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Abstract:

The purified prophetic Sunnah is the second infallible source for guiding Muslims,
and it is the next reference to the Book of Allah - the Most High - in the field of
legislation, judiciary and jurisprudence, and in the field of advocacy, education and
guidance. No Muslim from the predecessors of this nation disputed the authority of
the prophetic Sunnah as a religious necessity. However, it has faced challenges from
some ignorant and self-proclaimed scholars, its enemies, and those who seek to un-
dermine it. New enemies of the Sunnah have emerged from Westernizers and mod-
ernists, who have used the same weapons as ancient opponents, such as Orientalists,
in the present era. These opponents played a significant role in attacking the Sunnah
and casting doubt on its authenticity. They added new weapons drawn from contem-
porary culture, attempting to break away from the Prophetic Sunnah, rid themselves
of its established rulings, and distance themselves from its light and guidance. Their
attacks focused on the most important books of the Sunnah after the Qur’an, namely,
the assault on Sahih al-Bukhari, spreading misleading and false ideas about it. Their
goal is to undermine the Prophetic Sunnah, stir discord, and create confusion among
the general Muslim populace, leading them to doubt the very foundations of their
faith. Sahih al-Bukhari is the cornerstone of Muslim literature, and diminishing its
status and authority among Muslims is tantamount to negating the Prophetic Sunnah
itself, thus denying it as the second source of Islam. However, Allah — the Almighty
— has destined scholars of this era to defend the Sunnah and Sahih al-Bukhari. They
have effectively countered the doubts of the skeptics with compelling arguments and
exposed the falsehoods of the fabricators with irrefutable truths. Given the gravity and
importance of this matter in Islamic legislation and the derivation of legal rulings, and
since the reality contradicts the preceding claims, I decided to write a research paper
on (The Doctrinal and Intellectual Foundations of the Schools Criticizing Sahih al-

Bukhari and Their Refutation). I started it with an introduction in which I mentioned

YVA



a definition of Imam al-Bukhari and his Sahih. Then I moved to the first section:
The first section, the objectives of the challenges and the foundations of the doctrinal
schools. In the second section, I discussed the second section: The most important
doubts raised about Imam al-Bukhari and his Sahih. Then a conclusion in which I
summarized the most important results of the research that I achieved, followed by a

list of sources and references.

Keywords: Sunnah, Al-Bukhari, Intellectual Schools, Sahih Books.
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