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Abstract

This study deals with ellipsis of subject and predicate in English and
Arabic. It sheds light on the cases in which the subject or the predicate is
obligatorily or optionally ellipted in both languages. A theoretical comparison
has been made between the two languages concerning subject and predicate
ellipsis as a linguistic phenomenon, dealing with all its types and functions in
both languages. The comparison has been constantly supported by discussions
and many examples. Finally, the study has reached out that there are some
similarities and differences between English and Arabic as far as ellipsis of
subject and predicate is concerned.

Keywords: Ellipsis, Subject, Predicate, Obligatory ellipsis, Optional
ellipsis, English and Arabic
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1. Introduction

Ellipsis is a linguistic phenomenon common in the most of human languages,
in which the users of a language (speakers / writers) omit some elements which
are retrievable from the linguistic context. Speakers (and / or writers) tend not
to mention some repeated elements, or elements that the hearers (and / or
readers) can understand on the basis of situational, cognitive, or linguistic
factors. This tendency emerges from the purpose of reducing the meaning of a
spoken or written item into a less number of words.

When discussing types of ellipsis, it is necessary to make a distinction
between two basic types: textual ellipsis and situational ellipsis. Textual ellipsis
occurs when the omitted words are found somewhere else in the same text,
typically in the preceding sentences in the text. Hence, this type of ellipsis takes
place mainly to avoid unnecessary repetition. Situational ellipsis, on the other
hand, occurs when the omitted words can be clearly understood from the
situation in which the text is spoken or written. Thus, situational ellipsis, as Biber
etal (2002:230) claim, “takes the form of omitting initial function words in a
clause, such as a pronoun subject, an auxiliary verb, or the initial article of a noun
phrase”.

A very important thing to be mentioned here, is that ellipsis is a variable
phenomenon, i.e., it occurs in many grammatical structures with different
sentence elements including subject and predicate which is the essence of this
research. The ellipsis of subject and that of predicate seem to be very important
and very problematic as well. This may be due to the importance of these two
elementsin the sentence structure of any language especially English and Arabic.
Thus, this research will discuss ellipsis of subject and predicate in English and
Arabic respectively, and then will make a comparison between the two
languages to find out to what extent they are similar or different concerning the
topic of the study.

2. The Aim of the Study

The current study aims at investigating the differences and similarities in
English and Arabic with regard to Ellipsis of subject and predicate.
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3. Procedures
The following procedures are followed in this research:

1- investigating and discussing the phenomenon of the subject and predicate
ellipsis in English and Arabic.

2- comparing the two languages within the topic of the study in order to reach
the aim that the study is done for.

4. Ellipsis of Subject and Predicate in English

The subject and the predicate are essential parts of English sentence, they
cannot be omitted unless there is a need to. In this part of the study, we will
thoroughly discuss the cases and situations in which the subject and the
predicate must or can be omitted.

4.1 Ellipsis of subject in Declarative Sentences
4.1.1 Ellipsis of the subject

Subject is an essential element in any English sentence. A sentence should
have a subject in order to be structurally acceptable. Thus, such a basic element
can not be omitted unless the resulted structure is grammatically and
semantically acceptable. However, there are certain cases in which the subject
is possibly omitted and implied in the meaning of the context. However, these
cases are mostly informal.

4.1.1.1 Coordinated subjects:

Leech et al (1982:117-8) state that “coordination often implies ellipsis”, they
continue stating that a sentence with two coordinated phrases can be
considered as being derived from a sentence with two coordinated clauses.
Quirk et al (1973:261) mention that “identical subjects of coordinated clauses
are ellipted to avoid repetition”. Thus subsequent clauses allow subject ellipsis
in the subsequent clause if it has the same subject as in the preceding clause.
The following example illustrates:

1- He opened the door and (He) went out
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4.1.1.2 First person pronoun, normally (l):

In informal contexts, speakers tend to omit the subject especially when it is a
first person pronoun.

2- (1) beg your pardon
3- (I) don’t know
4- (1) think so
Such subject ellipsis is situational for the hearer knows the elliptical item and
gets the meaning from the situation in which the context is said.

4.1.1.3 Second person pronoun

The second person pronoun subject can be ellipted in statements only if a tag
guestion is supplied.

5- (you ) will come to the party, won’t you ?
The reference of the tag question in this example clearly shows that the
ellipted subject is a second person pronoun. However, confusion may be
resulted if a tag question is not added.

5(i)-(you)will come to the party.

This example is rather confusing since it cannot be determined whether the
ellipted subject is a first, second, or even a third person pronoun.

4.1.1.4 Third person pronoun ( he, she, they )

The ellipsis of such a subject must occur in informal situation and when both
the speaker and the hearer have knowledge of the reference of the ellipted
subject. Otherwise, confusion will be resulted.

6- ( He / she ) didn’t behave well.
7- ( He / she /they ) will leave for Canada next Saturday.
4.1.1.5It:

In the following two sentences, the ellipted subject is the pronoun (it):

8- (It ) doesn’t matter to me whom you met.
9- (It ) looks like a stone.
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The ellipted item in ( 8 ) has a relation with the anticipatory ( it ) which means
replacing the pronoun ( it ) in the subject position to represent a postponed
subject that will appear later in the same sentence. Such ellipsis occurs in
informal situations where the hearer/writer is supposed to understand what the
ellipted item is. On the other hand, the ellipted (it)in (9 )is used as a reference
to something mentioned earlier in the situation.

4.1.1.6 There:

It is possible, in informal contexts, to omit the ‘preparatory’ (there) which is
used in the subject position to prepare for the true subject coming after the verb.

10- (There) must be enough chairs for the guests. (See Quirk et al, 1985: 896).
¢£.1.2. Ellipsis of Subject with the operator:
1- when the operator is the verb ‘be’:

If the main verb is ( be ), it is possible to omit both the subject and the verb,
and the resulted sentence will begin with the with the subject complement. This
typically occur with the first person pronoun, particularly ( | ), and with the
anticipatory ‘it’.

11-(I’'m ) glad to meet you

12- (Itis ) good to hear that.
2- when the operator is a verb other than ‘be’

Ellipsis in this case particularly occur with the first person pronoun subject

13-“(I'll ) see you later ”
14-“( We’ve ) got to go now ” (Quirk et al, 1985:897)
3- in coordinated clauses by ‘and’, ‘or’ and ‘but’:

Biber (1999:106) claims that repeated subjects and repeated auxiliaries and
verbs are usually ellipted after ‘and’, ‘or’ and ‘but’ in compound sentences.

15-She was reading a book and ( she was ) listening to music.
16-Will you got out or ( will you ) stay home ?
17-He has come, but ( he was ) left early
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4.2. Ellipsis of Subject in Interrogative sentences:
4.2.1. Ellipsis of subject with the operator:

Quirk et al (1985:898) state that in a yes — no question, the subject and the
main verb ( be ) can be omitted and the resulting sentence will begin
with a subject complement or an adjunct. For example:

18- (Are you ) Happy?

19- ( Is there ) Any coffee left?
Auxiliaries which act as operators ( be, do and have ) can be omitted with the
subject, the resulting sentence “may begin with a non — finite main verb
sometimes preceded by an adverbial”

20- ( Are you ) Looking for anything?

21- ( Do you ) Want come?

22- ( Have you ) Ever seen one of these?
4.2.2. Ellipsis of operator alone:

When the subject “receives stress”, only the operator is omitted.

23- (Are ) “You hungry?

24- ( Does ) ‘Anybody need help?

25- ( Have ) ‘You ever tried anything like this?
4.3. Ellipsis of predicate:

Sometimes it is possible to omit the predicate thus, the subject will be the only
part to remain in the elliptical clause. However, this possibility is mainly
restricted to “certain special constructions such as comparative coordinate and
response constructions” (Quirk et al,1985:906)

26- Simon left the meeting at the same time as Sara (left the meeting)
27- Simon left the meeting then a Sara (left ......)
28- A: Who left the meeting first?

B: Simon (left.....)

4.3.1. Ellipsis of predicate or predication

In coordinated clauses, the first part of the predicate or predication may be
omitted.
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1- Verb phrase only or lexical verb only:
29- | work in an office, and my brother (works) in a market.

2- Verb phrase with subject complement:
30- David was the winner in 1970, and Bob (was the winner) in 1971.

3- Verb phrase or lexical verb with direct object:
31- Peter is playing football for his school, and Paul (is playing football) for his
club. (Quirk et al, 1973:262 -3)
4.3.2. Ellipsis of the whole predication:

In coordinated clauses, it is normal to have the predication mentioned in the
first clause and omitted in the second one.

32- George will take the course, and Bob (might take the course) too.
It is also possible to have the predication omitted in the first clause and
mentioned in the second one.

33- George will (take the course) and Bob might take the course.
(ibid: 263)
4.4. Complex Ellipsis

Quirk et al (1973:264) state that complex ellipsis occurs in sub-sequent clauses
when the predication is omitted in the first clause and the subject is omitted in
second clause. Consider the following example:

34- John could have been (watching television), but (John) wasn’t watching
television.
On the other hand, Biber et al (1999:231) mention that such ellipsis also occurs
in question —answer sequences.

35- A: Have you got extra exams on Monday
B: (I have got) two exams (on Monday)
5. Ellipsis of Subject and Predicate in Arabic

Ellipsis of subject / predicate in Arabic is either optional or obligatory; i.e. there
are certain cases for each of the subject and the predicate in which they are
optionally ellipted, and some other cases in which they are obligatorily ellipted.
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5.1 Ellipsis of Subject:
5.1.1. Optional Ellipsis

Arab grammarians claim that the subject is optionally ellpited in the following
cases:

1- When there is a circumstantial evidence referring to the subject, the subject
will not be mentioned but implied in the meaning of the sentence, for example
36- () yadl) "loliil ygen”
“A sura that we have sent down” (Ghali, 2002:350)
There is implicit subject in this verse which can be interpreted as (8)gw 0J2)

2- In responses to questions: it is a common case in which the subject may be
ellipted

37- Lo o - who’s this?
Lazeo - Mohammad.

The response can be interpreted as ( Jo> 1)

38- (1)-) - deyld) "deol> G . p Lo T log”
“And what makes you realize what is it? A fire burning hot” (ibid:600)
The first verse suggests a question that would be responded to in the second
verse as (dwl> U (2) (Al- Andalusi, 1987; vol. II: 29).

3- After a participle introducing the second clause in the conditional
constructions (bl Glg= (§ dadlyll <la]])

39_ /27’... ! ?‘} II! '.l;' Ilwbéclw‘}oll
“whoever does rightness (deeds), it is for himself” (Ghali, 2002:481)
This would be interpreted as (4wl 4e238), the subject is ellipted after the particle.

4- After verbs of saying:

The subject can be ellipted in clauses following a verb of saying.

40- (Y7 iigS) "gbiagmly U sy
“They will say: three, their dog was the fourth of them” (ibid:296)
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The clause (e eg=l) 43) is preceded by a saying verb (0¢!gav), and contains
an implied subject interpreted as (&M ea54<) (Ar-Radhey, W.D., Vol. 1:45).

5.1.2. Obligatory Ellipsis

Hassan (1964; vol. I: 71-2) states that the subject is obligatorily ellipted in the
following cases:

1-With breaking adjectives, as in

41- oS o
| visited Zeid, the generous.

It is important here to mention that adjective in Arabic must have the same
parsing case as that of the nouns they modify, i.e. the adjective and its modified
noun should be identical in the three parsing cases, namely the nominative, the
accusative, and the negative cases. In the above example, the noun is in the
nominative case, while the adjective is in the genitive case; and thus it is
considered as a breaking adjective (for it breaks the rule of noun — adjective
agreement), and indicates an ellipted subject understood as (e, 92 du3s ) =
| visited Zeid, he is the generous).

2- With certain expressions of oath, as in

42-4x3Y 203 4 | swear | will tell him.

This can be interpreted as (w2 w3 3), the subject (cwe:) is obligatorily ellipted.
3- When the predicate is an infinitive substituting a verb, as in

43- (I idwg) "Oleiwel] Ay ooz _pyad”
“So, patience is becoming, and Allah is (The One) whose help is to be
sought” (Ghali, 2002:237)

The word “ e
interpreted as (Jx> e Smo) .

is an infinitive, and it is a predicate to an ellipted subject
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5.2 Ellipsis of predicate

5.2.1 Optional Ellipsis
Ibn Ya’eesh ( W.D., vol. II: 51) mentions that the predicate is optionally
ellipted in the following cases:
1- In the response to questions, for example
44- $pol6 o - Who’s coming?

e - Al
This can be understood as (sl e — Ali is coming).

2- In coordinated clauses; when two coordinated clauses have the same
predicate, it is possible to omit the predicate of the second one.
45+ (10 ‘Lessy) "lgllss wilo el5T"
“It’s crop is permanent and its shade” (Ghali, 2002:254).
3- After (d5=21 131), a participle indicating something unexpected, as is
46- Lj BB ez
| went out, Zeid was there.
The meaning of this sentence indicates an ellipted predicate interpreted as ( W)
i)
4- When the predicate is a prepositional or adverbial phrase, as in
47- )i g e Aliis at home
48- "lué il The departure is tomorrow.
Some grammarians do not consider the prepositional phrase (JW! (3) and the
adverbial phrase ("l4¢) as being predicates, they claim that the predicates of
these two sentences are ellipted and understood as (33>3» = existent) and (a3l9
= occurring) respectively.

5.2.2 Obligatory Ellipsis
The predicate is obligatorily ellipted in the following cases:
1- When the subject is preceded by the conditional particle (Y4J), as in
49- e 48 @ Siasl lo § Sawe) §53Ys Lidl] (§ diammyg @Sule <l iad Ypls"
(1€ 9dl) "adsc”And had it not been for the Grace of Allah upon you and
His Mercy in the present life and the hereafter, indeed a tremendous
torment would have touched you for what you press on” (Ghali, 2002:351).
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The subject (c&\ J+a8) is preceded by the conditional participle (Y¢)), hence, the
predicate is ellipted, being interpreted as ( >3>90 = existent).
2- When the subject is an explicit expression of oath, for example:
50- M8y 2ran)
By your life, certainly, | will do.
In this construction of oath, the subject is (<), and the predicate is ellipted
being understood as (s« = my oath).
3- When the subject is followed by (duxdl 9l9); a particle indicating
association, asin
51- ailag tsyol S5
Everyone is with his own business.
This sentence indicates an implicit meaning realized as (OUjdo alag 5l S
=everyone is associated with his own business) (Ar — Rajihi, 2002:106)
6. Comparison of Ellipsis of Subject and Predicate in English and Arabic
English and Arabic differ in dealing with ellipsis, particularly, ellipsis of subject
and predicate. English makes distinction between situational and textual ellipsis,
that is, whether ellipsis occurs to avoid repetition, or because the situation
demand or allows omission of some words. Arabic, on the other hand,
distinguishes between optional and obligatory ellipsis for each of the subject and
the predicate.
6.1 Ellipsis of Subject
The subject in English is ellipted mainly in coordinated clauses to avoid
repetition:
1-He opened the door and (he) went out.
On some occasions, the subject is ellipted in simple sentences. This is a kind of
situational ellipsis where the ellipted element is understood from the situation
in which the sentence is used.
2- (1) beg your pardon.
Sometimes the operator of the sentence is ellipted with the subject
3-(I’'m ) glad to meet you.
On the other hand, the subject in Arabic is differently ellipted. Arab grammarians
refer to some cases in which the subject is optionally ellipted, and some others
in which it is obligatorily ellipted. The most common case of optional subject
ellipsis is in the responses to questions:
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52- Slie o - WhO's this?
Laeo - (This is) Mohammed

6.2 Ellipsis of predicate
Ellipsis of predicate in English occurs in comparative, coordinate, and
response constructions
26- Simon left the meeting as the sometime as Sara (left the meeting).
27- Simon left the meeting than Sara (left).
28- A: Who left the meeting first?
B: Simon (left......... )
Similarly, the most common cases of optional predicate ellipsis in Arabic are in
response and coordinate constructions.
44- 50306 1o - Who’s coming?
e -Ali
45- (Y0 gy §j3us) "lglls 5 0315 b
“It’s crop is permanent and its shade” (Ghali; 2002:254)
As with the subject ellipsis, Arab grammarians refer to certain cases in which the
predicate is obligatorily ellipted.
6.3 Ellipsis of Both the subject and the predicate:
This ellipsis is obviously found in English, typically in subsequent clauses and
in question —answer sequences:
34- John could have been ( watching television ), but ( John ) wasn’t watching
television.
35- A:  Have you got extra exams on Monday?
B: (I have got) two exams (on Monday)
In Arabic, however, such ellipsis is not found.

7. Conclusions

After comparing English and Arabic in the ellipsis of subject and predicate, it
can be concluded that the topic is differently dealt with by the two languages,
and aspects of difference are revealing more than these of similarity. Concerning
the subject ellipsis, it is found out that the cases in which the subject is ellipted
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in English are extremely different from those in which such ellipsis occurs in
Arabic.

However, English and Arabic only meet in some occasions of the predicate
ellipsis, a case which is registered as the only similarity between the two
languages in the whole topic. Another difference may reveal in concerns with
the ellipsis of both the subject and the predicate: such ellipsis is found in English
while no examples on it are found in Arabic.
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