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Research Abstract:

Allah revealed His Holy Book in clear Arabic, then sent His trustworthy Messen-
ger (peace and blessings be upon him) with his Sunnah as guidance and clarification
for all mankind. His (peace and blessings be upon him) communication with his
people was in accordance with their innate language and various dialects, so every-
one understood him without difficulty or constraint. Then, as generations and years
passed, problems arose in understanding and applying the Prophetic Sunnah, both in
transmission (Riwayah) and comprehension (Dirayah). Opinions diverged between
those who were strict in their understanding and those who attacked and diluted the
rulings of the Sunnah, such as modernists and the like. Between these two extremes,
a moderate view emerged, relying on established scholarly principles and rules in un-
derstanding the Prophetic Sunnah, in order to protect it from falling into excessive or
lax interpretations.

The aim of this study is to identify some of the scholarly principles used in under-
standing the Prophetic Hadith, and to highlight the moderate approach of scholars in
dealing with the Sunnah, compared to the intellectual deviations of those who attack

or are overly strict in their interpretation of the Sunnah.

Key Words: Sunnah, Principles (or Criteria/Rules), Understanding (or Compre-

hension), Sciences (of Hadith), Hadit
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by Imam al-Nawawi, a key text in the Shafi>i school of Islamic jurisprudence. This
commentary provides a detailed explanation of its rulings.

_ The Book of Definitions, by Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jurjani, published by Dar
al-Kutub al->Ilmiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st edition, 1983 CE. This is a highly influ-
ential dictionary of philosophical, theological, and scientific terms used in Islamic
scholarship.

_ The Guide in the Sciences of the Quran, by Ali Hasan Muhammad, published by
Muassasat al-Risalah, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st edition, 2000 CE / 1421 AH. This book
covers various disciplines related to the Quman, including Tafsir (exegesis), Tajwid

(recitation), and Qirarat (variant readings).
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_ Al-Figh al-Akbar (The Greatest Jurisprudence), by Abu Hanifa al-Nuyman, pub-
lished by Maktabat al-Furqan, United Arab Emirates, 1st edition, 1999 CE. This is
one of the earliest and most important texts on Islamic creed (Aqgidah) according to
the Hanafi school of thought.

_ Sahih al-Bukhari, by Muhammad ibn Ismayil al-Bukhari, published by Dar al-Ta»-
sil, Cairo, Egypt, Ist edition, 2012 CE. Sahih al-Bukhari is considered the most au-
thentic book of Hadith by Sunni Muslims.

_ Al-Zarqani>s Commentary on al-Muwatta) of Imam Malik, by Muhammad ibn
Abd al-Bagqi al-Zargani, edited by Taha Abd al-Ra)uf Sa)d, published by Maktabat
al-Thaqafa al-Diniyya, Cairo, 1st edition, 2003 CE. Al-Muwatta) by Imam Malik is
one of the earliest collections of Hadith and legal rulings, and al-Zargani>s commen-
tary is a significant explanation of it.

_ The Vast Overflowing Ocean in Explaining Sahih al-Imam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj,
by Muhammad ibn Ali al-Ethiopy, published by Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, 1st edition, 1386 AH (approximately 1966 CE). This is a comprehensive
commentary on Sahih Muslim, considered a valuable resource for understanding the
Hadith.

_ The Concise Book on the Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence, by Muhammad
Mustafa al-Zuhayli, published by Dar al-Khayr for Printing, Damascus, Syria, 2nd
edition, 2006 CE. This book provides a concise overview of Usul al-Figh (the princi-
ples of Islamic jurisprudence), making it accessible to beginners.

_ The Meanings of Words in the Discussions of the Jurists, by Yaqub ibn Abd
al-Wahhab al-Bahusayn, published by Dar al-Tadmuriyyah, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 1st
edition, 2013 CE. This book analyzes the semantic nuances of terms used in Islamic
legal discourse, which is essential for accurate interpretation of religious texts.

_ How We Should Deal with the Sunnah, by Yusuf al-Qaradawi, published by Dar

al-Wafa) for Printing, al-Mansura, Egypt, 1st edition, 1990 CE. This book discusses
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the methodology of understanding and applying the Sunnah in contemporary times.

_ The Elevated Beacon on the Authentic and the Weak (Hadith), by Ibn Qayyim
al-Jawziyya, edited by Abd al-Fattah Abu Ghudda, published by Maktabat al-Matbwat
al-Islamiyya, Aleppo, Syria, 1st edition, 1970 CE. This is a key text in Hadith meth-
odology, focusing on distinguishing authentic (Sahih) from weak (Da»if) narrations.

_ Faisal Bin Fadil, «Distressing and Sad Hadith in al-Bukhari,» published on the
Tartil al-Quran Electronic Website. This article discusses some Hadith in Sahih al-
Bukhari that some may find challenging or problematic.

_ Muammar Jabbar, «Why Does the Novelist Amin al-Zawi Bear a Grudge Against

Abu Hurairah?»
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