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