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Abstract

This study investigates how women’s empowerment is reflected in Arabic
literature and considers Nawal El-Saddawi’s The Innocence of the Devil as a
Sample. Critical discourse analysis is used as a method for studying some
selected extracts. The model adopted is an eclectic one. The approaches of
Fairclough (1989, 2003) and Van Dijk (2000, 2003) were utilized to examine the
data of the study. The analysis involves three levels of analysis: descriptive,
interpretation and explanation. The current study aims to critically analyze the
novel on the three levels of analysis in order to highlight the ideological
strategies used and to find out how ideology affects the author’s mind and
language. It is hypothesized that the discourse of women’s empowerment in
Arab countries is still in its early stages. Yet, Arab women, like all feminist
movements, made sure to let their voice reach the edge of the world because
many vocal Arab female writers have written different works that deal with
women’s rights and gender equality. Data analysis shows that El- Saddawi tackles
various societal and religious aspects, such as education, sexuality, and tradition
in which women's submission to and revolution against violence are found. The
study has come up with findings that validate the set hypotheses.

Keywords: CDA, DA, El-Saddawi, women’s empowerment, Innocence of the
Devil
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1.1 Introduction

Nawal El- Saddawi is a feminist author who attempts to empower Arab
women through writing about them and making them central figures in her works.
She portrays strong rebellious women who challenge the norms of the oppressive
society.

Nawal El- Saddawi’s novel The Innocence of the Devil was published in
Arabic in 1992 under the title Jannat wa-Iblis. Sherif Hetata translated it into
English, and the University of California Press published it in 1994,

Genette (1997: 75) comments on the importance of the title of any book as
it gives the reader the first impression about the content of the text itself. In El
Saddawi’s novel, the title was translated in a manner that affects women’s
representation. The original Arabic title was Jannat wa-1blis which included the
two protagonists’ names: Jannat and Eblis. In Arabic, their names mean Heaven
and the Devil, which is related to the novel’s theological content where El-
Saddawi raises many religious inquiries through her work. However, if one
investigates the English translation title, the translator changes it to The Innocence
of the Deuvil, the last chapter’s title. This change might seem insignificant, but it
plays arole in the cultural connotations delivered through the title. The translation
title does not mention or include any reference to Jannat, the female protagonist.
In the novel’s events and translation, she is portrayed as a rebellious woman who
refuses to wear the veil and is accused of being in an alley with the devil. She is
described as a strong woman. Removing her name from the title shifts the novel’s
focus and makes it appear to the reader primarily to discuss the religious struggle
between God and the devil and how the devil is found innocent at the end.

This is important as it gives the reader the first impression of the text’s
content. In a manner that impacts women, Jannat’s portrayal means, “It included
the names of the protagonists: Jannat and Iblis.” Their names, in Arabic, refer to
“Heaven and Hell.” The title of the English translation has been changed to The
Innocence of the Devil, which is the final chapter in the novel. It might look short
in size, but it affects many different facets of our culture. The title reflects that the
entire novel is about the battle between God and the devil.

El-Saddawi discusses many aspects of the domestic culture of Egypt.
Nonetheless, the principal focus is religion in general, regarding it as the primary
source of the oppression of women. She emphasizes theological patriarchy
depicted in the sacred books in the story of Adam and Eve in terms of monotheism
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where a single male god is the dominant, Eve weakness since she is as a fallen
woman, male Satan (the serpent), and men designated as religious leaders
(prophets) with authority over women.

Indirectly, she attacks controversial issues using the characters and their
experiences. Not only does she address patriarchy but also other topics like
cultural values, honor, pride, status, lesbianism, women’s oppression, religious
leaders, deity, fate, and authority. Many religious references are employed
throughout the novel, remarking the discrimination resulting from many doctrines
and practices, most of Islam, even if Christianity and Judaism are not accepted.

Recently, the study of contemporary political literature, especially fiction,
has established a strong link with critical discourse analysis. Accordingly, critics
have tried to use this approach to find power relations within the text. One of the
essential approaches to critical discourse analysis is Fairclough’s theory, which
can help find features ignored by ordinary reading (Sirias, 2000; Wang, 2016;
Afshin, 2017).

Fairclough’s theory is the most comprehensive method for researching the
novel compared to other critical discourse analysis theories. This approach delves
into the relationships between linguistic events and cultural, political, and social
factors (Crystal, 2008: 123). Fairclough (2000: 168) considers discourse as
consisting of three elements: i.e., text, interaction”, and social Conte” He
describes his method of analysis in the three stages of “text description”
“interpretation of the relationship between text and interactive” and “explanation
of the relationship between interaction and social Conte”

1.2 The problem of the study

Empowerment Discourse has not been investigated before on a critical
discourse analysis basis. The lack of literature results from a well-established
discursive approach adopted here as a theoretical framework that may help
explain the nature of empowerment discourse.

1.3  Research Question

Following Fairclough’s theory, the paper raises the questions below:

1. How are the author’s ideological views represented in the text?

2. What linguistic tools are effective in explaining the author’s ideology?
Concerning these questions, the research was undertaken to represent the ideology
affecting the author’s mind and language and explain the relationship between the
novel’s text and society at both the micro and macro levels.
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1.4 Hypothesis
The discourse of women’s empowerment in Arab countries is opposed to

the Western, still in its early stages; it cannot be considered a genre. Nevertheless,
Arab women, like all feminist movements, made sure to let their voice reach the
edge of the world because many vocal Arab female writers have written different
works that deal with women’s rights and gender equality.

1.5 Aims of the study

The present study’s primary purpose is to critically analyze the novel “The
Innocence of the Devil” on the three levels of description, interpretation, and
explanation.

1.6 Data Collection and analytical procedure
The data involves five sample segments out El-Saddawi’s novel “The

Innocence of the Devil). The novel chosen is meant to be ideologically loaded
since it reflects a social reality of the Arab world. It is a feminist novel by its
reference to different feminist issues like gender inequality, gender violence,
social patriarchy, and men’s dominance over women, etc.

Each segment is analyzed according to three levels of analysis: Textual,
Process, and social analyses. Moreover, cautious attention is paid to the
ideological strategies used in the selected segments.

1.7 Model of the Study
The present paper adopts an eclectic model based on Fairclough’s (1989,

2003) social practice model and Van Dijk’s (2000, 2013) socio-cognitive model.
1.8 Critical Discourse Analysis

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) aims to unpack implicit discourse
constructs that are common and recognized as typical discourse characteristics
over time. The purpose of CDA is to critically investigate social inequality “as
articulated, signaled, created, legitimized and so on through language” Fairclough
(2003) argues that our language also forms our personality, social experiences,
and values. Accordingly, CDA is a way to discuss potential social and cultural
changes and reforms. The first goal of Fairclough’s CDA is to help raise
awareness of how language leads to others’ oppression. The second is to raise
language awareness, which may affect an individual community’s dominance
over others. Consciousness is also recognized as the first step to liberation.
Therefore, Fairclough (ibid) suggests three phases of analysis: description,
interpretation, and explanation phases.
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In-text analysis (description phase), Fairclough (1989, 1992) states that
“textual analysis requires an overview of how proposals are arranged and how
proposals are put together and sequence” He suggests that text analysis may
involve studying elements like vocabulary, grammar, cohesion, and text structure.
As for vocabulary, it mainly includes single terms: word preferences, the
definition of terms, vocabulary, metaphor. Meanwhile, grammar contains words
paired with clauses and phrases: transitivity and mode. Moreover, cohesion
discusses the interrelating clauses and phrases: connectives, argumentation.
Finally, text structures: deal with the large-scale organizational features:
Interaction management, sentence duration, and complexity

However, in the current study, the focus will be on the transitivity system;
as for vocabulary, they are implicitly referred to while explaining the ideological
strategies.

Concerning discursive analysis (interpretation phase), Fairclough notes that
the element of discursive experience defines the meaning of documents’
processes. Texts are produced in a certain way in similar social contexts and
interpreted in different social contexts differently. Consumption and development
can be either individual or collective. In this approach, Fairclough uses three
essential aspects that link a text to its broader social context, namely the strength
of utterances: speech acts to analyze the roles of utterances should be given
attention following text analysis. Text consistency: Simple text characteristics,
including anaphoric references, connectives, transitional terms, rhetorical
predicates, and signaling devices, also drive cohesion. Build coherence
relationships frequently inferentially. Text intertextuality is the right of texts to be
snack-filled with snatches from other texts.” Fairclough (1992:85) distinguishes
between two types of intertextualities; internal and external.

The third stage of the model is the social analysis (Explanation phase),
which considers discourse to be a social activity, i.e., discourse in terms of
ideology and power, which puts it within the sense of power as supremacy and
considers the essence of power relations to be a war for hegemony (Fairclough,
1992:86). The third stage of the model is the social analysis (Explanation), which
considers discourse to be a social action, i.e., discourse in terms of ideology and
power, which puts it within the sense of power as supremacy and considers the
essence of power relations to be a war for hegemony (Fairclough, 1992:86).
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The transitivity analysis adopted in the description phase is given by
Halliday (1985) in his Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG), in which he presents
three metafunctions for analyzing text. They are ideational, interpersonal, and
textual metafunctions.

According to Fairclough (1992: 179 and 2003: 141-12), the “transitivity
system consists of six processes which differ in their key (naming), meaning,
participants and in the types of circumstances associated with them.” These
processes are: (Halliday, 1985: 101)

a-  “Material Processes: They refer to the processes in which
something is done. “An action verb articulates them

e.g., Bob (Actor) is eating an apple (Goal).”

b-  “Mental Processes: They express such mental phenomena as
“perception” (see, look), “reaction” (like please), and “cognition” (know, believe,
convince). A mental process involves two participants, Sensor, and
Phenomenon.”

e.g., Paul (sensor) likes candies (phenomenon).

C-  “Relational Processes: They can be classified into two types:
Attributive and Identifying. The former expresses what attributes a certain object
has or what type it belongs to; for example; the temperature is high. The latter
expresses the identical properties of two entities. For example, Nina is a girl; the
girl is Nina.”

d-  “Verbal Processes: They refer to those of exchanging information.
Commonly used verbs are: say, tell, talk, praise, boast, describe, etc. In these
processes, the main participants are Sayer, Receiver, and Verbiage. For example,
Jack told the truth.”

e-  “Behavioral Processes: They refer to physiological and
psychological behavior such as breathing, coughing, smiling, laughing, crying,
staring, dreaming, etc. Generally, there is only one participant—Behaver, which
Is often a human. This kind of process is much like the material process. The
behavioral process may sometimes be hardly distinguished from a material
process that has only one participant. This depends on whether the activity
concerned is physiological or psychological one. When the Behavioral process
has two participants, we may take it as a material process; for example, His father
beats the disobedient boy.”

f- “Existential Processes: They indicate that something exists or
happens. In every existential process, there is an Existent. For Example:

* There is a girl in the garden.
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* Does ghost exist on earth?

Thus, transitivity can show how speakers/writers encode in language their
mental reflection of the world and how they account for their experience of the
world around them.””

“Van Dijk’s model (2003) is characterized by the interaction between
coghnition, discourse, and society. Van Dijk (2000, 2006) presents twenty-five
ideological strategies presented; they are “Actor description, comparison,
authority, hyperbole, metaphor, irony, norm violation, legality, humanitarianism,
reasonableness, justification, categorization, consensus, accusation, warning,
victimization, counterfactual, national self-glorification, lexicalization,
exemplification (illustration/example), number game, vagueness, evidentiality,
polarization (us-them), implication.” The following is a brief account of some of
them.

Actor description affords thorough information of an object such as a
person, place, or thing or how it has its part in a context, social or political, etc.,
positively or negatively (Rashidi and Souzandehfar, 2010). Van Dijk (2005: 735)
maintains that ideologies enforce the way entities are explicated in discourse
(speech or talk). Ingroup members lean towards being described neutrally or
positively, and outgroup members in a negative way. Likewise, people tend to
“mitigate negative descriptions of members of our group and emphasize the
attributed negative characteristics of Others.”

As a whole, a comparison is used to establish the similarities and contrasts
between two entities such as people, places, processes, events, and things.
According to Van Dijk (2005: 735), comparison in discourse is formulated to
“compare ingroups and outgroups.” He adds, “outgroups are compared
negatively, and ingroups positively.” In the anti-racist talk, one may negatively
compare a country or government with evil undemocratic and dictatorial regimes
(Shakoury, 2018:27).

Shakoury (ibid: 26) states that authority refers to discourse producers’
expertise in a topic, subject, etc. by resorting to information provided by
authorities to back up the discourse producers’ opinions, beliefs, or claims to
touch the feelings of the audience; authority also indicates the discourse

producers’ employment of deductive reasoning (logic) to convince the listeners
(Rashidi and Souzandehfar, 2010; Van Dijk, 2005)
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Hyperbole is counted as a linguistic strategy considering the exaggeration
of the language and extra stress on something. As such, Van Dijk (2005: 737)
mentioned that hyperbole is a “semantic rhetorical device for enhancing
meaning.” He adds that “the alleged bad actions or properties of the Others are
expressed in hyperbolic terms (our bad actions in mitigated terms), and vice
versa” (Shakoury, 2018: 29).

As for norm violation/ illegality, Van Dijk (2000: 74) states that most
refugees are or remain in the country as “illegals” or otherwise break the law or
do not follow procedures for many conservative speakers. It also means that such
law-and-order arguments may be part of negative other-presentation and
criminalization strategy.

Legality: Norm Expression is used to convey the norms of how something
should/not be done or what somebody should or should not do (Van Dijk, 2005).

Humanitarianism: The defence of human rights, critiqgue of those who
violate or disregard such rights, and the formulation of general norms and values
for humane treatment of refugees. Since this may be a conventional, recognizable
strategy in argumentation of various kinds, one may also categorize this argument
as a topos (in the same way as “law and order” would be one for the right). (Van
Dijk, 2000: 74)

Reasonableness (argumentation move): A familiar move of argumentative
strategies is to show that the arguments are sound and that the speaker is ‘sound
in the sense of rational or reasonable. Such a move is especially relevant when the
argument may imply that the speaker is unreasonable or biased. (Van Dijk, 2000:
83)

Categorization suggests ascribing people to various groups. In other words,
it is applied to classify people regarding their opinions and acts such as religious
or political ones; as Van Dijk says, “People tend to categorize people” (Van Dijk,
2005: 735, Shakoury, 2018:27)

Consensus: it refers to creating agreement and solidarity. For Van Dijk
(2005), in a political context, a consensus is a “cross-party or national” (p. 736)
device to defend a country against external threats. (Shakoury, 2018:27)

Warning: it is of two parts: Generalization and lexicalization.
Generalization attributes negative or positive aspects of a person or small group
to a larger population (Darweesh and Muzhir, 2016 and Van Dijk, 2005).
(Shakoury, 2018:29). Lexicalization refers to using semantic features of words to
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portray somebody or something positively or negatively (Rashidi and
Souzandehfar, 2010; Van Dijk, 2005). Discourse producers’ choice of lexical
items, according to Van Dijk, is contingent on “the position, role, goals, point of
view, or opinion of the speaker, that is, as a function of context features” (2005:
738). (Shakoury, 2018:30)

Victimization: Telling bad stories about people who do not belong to the
US. It is the use of a “binary us—them pair of ingroups and outgroups” (Van Dijk,
2005: 739) to show outgroup members negatively and portray ingroup members
as the victims of unfair treatment (Shakoury, 2018:32)

Evidentiality simply means using hard facts and figures to support the
speaker’s claim or idea, and in other words, this strategy is used to provide facts
by a discourse producer to support his/her own beliefs, opinions, or any other
information. Van Dijk further adds, “It is an important move to convey
objectivity, reliability, validity, and therefore credibility.” To highlight the
importance of evidentiality, Van Dijk adds it is “an important move to convey
objectivity, reliability, and hence credibility” (2005: 736, Shakoury, 2018: 27).
Speakers are accountable for what they say. Thus, if they express a belief, they
are often expected to provide some ‘proof” for their beliefs and debate with those
who deny it. Of course, each genre, context, and culture have its evaluation criteria
for what is good, acceptable, or bad ‘evidence’ (Van Dijk, 2000: 52)

2.1 Nawal El-Saddawi

Nawal El- Saddawi is a prominent Egyptian author. She has held many
positions as the Director-General for Public Health Education, but she lost that
position and was exiled and imprisoned because of her political views. She has
written numerous works in various genres like novels, collections of short stories,
and non-fiction books. All her works have been translated into different languages
and are being taught in Western universities. In her writings, she discusses the
suffering of women in a patriarchal society. In her early years, she has worked as
a physician in Egyptian hospitals and saw the results of the physical and
psychological oppression women went through. This shapes her feminist identity
and can be traced in many of her works where she often discusses and criticizes
female genital mutilation and even narrates her account with it in the beginning
chapters of The Hidden Face of Eve (1980) most famous non-fiction works.
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However, her fame in the West is doubted by many critics who claim that it has
other reasons aside from her cleverness as a writer.

Amireh (2000: 215) maintains, “A Western audience consumes El-Saddawi
and her Arab feminist work in a context saturated by stereotypes of Arab culture
and that this context of reception, to a large extent, ends up rewriting both the
writer and her texts according to scripted first-world narratives about Arab
women’s oppression.

2.3 The Innocence of the Devil: Synopsis

The story’s setting is a psychiatric institution (a mental health facility that
permits the associating of reality and fiction, as well as time and location). Inside
the hospital, six people—three men and three women—interact. The asylum
manager and the head nurse have authority over the patients, but the female nurse
Is dominated by the male manager in their expert and personal ties. Two female
convicts signify the lives and emotions of women in general. The two individuals
who stand out from the other male convicts are God and the devil (Iblis). They
interact with women to show the various aspects of religious dominance and
manipulation. Jannat is the first character introduced, and she meets the other
characters as she joins the asylum.

Each segment focuses on one of the ladies, her interactions with the other
figures, and her previous life, revealing why she is in the mental hospital. El-
Saddawi depicts the women’s lives through flashback techniques coupled with
contemporary events and relationships. Some people knew each other in the past
and ended up in the asylum together. Sounds, visual pictures, and faces evoke
memories of persons or events from the past for the players.

The novel is difficult to follow if the reader is not focused since the
characters are interlinked, and the tale bounces swiftly and frequently from
present to past and back. El- Saddawi’s use of fantasy is evident near the
conclusion when the head nurse challenges the manager and then flees. She is
changed into a white butterfly, joined by another, and both are shot, their saga
ending in drops of blood. Blood is also used to symbolize women’s oppression,
like menstrual taboos and the repercussions of not having any blood on the
wedding night. The paperback edition’s cover features vibrant colors and depicts
much of the story’s symbolism, including a woman with yellow eyes, bars on the
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windows, a rose pouring blood, a butterfly, and a serpent, all set against an
Egyptian pyramid backdrop.

El- Saddawi makes numerous references to the Garden of Eden and other
imagery to play on the idea of a religious undertone in women’s mistreatment.
Jannat is a Persian word that means “paradise.” In the asylum, both God and Satan
are there. A snake is interlaced throughout the narrative, including an image of
one in a fractured wall that recalls the devil’s role in generating “fallen woman.”
The fact that God is taken masculine by both Islam and Christianity is a significant
book subject. In flashbacks, Jannat and her grandmother raise a commotion by
changing the Arabic word for God from a male to a female entity. The tale of
Adam and Eve and references to the Garden of Eden offer the point of genesis
from which an idea and the resulting oppressive practices arose but have since
become universal, transcending all time and space. Although God and the devil
are commonly regarded as opposed, El- Saddawi connects them to girls’
degrading cohorts. The male God directs Iblis what to do, and he becomes God’s
“scapegoat.” In the end, Iblis dies while attempting to flee, and the inmate
designated as God admits Iblis’ innocence before passing away. Conceivably this
Is El- Saddawi’s style of putting a stop to the patriarchal system.

2.4 Women’s Empowerment

Women constitute half of the world’s capacities; therefore, eliminating
gender-based inequality is essential to gaining peace and advancement in any
society. The term “empowerment” can be traced back to the late 1960s and
1970s from social work. According to Hall (1992; in Rao, 1996: 173), the term
“empowerment” is often “loosely used to mean a variety of different things, from
individual self-realization and self-assertion to participation or involvement in
projects in a functional sense, to the control over decisions regarding all aspects
of one’s life and livelihood”

Batliwala (1993: 48) describes empowerment as “challenging existing
power relations and gaining greater control over the sources of power” She
(ibid: 129 -130) emphasizes the potential of what she described as an
‘empowerment spiral’ to mobilize larger-scale transformative political action.
The main emphasis accompanies empowerment, not on individual self-
assertion but also the structural source of gender discrimination.
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Gita Sen (1997: 2) and Batliwala (1993: 45) argue that women’s
empowerment is about power. They say power has two key aspects: control
over resources (physical, human, intellectual, financial, and personal) and
control over ideology (beliefs, values, and attitudes). In the 1990s, women
were empowered through access to and control of monetary resources.

Three accounts on women’s empowerment as mainstream in the 1990s
have been offered. Some writings suggest that empowerment is relational, i.e.,
individuals experience a sense of empowerment when a group or organizational
members work together to create mutually satisfying relationships with each other
(Rowlands,1996: 87).

What empowers one woman needs not to empower another: empowerment
has no one-size-fits-all recipes. There can be some forms for changing what a
woman/man should be or do and challenging the understanding of gender
identities. Gender at work’s framework shows dimensions of change and the
interrelationship among them (Batliwala, 1993: 31; Sandler and Rao: 2012: 556)

Apte (1995: 27-29) believes that “power” is a vital idea of empowerment
in this context. It might mean control of material resources, intellectual resources,
and ideology. Materials include all physical, human, financial types, such as land,
water, human bodies, work, money, etc. Intellectual resources are instances of
ideas, knowledge, and information. Ideology includes beliefs, ideals, values,
attitudes, and behavior.

Kabeer (1999: 437-438) stresses three interrelated components to choose
individuals - resources, agencies, and achievements. “Resources, therefore, refer
to material, human and social demands, and allocations. The Agency is capable
or capable of defining, acting upon, and deciding on its strategic livelihoods. The
results included several outcomes, from enhanced well-being to a level playing
field for women in politics.” Consequently, empowerment is not just improving
physical and social conditions but also allowing equal participatory engagement
in decision-making processes, controlling resources and procedures to sustain
them. Empowerment is, therefore, a process rather than a commodity. It involves
many components that strengthen one another, such as autonomy, involvement,
knowledge, awareness, etc. It is typically selective and unequal and tries to
improve equity by disempowering specific structures, organizations, and
institutions. However, it is never a straightforward process because resistance,
conflict, and accommodation are involved. The ultimate goal is to challenge the
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domination and transformation of institutions and systems. Therefore, women’s
empowerment can be understood as a process of social transformation that helps
women manage decision-making and control the resources and advantages that
impact their lives, i.e., developing their potential to play a broader role in societal
and communal activities.

Moreover, it neutralizes the oppression of women so that women’s
empowerment can be perceived as a synonym for achieving equity in society
individually and collectively, which will make traditional women’s principles
appreciated more widely in society and not the insistence of women taking power
while respecting their own identity. Empowerment recreates cooperation as a
practical social process and enables all people to develop more. Therefore, the
situation in aggressively competitive patriarchs is (cf. Hall, 1992; Karl, 1995 and
Narayana, 1998).

3.1 Data Analysis and discussion
Extract (1) P.8
A culid Lge ) ) b el oy anaad ey Ler Glalll o) ol slay Ao sail) (e 220 Ledla (4
138338 03y e g umih e | ) anaal dlusy
Textual analysis
At the transitivity level, the material process occurs when using *

3

Q_al
el g 0l& 5 These two actions donate the process in which she “beats” them to
resist their oppressing behaviors. Another material process is “<l&” which also
implies their resistance and refusal of oppression and male-domination. The
behavioral process also occurs when using “0slstay” since they attempt to catch
her as a kind of domination over her.

Process analysis
Internal intertextuality: the idea of resisting her oppression and refusing to
treat her as mentally ill because she asks for her rights and resisting male
oppression is widely investigated throughout the novel. Throughoutthe novel, she
refuses to be treated as mentally ill. Look at the following extract p (22):
lo8a 3 5le (e 858 Lge ) )0 Lghe Ciad
!alﬁd\ggastiajy
14ike (e Uil
lisbe il
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She pulled her arm hard; | do not want an injection!
You need to get the injection!
| am not ill!
You are ill!
What is my illness?
You do not need to know

External intertextuality: Jannat’s story is similar to the “Fatima” story.
When Fatima refuses to be obedient to the oppressed principles, whom she
originally refuses to get married to, he uses to beat her violently without mercy.
In the end, she grapes the stick, taking it from him and beating him back over his
head. Then, he dies.

Social analysis

Gender discrimination is best reflected by using “4_ s (male-nurses).
Here, men are portrayed as being educated, and their judgments and diagnosis are
based on scientific rules, while women are portrayed as being mentally ill who do
not know what is right and what is wrong to them. Thus, men have double
responsibilities: to take care of women and look after themselves to have a better
future.

Gender domination: men are portrayed as the ones who can know the best
for women, giving them the right medicine based on their diagnosis. In reality,
men diagnose based on ill principles based on the following general rule: “Any
woman who refuses to be obedient to our principles, she is mentally ill and needs
medicine.” So, men’s principles and criteria are dominant.

Self-identity: Jannat is represented as a revolutionary woman who refuses
men’s treatment of her as a mentally ill woman. Thus, she tries to defend herself
by all means that she has. Sometimes, she tries to escape away, while other times
to hit them by their shoes.

Public identity is represented by the beliefs and principles of men in
Jannat’s society. These beliefs can be summarized as “treating every woman who
refuses to be abiding by their principles as being mentally ill.”
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Ideological strategies:

Here, the participants are two groups: the first is “male nurses” who are
portrayed as being good, attempting to treat a mentally ill woman, while the
second group is unnamed, but the context refers to a woman who refuses to get
her medicine. Giving no name to the woman is ideologically purposeful as
inferior, treating her as if she is on the body. Another ideological strategy used is
an accusation that every woman who is not abiding by men’s principles is
mentally ill.

Extract (2): p. 8
) sl pe JA3 31 jal qu_&_.gmjl_p&z)adjﬁ celiaill ) ge Gl sy pall el el g
-l S gniia (e Baa 5 2l S (5 50a IS el ST A ST AS pay (i i (ellie] AWl de 58 5
o=l

Textual analysis

Two types of processes occur. Firstly, the mental process occurs when
using “Cxdl” and “_ui,” “Cad) expresses the astonishment of other women who
are experiencing a strange reaction of a girl that contradicts their usual expected
reaction. “_<3” expresses the danger of spreading the girl’s values of confronting
the long traditional known norms of males. The second type of process is the
mental process, reflected by the use of “0%—&” which reflects the situation in
which women are witnessing a new revolution against the norms of males.

Process analysis

Internal intertextuality: Throughout the novel, there is a significant
emphasis on the need to keep fighting until the long-oppressed conventions and
norms are overturned. For example, when she first arrives in the jail, she enters
with her head held high. The following extract reflects the idea of Bahia’s
continuous resistance:
VA g A aliiy g0 Leie Jadudi W dalia A88) 5 Jla5 o V) daadll slan g geoall By

o Y ) 5 a9 e dabud Y Liandl g8 68 Cllg) Lagae cdais Y A g JIas alal) b5 dadss

The bell rings, and the class is empty except for her. She remains standing
upright, with no arm falling from her. She sleeps standing and does not fall. Even
in the dream, she remains standing and does not fall, no matter how much the
stick falls over her. She does not fall. She dies standing and never falls
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External intertextuality: this picture reflects a strong woman who refuses
all the traditions of her society. The same picture exists in Two women in One;
Bahia, the main character, goes to jail while raising her head high, indicating that
she is proud because she is imprisoned while struggling to get free from the
oppressed norms of males. The following extract (p.141) reflects how proud Bahia
is:

Ay s ol ghady agalal o jls s 8 dada s lidey 4l g aaal) a5 anaal Ly ga pa
o Al G lia e (i e

One of them (the male nurse) came up to her, put the cuffs in her hands,
locked them with a key, and put them in his pocket. She walked in front of them
with quick steps. Her eyes are ahead of her feet, searching between the face...

Social analysis

Self-identity: her self-identity is reflected by her reaction in which she is
proudly going to jail without any fear. These feelings of pride and power are
reflected by her way of walking, which contradicts the normal way. Women
usually walk sadly while they are going to jail.

Public identity is best reflected by other women’s astonishment and
surprise at Jannat’s way of walking while entering the jail. In reality, being proud
indicates that she does not regret being imprisoned.

Ideological strategies

Making a comparison is an ideological strategy used. In this extract, the
writer creates two opposite contradictory categories. The first one is ordinary
women, who are represented as weak and obedient to men, while the second
category is “Jannat,” who is portrayed as strong. In addition, the first category is
unnamed, indicating that the majority of women are so weak to ask for their
freedom and rights of determining their future. On the other hand, “Jannat” can
be easily identified in this extract to reflect that she is distinguished and different
since she asks for her rights and refuses the oppressed values.

Extract (3) P. 31
YAy o aliis g )3 et Tl W dpaiie 4881 5 JI3 | Y] daadl) gla s uoal) Bay

o Y A 5 a9 s dabudi Y Liandl gl 6 Cllg) Lagae cdais Y 4 g Jdas alal) b5 dadss

Textual analysis

Two main types of the process occur. The first one is the behavioral process
which is expressed by the use of “s.8.” The context of L reflects her strong
determination to get free from the oppressed dominant norms of males. In
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addition, the relational process is another type occurring by the use of ».Jk |t
reflects the belief that she will continue struggling till she gets free from the
domination of males. Also, the relational process is another type occurring by
using “kius ” This verb is linked with the negation particle ¥ to express her deep
strength and power to continue struggling.

Process analysis:

Internal intertextuality: strong determination to continue fighting until
free from the long-oppressed established norms is highlighted throughout the
novel. For instance, in the beginning, she enters the jail while she is raising her
head high. The following extract reflects this idea:
sl e J20 81 e gt Geln (380 I eslil) () e i) g Al Jala ol 5 e
-l S i e Baa 5 el S (g 50alS oLy Sl ST AS ey i i Gelie ] Al de 5h je

o=l

External intertextuality: a woman standing alone in front of the males’
oppressed norms is widely investigated in feminist literature. For example, in
“two women in one” novel, Bahia faces the same norms, but she decides to
struggle till she has broken all these oppressed dominant norms of her father and
society. Her father prevents her from going to university and forces her to marry
someone she does not want. However, she escapes away, searching for “Saleem,”
her beloved friend.

Social analysis

Gender domination: this picture is a real revolution against the dominant
principles of males. She stands steadfast in all periods of her life to break these
oppressed principles. Thus, gender domination is broken.

Self-identity is best reflected by her standing position in all life
circumstances. Thus, she is a strong, feminist, powerful woman who faces all the
dominant, long-established, oppressed norms.

Public identity is perceived by the original picture against which Jannat
revolts. The public’s standard view is that women are weak, obedient, and
dependent on their male relatives. Here, Jannat violates all of these norms, asking
for freedom.

Ideological strategies

Exaggeration (hyperbole) is the dominant ideological strategy used here
to emphasize her power and determination to get free. Grasping tightly over her
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rights till achieving them is reflected by her determination to stand while sleeping
or dying. In addition, the violation of customary norms and rational principles is
another strategy used that reflects the author’s ideology. For example, when
someone gets asleep, s/he lies over his/her bed. On the other hand, Jannat stands,
even while she is sleeping, expressing her great determination.
Extract (4) P. 47
- Ll
ST ganin 5 Al e 5y ulS Loy e g ul CilS Andiall Led gl o) sell A Ule o3 ad
Caladlids i ga 1) Tdlodiad y jad edan & s JeS ga g4l o 481 IS sall 8 la ddLa
Ll
Textual analysis
Several types of the process occur. The first one is a material process,
represented by “dl i &8, 28, reflects the dominant beliefs of males as being
superior compared with women, while “<&l =5 donates that he is getting aged as
If these ill norms are going to vanish very soon. The relational process is another
type of process occurring with the use of JeS s 542Ls 4, The identification of &
s is of great significance. 4.3 a4 may donate that the revolution against the ill
traditional oppressed norms will be increasing rapidly, while J¢S 52 indicates that
these ill norms will vanish. Lastly, the Behavioral process occurs with the use of
,&a3 which donates her freedom and powver.
Process analysis
Internal intertextuality: the idea of violating the long-established
dominant norms is widely investigated in this novel. Here, cursing a male as a
“failure person” violates the norms, which usually associate failure with women.
The same picture is expressed in another extract as follows:
Ll
I A 5 Dlila IS I3 Y] Bl el a8 (e g 5AT Y Ay pe AalS Chadl 483808 4] A ¢ i)
e Lt AT (e LS i Gauall a3l o 5 Leilad Gk AT Al e 4y L e Sl
Al a b el e Lglialy Jaraad 5 g el ) 3y 33 520l Cal¥)
Another extract that reflects the greatness of her reaction is as follows:
il
O s bty ¥ Ja )l o san 5 4l J & (1 1l 7 530 ol 48 g S5 Lgale 5l ok a8
Aslally Adadlu 31 el S5 (5 AT 31 0¥ caad
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External intertextuality: a woman hitting a man attempting to defend
herself against his oppression is continuously highlighted in feminist literature.
Fatima does a similar picture in the “Female Spider” novel. When her elder
husband, whom she is forced to get married to, hits her with his stick because she
cannot get married to her due to being old, she grasps the stick and hits him back.
As a result, he dies.

Social analysis

Gender domination: this extract is a complete revolution against male
domination in which she violates all the norms and passes all the red lines by
cursing him as a failure person. The violation is emphasized by making her hit
him.

Self-identity: women are represented as revolutionary characters who are
no longer accepting men’s oppression and domination. They also start acting in
strange behaviors and violate society’s long-established norms, such as hitting
men back to defend themselves.

Public identity is represented by the man’s reaction, who is so surprised to
be cursed as a failure since men are usually associated with success, while women
are blamed for failure. Also, attempting to hit her is a usual norm in a male-
dominated society.

Ideological strategies

Norm-value violation is the most dominant ideological strategy in this
extract. Cursing a man as a failure is so strange that she breaks all the fear lines
and dares to tell the truth. Usually, women in male-dominated societies are so
frightened and so weak to the degree that they hide the truth. In addition, usually,
men hit women for trivial reasons, while it is so strange for women to hit a man
to defend themselves. Comparison is another ideological strategy used. Here, the
author compares the woman in her youth and the man who is so aged. In reality,
portraying a woman as being in her youth refers to the fact that revolution against
the oppressed norms is starting, and it will increase very soon, whereas portraying
a man as being aged refers to the fact that oppressed male norms will vanish very
soon.

Extract (5) P. 110
41 82 gn e Sl o KL Loy el ey b lea ) il ga 5l 1) e 5 e 488 5 ]

‘Lanlly
sy sl e Asbale g
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i Y 58 ge Lol Baenll Lali s jela s Gaadl) Aali Lega s (a5 0 (e Ll 253

s a) mesig sl -h
Lina (3~ JSLy -i
dala bvie ad G W -
Dyl s o) -k

Textual analysis

Two main types of processes occur. Firstly, the behavioral process occurs
when using “ i 5 28, “a25” i5 a behavioral process which donates the refusal
of doing what is being asked, stressing their independence, whereas “ —<ei”
reflects ignorance of what is being said, considering the speech as a worthless
speech which has no significance. The material process is another type occurring
in this extract by using JSb s <bwa, These two verbs reflect the powerfulness and
strength of the doer and the dominance of 3!,

Process analysis:

Internal intertextuality: the idea of women’s influence over their
children is highlighted several times in the novel. This situation portrays a woman
who prevents her child from kissing the village head’s hand since they seek
nothing from him. So, she thinks that it is not necessary to be obedient and
inferior. This picture is repeated when the child states clearly that his mother
equals twenty men. He says, “My mother is a woman who equals twenty men)

External intertextuality: The sense of self-respect and glorification in
this extract resembles that found in the character of Bahia in EI-Saddawi’s Two
women in One, in which Bahia resists and never submits to others obligations.

Social analysis

Gender discrimination is represented by considering the little child and his
mother inferior, asking the child to kiss the hand of the village head while
lowering the child’s head. On the other hand, the village head is portrayed as being
strong, powerful, and superior.

Gender domination is represented by the head of the village, who is so
strong and superior to the degree that others are recommended to lower their heads
to kiss his hand. Thus, he is dominant, and his principles, rules, and norms are
dominant.

Self-identity is best reflected by his mother’s reaction in which she refuses
his child, lowering his head to kiss the hand of the village’s head. Thus, she is
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portrayed as being independent, strong, and revolutionary since she revolts
against the long-established norms that existed in the village.

Public identity is best reflected by Shaikh Massoud’s behavior, asking the
child to lower his head or kiss the village’s head hand. Thus, women are seen to
be weak and inferior, having no rights except being obedient.

Ideological strategies

Justification is an ideological strategy used in this extract. The mother
prevents her little child from kissing the hand of the village head. Then, she
justifies her reaction. She states that they are so dependent on themselves, and no
one does any favor for them. Moreover, the authorities are clearly stated. In
addition, categorization is used as an ideological strategy. The first category is
represented by Sheikh Mussa and the village head, representing male domination
and norms. On the other hand, the little child and the mother represent the pure
humanistic value of human dignity.

4. Conclusion

The novel is a complex one and might be discussed in diverse stages. A
superficial understanding may offer the story’s essence. However, more profound
denotations might be prompted. Due to El- Saddawi’s way of writing, the novel
is more symbolic than direct, so the reader must consider and infer the hidden
meanings. Also, the novel involves many opposing forces, like the male as
opposed to the female, the asylum as opposed to the outside world, reality in
contrast to fantasy, the past contrasted with the present, deity against devilishness,
and divinity along with the devil versus humankind. However, those forces
conflict, predominantly in women's lives, to show the writer’s observation of
women’s discrimination in Egyptian society. El- Saddawi tackles many societal
and religious aspects, for instance, education, the political system, sexuality, and
tradition—all male-dominated. Hence, the novel can be thought-provoking to
peruse due to its symbolism, hesitating narration, and repetition, wherein El-
Saddawi is a leading of interlacing disapproval of social issues, mainly gender
inequality, into a persuasive fictional work.

In sum, the study shows how the writer’s examination of women’s
obedience to and revolution against violence and their representation of how
women experience overt and covert violence in patriarchal societies (where males
dominate) are found in the text.
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