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Environment Analysis in
Curriculum Design
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Instructor. Afrah Adil Mahmood

Abstract

The important process in curriculum design is the environment analysis
which aims to examine the factors of situation that affect strongly in the course
study and learners. Environmental teaching must be provided the progress in
education, and curriculum development is considered as a significant step in
showing any progress in education. This research discusses the effect of
environmental issues on designing curriculum. Curriculum keeps changing with
the challenges of the contemporary era, some factors are considered as

significant ones for the construction of curriculum itself.

Keywords: Environment, Situational Analysis and Curriculum design.
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1. Introduction
The main point in designing a curriculum is whether the curriculum has
followed a particular principle which involves all aspects which are needed in
education field. The principles, of course, should be made based on the research
and clear basis, so that the curriculum can be carried out systematically. Duze
(2011) mentions that there are some factors determine the quality of education
which include the following:
1- The students feel with interest, commitment, quality and entering behavior.
2— The programs reflecting some policies such as the curriculum content,
aims or objectives, involving activities.
3—- The available of resources as teachers, buildings, facilities, finance and
funding.
4-The environment involves peace, home stability, government/private
support, aesthetics and location.

The assessment and evaluation aims can be summarized in the following: to
check curricula in order to alter it, to intercept the needs of education, to identify
if aims have been achieved or not, to appease the requires for accountability, to
reform the educational outcomes for children, to criticize the practicing, to raise
the professional practice, to value a design and to reveal a hidden curriculum
(Cubey and Dalli :1996).

Tessmer (1990) states that environmental analysis refers to the looking at the
effect of factors on judgment for having the aims of the course study.

It is also called 'situation analysis" or "constraints analysis" a constraint means
that the teachers are training and willing to make their own class activities

(Richards, 2001).
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Environment analysis is represented as an important part of designing a
curriculum because it focuses on the usable course, if the material of a course
is too expensive or technological copy that make the course as unusable. The
constraint is very essential, perhaps restricted, or the craving objective might not
fit to the time available. For constraint, it is useful information for gathering in
how much class time available, the time that is permitted out of class could be
given to learning and to know the aims of the course study that can be

achieved(ibid).

2.Situation Analysis

Markee (1997) defines the situation analysis as the analyzing of factors in
the context that are planned a curriculum design to assess their implicit impact
on the designing. These factors represented as social, institutional, economical
or political. Situation analysis assists in completing the information that
accumulating during needs analysis. It is regarded as a dimension of needs
analysis and it can appear as an evaluation aspect.

Language programs contexts are varied in:

1-In certain situations, the teachers trained very well and have a time for
designing the lesson correctly.

2—- Teachers may have little time for designing the lessons, therefore the
learners have taught directly from the textbook.

3— Each curriculum has factors which alleviate the change or forbid its
successful appliance. For this, determining these factors are so

important in planning a curriculum (ibid).
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Situational analysis can be defined as the analyzing of factors in the
contexts that are planned in present curriculum project for assessment this
project (Richards,2001:91).

These planned factors may be presented as political factors, social factors,
economical factors or situational factors. Situational analysis helps the students
in gathering the information through presenting needs analysis. By this way,
situational analysis is considered as the dimension of needs analysis and as an
aspect for evaluation (ibid).

Mannheim (1997:95) states that the term of situational analysis is
popularized by karl propper and it refers to the logic of situation.

Situational analysis provides the basis of interpretation, interaction with
people through the dominant motivation and specific constraints. It represents
as more than strategy of interpretation and it appears as an attempt to generalize
the economical theory as being applicable to the social sciences (popper,

1982:117).

2.1 Societal Factors

The foreign languages have a specific role in community, the status of these
languages in the curriculum, educational traditions and experience in language
teaching. The members' expectations of the community have the societal factors
for language teaching and learning and that is represented obviously. The role
of foreign languages is obviously different from one society to another. Generally,
many countries have different effects of the foreign or second language in

teaching, experience and curriculum (Richards, 2001: 93).
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2.2 Project Factors
Miller and Seller (1985:12)mention that a team of people may represent as
producing the curriculum projects. The project itself can be implemented by
instructors or staff of a teaching institution as a significant part of their systematic
duties. There are particular constraints under projects that can be completed,
these constraints refer to time, resource and personal and these conditions have
an important effect on the project. Some factors are considered significant and
must be taken into consideration such as the following:
-Who constitute the project group and how are they selected?.
— What are the management and other responsibilities of the team?.
—How are goals and procedures determined?.
-Who review the progress of the project and the performance of its members?.
— What experience do members of the team have?.
- How do members of the team consider each other?.
-What is the time frame of the project?.

—Is it realistic, or is more time needed? ( ibid).

2.3 Institutional Factors
Morris (1994:109) mentions that institutions in which program a language
teaching that is delivered such as language institutions, universities or even
schools. Different institutional types are creating the ‘culture’ which presents as
settings of students interacting with each other's and patterns are emanated for

communication, judgment and contact.
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The institutions of teaching is appeared as a collection of instructors,
departments, in a unison function refers to a strong and positive latitude in
order to support the positive leadership and where a change has been
accepted obviously. Therefore, institutional factors are appeared obviously as
the goal of the texts that helps all instructors to use these texts. Some
teachers can not prepared a time for lectures and accordingly they present
their lectures and then transmit for their designing to the next teaching. The
following are kinds of questions that related to institutional factors(ibid):

- Is the leadership useable within the school in order to support the altering
and to assist teachers struggle with modifying?.

—what does physical resources of a school facilitate in a classroom, media
and the other resources of applied sciences and library resources?.

—What is the textbooks role?.

— What are the Problems that teachers have?.

— Does the administration support the school and whether the communication
that has been done between instructors and the administration or not?.

—In the institution, the attaining excellence has been committed? (ibid).

2.4 Teacher Factors

Teachers represent as the most significant factor in the successful text
changes. In any institution, teachers may have the following dimensions:
language proficiency, teaching experience, skill and expertise, training and
qualifications, morale and motivation, teaching style, beliefs and principles

(Shafeghat,2014).
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So among the teacher factors that need to be considered in situation
analysis are as the following:

1- The kinds of teachers that currently teach in the target schools or
institutions.

2—- The distinctive information, preparation, encounter and motivation.

3—- The advancement in English language.

4- The beliefs types that the instructors hold concerning key issues in
teaching.

5- The teachers have resources for making use.

6— Teachers use and believe in using typical teaching methods.

7— To extent that teachers open to change.

8- The benefits in using new syllabus, materials and curriculum (ibid).

2.5 Learner Factors

The learner determines certain factors that assist in the curriculum
development and it is possible to say that learners are the participant that
appeared as a key in the product of curriculum plan. It is necessary to gather
information about them before the beginning of designing the curriculum. It
refers to the learners’ knowledge, expectancy, trust and style of learning.
Some learners affect the results of the curriculum development in sudden
ways. Nunan (1989) states that the language program effectiveness will be
suggested by the position and expectancy of the students such as by the
official text. In language lesson,the learners have certain agendas that they
have attend. These agendas are appropriate to the instructors' extrinsic to

limit what learners need from any teaching/learning engagement. Therefore
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it is possible to mention about some factors that are considered as important

and relevant to learner such as the following:

1. The experience of learners in studying English.

2. The motivation of learners to study English.

3. The expectation of learners about the program.

4. The students' point of view on teaching the language to reflect any cultural
specific factor.

5. The students' kind of group learning whether they are homogenous or
heterogeneous.

The learners' orientation are as:

A. The learners' orientation in learning approach such as teacher—centered,
or small group of students.

B. The learners' orientation in identifying of the type content.

C. The students' expectancy for the instructors roles, students and materials.

D. The learners' expectancy for program, is the continuance of time.

E. The learners' resources that the learners should have(ibid).

2.6 Situational Analysis and Its Importance

The importance of situational analysis gives us the up to date knowledge that
can be used to solve the problems, determine groups that require special needs
agency and can create a basis for discussion as text design development. It
deals with plan makers (Government officials) and decision makers (curriculum
specialists) who can make healthy attitudes toward allocation of resources that

is concerned (Kaufman and English, 1979).
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Another importance of situational analysis is that it helps in the formulation of
a text and selection of activitiesin teaching and learning. It assists educationalists
to engage the needs and confluence of the society. The content of subjects in
designing a text is very formal and academic in order to engage the needs of
the majority of the children who do not proceed on to higher studies especially if
it is developed without situational analysis(ibid).
What students do in schools neither satisfies the needs developing of the child
nor prepares the child for the environment that he/she lives in. Practical and
aesthetic subjects are not given enough time and attention. This is because
curriculum is mainly designed to transmit the factual knowledge rather than to

arrange learning experiences(ibid).

3. Environmental Literacy
Environmental literacy (EL) has a suppose that major results of environmental
education. This concept and its components are distinct in definitions and
frameworks. Stapp (1969) sets certain objectives and
six main components of environment analysis includes:
— Ecological knowledge.
— Socio—Political knowledge.
— Knowledge of environmental issues.
— Cognitive skills.

—The responsible behaviors (Simmons, 1995; Volk & McBeth, 1997).
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Roth (1992:17) states that EL is over the cognitive skills and the basic
definition of literacy as the ability to read and write. He refers that EL builds the
ecological paradigm. EL is the ability to maintain and explain the relative of
environmental systems and to take appropriate action to maintain, restore and
reform the health of those systems. EL appears to consist the same elements
such as environmental culture, consciousness and behavior that have gathered.
It is assumed that EL includes the essential components such as the following:

1. Knowledge of ecology refers to the knowledge and understanding of the
ecological, concepts, principles and theories.Also, knowledge and
understanding of how the natural systems work and how they
communicate with the social systems.

knowledge of socio—politic.

Knowledge of environmental manifestation.

Additional definitive of the responsible behavior.

Cognitive skills(ibid).

SR D

3.1 The Environmental Program Identity Challenge

Schoenfeld (1979) states that most interdisciplinary environmental
programs are established at higher educational institutions, in the United States
of America, over the last four decades.
In spite of passing of forty—year history and the increasing the number of designs,
no agreement has happened in the program unity, core principles or
interdisciplinary system. Investigation concerned with the environmental plans
that related to mission of education, purpose and satisfied content, center of

competencies for graduates and the criteria of assessment (Caldwell, 1983).
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It is not astonished that interdisciplinary environmental programs focused
on certain variables such as educational objectives, curricular design and
content, and administrative locations within the institutional hierarchy. Variable
of program is shaped by the customs, missions and cultures of their host
institutions as well as their participating faculty. Multiple programs called as
conventions adding the ambiguity to the surrounding identity of program. While
it is believed that environmental programs of science focuses on natural
sciences, and the programs of environmental studies focused on social sciences
and the humanities (Maniates and Whissel, 2000).

Romero (2003) states that other topics are used to call the interdisciplinary
environmental programs, those at larger institutions.

Moreover, the definition of “interdisciplinary” curriculum survives as
unresolved. In practice, terms such as multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and
trans disciplinary often used interchangeably, therefore they represent very
different approaches for integrating knowledge from unequal disciplines (Lozano,

2006).

3.2 Criticism to Environment Programs and Education

1. The confusion, un recognize and shortage of consciousness among public
learners and employers should look for environmental programs (Weis,
1992).

2. Denying of understanding in university and college decision maker that
decrease the supporting for the programs of interdisciplinary environment

(Hornig, 1996).

YYYY




9
Environment Analysis in Instructor. Afrah Adil Mahmood

e —— -

3. Reduced discern and credence among judgment and locate entities that
contact research negatively (Weis, 1992).

4. Limitations in courses gradation lead to the absence of program
commission, criterion and infinite professional certifications (Silverman,

1992).

Conclusion

In the light of the previous information and discussion it is possible to reach
some significant concluding points. Firstly, curriculum has a continuous modifying
during the investigating the challenges of contemporary era. Secondly,
curriculum is represented as a set of educational series which must be learned
by regarding of some constituent that affect the material itself. Thirdly, the aims
of a design need to be changed in order to reflect the situational facts.The
curriculum is an appliance that assist the students to learn more and more.
Finally, in designing a curriculum, the environment must be analyzed in detail to

determine factors needed for planning variables of a project.
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