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Abstract:

The study critiques the methodology of absolute rejection and radical skepticism
adopted by some researchers toward Islamic heritage, arguing that it lacks scientif-
ic foundations. The study highlights that this approach is based on unsubstantiated
assumptions, such as the existence of a “grand conspiracy” among hadith scholars
across generations—a weak claim that reflects flaws in the critical theory rather than
in the criticized material. Furthermore, the text opposes a wishful reading of history
that disregards scientific research standards and excessive reliance on the political
interpretation of history, which is often characterized by inappropriate projections and
biases.

The introduction of the theory of “religious imaginary” into the study of the Pro-
phetic Sunnah overlooks the rigorous methodologies of hadith scholars, which com-
bined oral transmission with written documentation and preserved material evidence
such as inscriptions and papyri. This oversight reveals either ignorance of scientific
methodologies or ideological bias. The study proposes removing the theory from
its ideological framework and redirecting it toward scientifically verifiable domains,
emphasizing the authenticity of transmission over the acceptability of reason. It also
advocates enabling hadith scholars to analyze texts critically and render balanced
judgments whether acceptance, rejection, or nuanced evaluation.

Keywords: Religious Imaginary, Prophetic Hadith, Political Interpretation of His-

tory, Radical Skepticism, Criticism of the Sunnah.
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