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Abstract:

Modernist thought is one of the most important challenges facing the Islamic na-
tion, as it carries within it a set of trends that pose a threat to all aspects of Islamic
life. Modernists have bet on building their intellectual project on foundations that
are hostile to the principles of Islamic law and fight the ideals that this law brought,
after describing those ideals as reactionary and backward. The Prophetic Sunnah had
a large share of these modernist studies. Modernists have read the texts of the Pro-
phetic Sunnah in an interpretive manner that derives its mechanisms from outside the
scope of Islamic readings, and even comes in accordance with the Western experi-
ence. Modernists have employed these readings to achieve a kind of cognitive break
between these texts and what can be called “heritage readings” so that they can open
the door wide open to understanding these texts with a moody understanding that fluc-
tuates with each era and circumstance without a link or control. There is no doubt that
such modernist employment of the Prophetic Sunnah in turn reflects negatively on the
Islamic faith, as the modernist mind’s practice of absolute authority in the intellectual

and religious arena makes the axioms subject to debate and criticism.
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