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Abstract:

The issue of understanding the Quranic text, interpreting it, re-reading it, and at-
tempting to derive its meanings was not a new event; rather, it is an ancient discourse
that emerged since the first century of the eternal message. Various methods and
mechanisms were employed to address this understanding and mature the process of
interpretation. This included engagement with terms such as “clear” and “ambigu-
ous,” moving through the apparent and inner understanding of the text, to the current
stage that utilizes historical, semiotic, deconstructive, anthropological, epistemologi-
cal, linguistic, and phenomenological analyses among other approaches. This aim is to
produce an interpretive process which the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
are understood in the context of the Quranic text.

The challenge arises in reinterpreting the Quranic text using Western methodolo-
gies that Western thought applied to sacred texts (Torah and Gospel). Contemporary
Arab modernist thought has sought to apply these methodologies to the Quranic text,
attempting to create a developmental project by re-reading the Quranic text while by-
passing the Islamic concept of “revelation” and considering the Quranic revelation as
a divine discourse to humans, related to their reality and keeping up with the develop-
ments of that reality. This modernist understanding is achieved through focusing on a
literary-linguistic approach to comprehend the text.

The research will demonstrate the clear impact of Western philosophers and Ori-
entalists’ methodologies on shaping the intellectual background of Arab modernists,
highlighting that these methodologies lack a balanced scientific approach. The stark
difference between systematic foundational interpretation and unrestrained modernist
interpretation, which seeks to undermine the sanctity of the Quranic text, will become
evident.

Keywords: Modernity, Prophetic Traditions, Modernist Interpretation, Decon-

structive Approach, Historical, Methodology
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