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ABSTRACT

yasdloll

Mrs. Wassila Bent Ammar, the wife of President Habib Bourguiba,
played a major role in Tunisian political reality throughout the three
decades of President Habib Bourguiba's rule (1957-1987). Any reader
of Tunisian history can sense the role she played, especially after Habib
Bourguiba's illness in the late sixties and the competition between members
of the Constitutional Socialist Party to succeed him. She was a difficult
figure in favoring one party over another, and her interference made
her appoint and remove heads of government and ministers and party
directors and create some crises and problems that the country suffered
from. This matter went beyond interfering in foreign affairs, especially
her major role in the failure of the Tunisian-Libyan unity in 1974.

The importance of the study (The Role of Women in Tunisian
Political Life: Wassila Bent Ammar as a Model) comes as a result of
the role that this woman played in running the country and the influence
of her personality on the decisions taken by President Habib Bourguiba
and the greatimportance of her presence in the history of contemporary

Tunisia.
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