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Abstract:

Interest in the Prophetic Sunnah is not a modern phenomenon; it dates back to the
time of the Companions of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and their
successors. The Companions displayed great diligence in verifying narrations, em-
ploying measures such as questioning, requiring oaths, or demanding witnesses. This
study examines an example involving Umar ibn al-Khattab and Abu Musa al-Ash’ari,
showcasing the Companions’ meticulousness in safeguarding the authenticity of the
Sunnah. It argues against claims that the documentation and critique of the Sunnah
occurred belatedly, providing evidence of early critical practices.

Objectives of the Study:

1. To highlight the Companions’ role in verifying Prophetic narrations.

2. To counter modern criticisms of the authenticity and preservation of the Sunnabh,
particularly by Quranists and modernist thinkers.

3. To affirm the enduring value of the Sunnah as a source of Islamic guidance.

Key Example:

The study delves into the incident where Umar ibn al-Khattab questioned Abu
Musa al-Ash’ari upon hearing a hadith he did not personally know. Umar demanded
evidence, prompting Abu Musa to seek corroboration from Ubayy ibn Ka’b. Upon
verification, Umar acknowledged the narration, emphasizing the importance of accu-

racy and caution, even among truthful and upright Companions.

Structure of the Study:

1. Introduction:

o The historical significance of verifying narrations.

0 An overview of criticisms against the Sunnah and their contemporary resurgence.
2. First Chapter: The Methodology of the Companions in Verification:

o Practices such as questioning, requiring witnesses, and corroboration.
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0 The example of Umar and Abu Musa as a model of early scrutiny.

3. Second Chapter: Refuting Claims of Delayed Critique and Documentation:

o Evidence of early critical practices by the Companions.

o The role of the Companions in laying the groundwork for hadith sciences.

4. Third Chapter: The Relevance of the Companions’ Approach in Modern Times:

0 Addressing contemporary doubts raised by Quranists and modernists.

o Affirming the authenticity and preservation of the Sunnah.

5. Conclusion:

o Summary of findings.

0 Recommendations for using the Companions’ methodology to respond to modern
challenges.

Key Findings:

- The Companions’ rigorous approach to verifying narrations underscores their
commitment to preserving the Sunnah.

- Critiques of the Sunnah as a late development are unfounded, as the verification
process began with the first generation of Muslims.

- The example of Umar ibn al-Khattab highlights the balance between trust and
accountability, even among individuals known for their integrity.

Keywords: (Verification, Companions, Narrations, Imam Ahmad, Sunnah).
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