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 بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

 افتتاحية العدد

محمد، وعمى آلو  الحسج لله رب العالسين، والرلاة والدلام عمى خاتم الشبيين سيجنا
 وصحبو أجسعين
 وبعج...

العجد الثالث من مجمتشا )مجمة جامعة الأنبار لمعمهم الإندانية( تمك نزع بين أيجيكم 
السجمة الفرمية العمسية الخصيشة التي ترجر من كمية التخبية لمعمهم الإندانية، تحسل في 

بحثاً عمسياً يزم كافة تخررات السجمة ولسختمف الباحثين من داخل جامعة  72طياتيا 
عخاقية، فزلا عن بحهث أخخى لباحثين من بمجان عخبية الأنبار، وخارجيا من الجامعات ال

 مختمفة.
لقج بحل الأساتحة أصحاب ىحه البحهث جيجا عمسيا متسيدا كان مجعاة لقبهل نذخىا في 
مجمتشا بعج أن حكسيا محكسين من ذوي الخبخة والاختراص في مختمف الجامعات العخبية 

ىخ، والرهرة الطيبة الجسيمة، والجهىخ العمسي والعخاقية ليتم إخخاجيا بيحا الذكل العمسي البا
الخصين، فجدى الله الجسيع خيخ الجداء لسا أنتجتو قخائحيم العمسية والثقافية وسطختو أقلاميم 
ليشتفع ببحهث ىحه السجمة والحخيخة العمسية السعخوضة فييا كل القارئين من باحثين وطمبة 

 وميتسين.
ج السعطاء من رئيذ وأعزاء ىيئة التحخيخ والجعم إن العطاء الثَخ من الباحثين والجي

الكبيخ من رئاسة جامعتشا، وعسادة كميتشا يحث الخطه بشا لمهصهل إلى الغاية السخجهة 
السشذهدة في دخهل مجمتشا ضسن السدتهعبات العالسية لمشذخ العمسي. لحا وجب التشهيو بأنشا 

و للارتقاء بأعجاد مجمتشا والهصهل بيا برجد التحجيث السدتسخ والستهاصل لذخوط الشذخ وآليت
إلى مكانة عمسية أرقى وأسسى تزاىي السجلات العمسية ذات السدتهيات الستقجمة، ولتداىم 
بفاعمية في حخكة الشذخ والبحث العمسي العخبي سعيا لتعديد مكانة البحث العمسي وتهسيع 

حجا من عهامل رقي الأمم ومؤشخا آفاقو في البمجان العخبية لأن البحث العمسي كان وما يدال وا
 اعمى تقجميا... ومن الله التهفيق

 
 

 فؤاد محمد فريحد. م..أ
 التحرير هيئة رئيس
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 تعليمات النذر في مجلة جامعة الأنبار للعلوم الإندانية
 الاجراءات والمواصفات العامة للبحث: -
لشذخ الأبحاث العمسية في مجال  مجمة جامعة الانبار لمعمهم الاندانية، مجمة عمسية دورية محكسة، -

والعمهم ، والاعلام، والاجتساع ، والعمهم التخبهية والشفدية،: التاريخ، والجغخافياالعمهم الاندانية الاتية
 اعجاد سشهياً. 4، والفمدفة، وترجر بهاقع الدياسية

وفق السهاصفات   /https://juah.uoanbar.edu.iq عمى السهقع الالكتخوني لمسجمةيقجم الباحث  -
، وبسدافتين بسا في ذلك الحهاشي اليهامر والسخاجع والججاول والسلاحق، A 4الاتية: حجم الهرق 

 سم او اكثخ اعمى واسفل وعمى جانبي الرفحة . 7,2وبحهاشي واسعة 
فقا يفيج ان البحث او ما يذابيو لم يدبق نذخه، ولم يقجم لأي جية اخخى يقجم الباحث خطابا مخا -

 داخل العخاق او خارجو، ولحين انتياء اجخاءات البحث.
 صفحة. 72يكهن الحج الاقرى لعجد صفحات البحث  -
بالمغة العخبية او المغة الانكميدية ومطبهع عمى الالة الحاسبة بخط  يكهن البحث مكتهبا بمغة سميسة -

Simplified Arabic تسييد العشاوين الخئيدة والفخعية، عمى ان يتم 44حجم. 
يبيا بالتتابع كسا ،عمى ان يتم تخت44، بخط حجم وفق نظام شيكاغه لمتهثيقتكتب اليهامر والسخاجع  -

وبالمغتين العخبية  جةىجائياً حدب السشيجية العمسية السعتس ، ويكهن تشظيم السخاجعوردت في الستن
 .ميديةوالانك

 .السجمةتؤول كافة حقهق الشذخ الى  -
 .ولا تعبخ بالزخورة عن راي السجمة، تعبخ البحهث عن اراء اصحابيا -
 بيانات الباحث والملخص: -
: عشهان ، وتذسل الاتي، وبالمغتين العخبية والانكميديةوببحثو لباحث بتقجيم البيانات الخاصة بويمدم ا -

عخبي  –، وممخرين وعشاوين الباحثين، ورقم الياتف الشقال، والبخيج الالكتخوني ءالبحث، أسسا
من البحث، والسشيج ، واليجف يحتهيان الكمسات السفتاحية لمبحثكمسة  722بحج اقرى  –وانكميدي 

 .فحهى الشتائج التي تهصل  الييا، و الستبع بالبحث
 :ادوات البحث والججاول -
ن يقجم ندخة كاممة ، فعمى الباحث او غيخىا من ادوات جسع السعمهماتااذا استخجم الباحث استبانة  -

 .م ورودىا في صمب البحث او ملاحقو، ان لم يكن قج تمن تمك الاداة 
، عمى ان A 4اذا تزسن البحث ججاول او اشكال يفزل ان لا يديج عخضيا عن حجم الرفحة  -

 .تطبع ضسن الستن
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 و  
 

 .مباشخة، ويكهن عشهانو في اسفمو فييا يهضع الذكل بعج الفقخة التي يذار اليو -
 .مباشخة، ويكهن عشهانو في اعلاه يهضع الججول بعج الفقخة التي يذار اليو فييا -
 :تقويم البحوث -
التحخيخ لتقخيخ اىميتيا  تخزع جسيع البحهث السخسمة الى السجمة الى فحز اولي من قبل ىيئة -

 .ان الاسبابعن قبهل البحث دون بي ، ويحق ليا ان تعتحرلمتحكيم
، وقج يطمب من الباحث اذا العمسي بسا يزسن رصانتيا العمسيةجسيع البحهث لمتقهيم  تخزع -

 .مخاجعة بحثو لإجخاء تعجيلات عميواقتزى الامخ 
 :المدتلات -
 ، تخسل الى عشهان الباحث السثبت بالبحث.عن بحثو ةحث السشذهر ندختين مدتميسشح صاحب الب -
 :اجور النذر -
واذا  الف ديشار عخاقي،وخسدة وعذخون  مائة 472,222والبالغة بتدجيج اجهر الشذخ،يقهم الباحث  -

 .الاف ديشار عخاقي عن كل صفحة خسدة 2,222صفحة تزاف 72زادت صفحات البحث عن
 .نتاجاتيم العمسية مجاناتشذخ   خارج العخاقمن  هن الباحث -
 الاشتراك الدنوي : -
 مائة الف ديشار عخاقي.472,222الافخاد داخل العخاق                   -
 مائة وخسدهن الف ديشار عخاقي.422,222السؤسدات داخل العخاق               -
 مائة وخسدهن دولار او ما يعادليا. 422خارج العخاق                          -
 :  المراسلات -
 مجمة جامعة الأنبار لمعمهم الإندانية  –جامعة الأنبار  –: جسيهرية العخاق تهجو السخاسلات الى  -
 /https://www.juah.uoanbar.edu.iqالسهقع الالكتخوني  لمسجمة  -
 22052402270ىاتف رئيذ التحخيخ: -
 22077225442ىاتف مجيخ التحخيخ : -

- E-mail : juah@uoanbar.edu.iq 
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Abstract: 

Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) refers to 

the use of smart mobile ‎devices, such as smartphones and 

tablets, to support language learning processes. ‎With the 

widespread adoption of mobile technology, MALL has 

gained significant ‎attention in recent years as promising 

technology to language learning and teaching. ‎Currently, 

MALL is considered as of significant potential to 

enhance language ‎learning and teaching outcomes by 

supporting learner engagement, autonomy, 

and ‎motivation. Mobile learning environment provides 

opportunities for authentic and ‎contextualized language 

use, helping learners to engage the practices of 

language ‎skills in the real world settings. This paper 

provides an overview of MALL, ‎discussing its definition, 

features, advantages, and challenges. It explores 

the ‎various applications of MALL in different language 

learning contexts and presents ‎a critical analysis of its 

effectiveness. Additionally, the paper addresses the 

future ‎prospects and potential advancements in MALL, 

considering the evolving landscape ‎of mobile technology 

and language learning.‎  
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 الملخص:

الياتف المحمؽل إلى استخجام الأجيدة المحمؽلة يذيخ مرطمح تعمػ المغة بمداعجة 
والأجيدة المؽحية في تعمػ المغة. ومع الاستخجام المتدايج لتقنية اليؽاتف  مثل اليؽاتف الحكية 

اىتماما ممحؽظا في الدنؽات الأخيخة باعتباره تقنية واعجة  المحمؽلة أكتدب ىحا التخرص 
المغة بمداعجة الياتف المحمؽل مؼ  عتبخ تعمػ لتعمػ المغة وتجريديا. وفي الؽقت الحاضخ ي

انجماج المتعمميؼ  الإمكانيات المعتمجة لتعديد مخخجات تعمػ المغة وتجريديا مؼ خلال تعديد 
واستقلاليتيػ وانجفاعيػ لتعمػ المغة حيث تؽفخ بيئة التعميػ مؼ خلال الياتف المحمؽل فخصة 

مى الانغماس في أنذطة تعمػ الميارات المغؽية للاستخجام الحقيقي لمغة مما يداعج الطمبة ع 
ىحه الجراسة إلى تقجيػ فيػ شامل ومعمق عؼ تعمػ المغة بمداعجة الياتف  بذكل واقعي. تيجف 

التعخيف بيحا المجال وتبيان خرائرو وفؽائجه وإبخاز  المحمؽل عؼ طخيق استعخاض 
ة كحلغ التطبيقات المتنؽعة الجراس التحجيات والمذكلات التي تؽاجو مدتخجميو. وتدتعخض 

خلال تقجيػ تحميل نقجي  ليحا التخرص والمدتخجمة في المؽاقف التعميمية المختمفة وذلغ مؼ 
والتطؽرات  لفاعمية ىحه التطبيقات. بالإضافة إلى ذلغ, تتناول الجراسة الآفاق المدتقبمية 

في مجال التكنؽلؽجيا المحتممة ليحا المجال مع الأخح بنعخ الاعتبار التطؽرات الحالية 
   المغة.  وعلاقتو بتعمػ 

 الكلمات المفتاحية
تعلم اللغة بمداعدة الهاتف المحمهل, التعلم عن طريق الهاتف المحمهل, تعلم اللغة, تقنية 

  الهاتف المحمهل
 1.   Introduction 

1.1  Background 

The rapid expansion of mobile technologies has caused a 

considerable impact in the various aspects of human life, education is 

not an exception. Language learning and teaching, in particular, has 

promoted by the integration of mobile devices into educational 

processes. Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) is a promising 

field that 
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involves the use of mobile devices and applications to support language 

learning and teaching. In his study (Yang, 2013) confirmed that the 

availability of immeasurable language learning apps, online resources, 

and communication tools, MALL offers learners an exceptional 

opportunity to enhance their language skills anytime and anywhere. 

The widespread adoption and advancements in mobile 

technology have had a profound impact on various aspects of our lives, 

including education and language learning (Cakmak, 2019). Mobile 

devices, such as smartphones and tablets, have become integral tools 

for communication, information access, and entertainment. Leveraging 

the power and ubiquity of these devices, Mobile Assisted Language 

Learning (MALL) has emerged as an innovative approach to language 

education that combines traditional teaching methods with mobile 

technology to enhance language learning experiences (Hulme, 2021). 

Mobile Assisted Language Learning environment represents an 

alternative to traditional approaches of language learning by allowing 

learners to access various language resources, practice language skills 

and participate in interactive activities anytime, anywhere via their 

mobile devices. With the ability to connect to the internet, mobile 

devices offer a wealth of language learning applications, online 

courses, multimedia resources and collaborative platforms that cater to 

the diverse needs and preferences of learners (Kukulska, 2009). 

According to Sam (2021), the primary advantage of MALL lies 

in its ability to make language learning more accessible, flexible, and 

personalized. Learners can utilize their mobile devices to access a wide 

range of language learning materials and tools, such as vocabulary 

flashcards, grammar exercises, pronunciation guides, and language 

learning apps. According to (Sato, 2015) these resources are often 

designed to be interactive and engaging, providing learners with 

immediate feedback, progress tracking, and adaptive learning features. 

Furthermore, MALL fosters autonomous and self-directed 

learning, empowering learners to take ownership of their language 

learning journey (Haerazi, 2023). Mobile devices allow learners to set 

their own pace, choose learning materials according to their interests 

and proficiency levels, and practice language skills through interactive 

exercises and multimedia content (Jeong, 2022). The ability to learn 

with movement also means that learners can maximize their language 

learning opportunities during commuting, waiting periods, or any other 

free moments in their daily lives. 
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MALL has demonstrated great potential in catering to the 

diverse needs of language learners, including students in formal 

educational settings, professionals seeking to improve their language 

proficiency, and individuals interested in learning a new language for 

personal growth or travel purposes (Yang, 2013). Additionally, MALL 

has proven particularly effective for learners who require flexible 

learning schedules or have limited access to traditional classroom 

environments. 

As MALL continues to evolve, researchers and educators are 

exploring various pedagogical approaches, instructional strategies, and 

mobile learning technologies to optimize language learning outcomes 

(Bernacki, 2020). Mobile phone applications have great potential as 

effective pedagogical tools with features such as accessibility, 

manageable interface, and multifunctional components. The 

researchers are investigating the effectiveness of mobile applications, 

social media platforms, augmented reality, and virtual reality in 

language learning contexts. However, while MALL offers numerous 

advantages, it also presents challenges and considerations (Ozer, 2018). 

Issues such as learner motivation, engagement, distraction 

management, pedagogical design, and the digital divide need to be 

addressed to ensure the effective integration of mobile technology in 

language learning. 

In his study (Tra, 2020) showed that Mobile Assisted Language 

Learning (MALL) harnesses the potential of mobile devices to 

revolutionize language education. By providing learners with access to 

a collection of language learning resources, tools, and interactive 

activities, MALL empowers learners to take charge of their language 

learning journey, anytime and anywhere. As technology continues to 

advance, MALL holds immense promise for the future of language 

education, offering personalized and flexible learning experiences that 

cater to the diverse needs of language learners. 

1.2 Research Objective 

The main objective of this research is to provide a general 

overview of the field of Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL). 

This is planned to be achieved by  providing a broad and complete 

understanding of MALL different perspectives by examining its 

definitions, characteristics, advantages, challenges, and applications. 

Furthermore, the paper critically examines the effectiveness of MALL 

based on authentic research studies and identifies potential advances 



 

)5844)  
 

JUAH- Vol 20, ISSUE, 3,2023 ISSN 1995-8463/ E. ISSN 2706-6673 

and future prospects in the field. 

2. Mobile Assisted Language Learning 

 2.1 Definition of MALL 

Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) can be defined as 

the integration of mobile technology, such as smartphones, tablets, and 

wearable devices, into language learning processes (Keengwe, 2014). It 

involves the use of mobile applications, online resources, and 

communication tools to support learners in acquiring and developing 

their language skills. MALL offers learners the flexibility and 

convenience to learn languages at their own pace, independent of time 

and location constraints. 

According to the International Association for Mobile Learning 

(IAmLearn): "MALL refers to language learning facilitated by mobile 

devices such as personal digital assistants, smartphones, multimedia 

players, tablet computers, and mobile phones. It encompasses self-

access learning, collaboration with peers and experts, language practice 

with native speakers, and the development of language learning 

materials." [Reference: IAmLearn - Mobile Assisted Language 

Learning] 

Kukulska (2018) defined MALL as "MALL refers to learning 

with mobile technologies, often with a focus on formal or informal 

language learning or the use of language learning applications." (pp. 

217-235) 

"MALL encompasses the use of portable digital devices such as 

smartphones, tablets, and portable media players for language learning 

and teaching purposes. It involves the integration of these devices into 

language learning and teaching practices, allowing learners to access 

learning materials and engage in language learning activities anytime 

and anywhere." (Chaka, 2017: pp 217-231) 

These definitions presented a complete understanding of Mobile 

Assisted Language Learning (MALL) as the utilization of mobile 

devices to facilitate language learning, including self-directed learning, 

collaboration, practice, and the development of language learning 

materials (Zain, 2021). 

2.2 Features of Mobile Assisted Language Learning 

The key features of MALL include portability, ubiquity, 

interactivity, personalization, and connectivity (Okazaki, 2013). 

Portability refers to the ease with which mobile devices can be carried 

and used anywhere, allowing learners to engage in language learning 
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activities on the go. Ubiquity implies the widespread availability of 

mobile devices and internet connectivity, enabling learners to access 

language learning resources and tools anytime. Interactivity 

emphasizes the interactive nature of mobile applications and tools that 

facilitate active participation and engagement. Personalization 

according to (Ladkin, 2015) denotes the ability to customize learning 

experiences according to individual preferences, learning styles, and 

proficiency levels. Connectivity highlights the communication and 

collaboration opportunities that mobile devices offer, enabling learners 

to interact with native speakers, peers, and language learning 

communities. 

3. Advantages of Mobile Assisted Language Learning 

 3.1 Flexibility and Convenience 

One of the key advantages of MALL is its flexibility and convenience. 

Learners can access language learning resources, practice exercises, 

and interactive materials anytime, anywhere from their mobile devices. 

This flexibility allows learners to fit language learning into their daily 

routines, making it more practical and accessible. 

Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) applications offer 

learners unparalleled flexibility in their language learning endeavors 

(Wardak, 2020). With the use of mobile devices, learners can access 

language learning resources and engage in interactive activities at their 

convenience, regardless of time and location.  

MALL applications offer learners the freedom to learn anytime, 

anywhere. Learners can use their mobile devices to access language 

learning materials such as vocabulary flashcards, grammar exercises 

and multimedia content, even while commuting or in their free time. 

This flexibility allows learners to maximize their learning opportunities 

and fit language learning into their busy schedules (Kukulska & Shield, 

2008). 

Moreover, MALL applications often offer personalized learning 

experiences. Learners can choose materials and activities that match 

their interests, proficiency levels, and learning goals. According to 

(Stockwell, 2013), this customization promotes learner autonomy and 

self-directed learning, empowering learners to tailor their language 

learning experience according to their individual needs. 

In formal contexts, learners often appear to request subsidies for 

their studies to motivate them to use mobile devices to support their 

learning, while learners in informal contexts appear to place less 
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emphasis on cost and having access to learning materials at will meet 

their own needs. 

3.2 Personalized and Customized Learning 

The prevalence of smart phones and other mobile devices has opened 

up new avenues for personalized applications (Davidson, 2014). 

MALL offers learners the opportunity to personalize their language 

learning experiences based on their specific needs, interests, and 

proficiency levels. Mobile applications and platforms often provide 

adaptive learning features, allowing learners to set their learning goals, 

track their progress, and receive tailored feedback. Learners can also 

choose from a wide range of language learning apps and resources that 

suit their preferred learning styles and methodologies. 

One of the key advantages of Mobile Assisted Language 

Learning (MALL) is the ability to personalize and customize language 

learning experiences to meet the individual needs and preferences of 

learners. MALL applications provide learners with a range of options 

to tailor their learning journey, leading to more effective and engaging 

language acquisition. 

There are different mobile devices in the market well-suited to 

the needs of different users. The main activities can be performed by 

many mobile phones. However, for language learning, the cost and 

technologies related to the mobile devices should be taken into 

consideration. Such learners can use their customized mobile devices 

for language learning based on their own abilities (Mingah & Nizarat, 

2012) 

Personalization in MALL allows learners to choose learning 

materials, activities, and resources that align with their interests, 

proficiency levels, and learning goals (Aguilar, 2018) . Learners can 

access a variety of language learning apps, multimedia content, and 

interactive exercises that cater to their specific needs. This 

personalization fosters a sense of ownership and motivation, as learners 

feel more engaged and invested in their language learning process. 

Customization in MALL goes beyond material selection. 

Learners can customize the learning pace, progression, and feedback 

mechanisms according to their preferences (Kukulska, 2016). MALL 

applications often provide features such as adaptive learning 

algorithms, progress tracking, and personalized feedback, allowing 

learners to receive tailored support and adapt their learning journey 

based on their strengths and weaknesses. 
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Moreover, MALL applications enable learners to learn at their 

own convenience, anytime and anywhere. Learners can choose when 

and where to engage in language learning activities, making it easier to 

integrate learning into their daily lives and routines. This flexibility 

allows learners to take advantage of small pockets of time, such as 

commuting or waiting, for language practice. 

3.3 Engagement and Motivation 

Mobile devices provide learners with interactive and multimedia-rich 

learning experiences, which can significantly enhance engagement and 

motivation. Gamified language learning apps, immersive language 

practice exercises, and multimedia content make language learning 

more enjoyable and stimulating. Furthermore, the integration of social 

and collaborative features in mobile applications fosters peer 

interaction, competition, and community building, further enhancing 

learner engagement (Kukulska & Shield, 2008). 

MALL applications have shown a remarkable ability to increase 

engagement and motivation in language learning. By leveraging the 

interactive and multimedia features of mobile devices, these 

applications offer a dynamic and immersive learning experience that 

captivates learners' attention.  

MALL applications employ various techniques to enhance 

engagement. They often incorporate gamification elements, such as 

challenges, rewards, and progress tracking, which create a sense of 

achievement and motivate learners to continue their language learning 

journey (Stockwell, 2013). The interactive nature of MALL 

applications, including quizzes, language games, and multimedia 

content, fosters active participation, keeping learners engaged and 

invested in the learning process. 

Furthermore, MALL applications tap into learners' intrinsic 

motivation by allowing them to choose materials and activities aligned 

with their interests and learning preferences. Learners can explore 

topics they find engaging, access authentic resources, and interact with 

real-life language scenarios through audio, video, and interactive 

exercises (Kukulska & Shield, 2007). This personalization and 

relevance of content enhance learners' motivation and make language 

learning more enjoyable.  

3.4 Collaborative Learning Opportunities 

MALL facilitates collaborative learning by connecting learners 

with native speakers, peers, and language learning communities. 
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Learners can engage in language exchange programs, participate in 

online forums, and join virtual language learning communities to 

practice their language skills, receive feedback, and gain cultural 

insights. Collaborative activities encourage peer interaction, cultural 

exchange, and the development of communicative competence 

(Troussas, Virvou, & Alepis, 2014).  

Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) applications offer 

collaborative learning opportunities that foster interaction, 

communication, and cooperation among learners. These applications 

leverage mobile technology to connect learners, facilitate peer-to-peer 

collaboration, and promote a sense of community. 

MALL applications enable learners to engage in collaborative 

activities such as language practice, group discussions, and virtual 

language exchanges. Learners can connect with fellow language 

learners or native speakers through online platforms, social media 

groups, or language learning communities within the application. These 

collaborative features encourage learners to communicate in the target 

language, exchange ideas, receive feedback, and support each other's 

language learning journey (Kukulska & Shield, 2007). 

Additionally, MALL applications often incorporate interactive 

features like chat functions, discussion forums, and collaborative 

projects. These features allow learners to work together on language-

related tasks, share resources, and provide mutual support. 

Collaborative learning in MALL applications promotes a social and 

interactive environment, enhancing learners' language proficiency and 

building their communicative competence. 

3.5 Authentic Language Use 

Mobile devices provide learners with authentic language use 

opportunities through various features. Language learning apps often 

include real-life dialogues, videos, and audio recordings that expose 

learners to natural language use. Additionally, learners can access 

authentic materials, such as news articles, podcasts, and social media 

platforms, to develop their listening, reading, and writing skills in a 

real-world context (Nino, 2015) 

MALL applications facilitate authentic language use by 

providing learners with access to real-world language resources and 

interactive activities. These applications offer authentic texts, audio, 

and video materials that reflect natural language use in various 

contexts. Learners can engage with authentic content such as news 



 

)5822)  
 

JUAH- Vol 20, ISSUE, 3,2023 ISSN 1995-8463/ E. ISSN 2706-6673 

articles, podcasts, videos, and social media posts, allowing them to 

develop skills for understanding and using language in authentic 

situations. According to (Kukulska & Viberg, 2018), by experiencing 

authentic language use through MALL applications, learners gain 

exposure to natural language patterns, cultural nuances, and context-

specific vocabulary, enhancing their overall language proficiency and 

communicative competence. 

4. MALL Challenges and Limitations  

4.1 Technical Limitations 

Despite the development in mobile technology, certain technical 

limitations can obstruct the effectiveness of MALL applications. 

Limited storage capacity, battery life, and screen size of mobile devices 

can restrict the types and amount of learning materials that can be 

accessed. Additionally, network connectivity issues and compatibility 

problems with different operating systems and devices can pose 

challenges to seamless learning experiences. 

Internet connections plays a critical role in deciding the quality 

of learning through mobile devices. For example, 30GB on average 

seems huge, but it may not be enough to hold high-definition (HD) 

audio and video files. HD audio and video files can be stored in the 

mobile phone memory, but they affect the system functionality and 

occupy more storage space. Moreover, users might face slow 

processing speed and sometime the data might be corrupted (Khan, 

2018).  

Matin (2017) states that the problems related to WiFi or mobile 

data connections and the speed of the mobile network depend on the 

speed of the Internet. Cellular network speed depends on the data 

provider and where people live. However, with the emergence of new 

technologies and the advancement from 4G to 5G network connections, 

developed countries are accelerating in the field of technology-

enhanced learning. In addition, not everyone can have specific software 

to run the files needed for learning purposes. In the context of learning 

with mobile devices, studies suggest that learners shift their learning 

habits due to the novelty effect. 

4.2 Pedagogical Challenges 

MALL implementation requires careful consideration of 

pedagogical strategies and approaches (Khan, 2018). Language 

teachers and instructors need to design appropriate activities, select 

suitable apps, and provide guidance to learners to ensure effective 
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language learning. Integrating MALL into the curriculum and aligning 

it with learning objectives can be a complex task, as it requires 

balancing technology-enhanced learning with traditional classroom 

instruction. 

Learners prefer m-learning when they are not in the classroom. 

Any learning activity requires effort and brain work. After class hours, 

learners prefer to relax and how many of them want to study or learn 

rather than relax on the bus or in the car on the way home after a long 

day of study? When they come home and want to study, mobile devices 

probably won't be their first choice. The more likely choices would be 

computers with educational software installed, or computers with high-

speed Internet access for e-learning. Mobile phones are mainly used for 

communication with other people and not for educational purposes. 

The foundations of learning are still not changing with mobile learning 

(Razak, 2004). M-learning does not replace traditional learning, it is 

just a different way of learning using new technologies. A study 

conducted by a psychological society in 2017 identified that the fear of 

losing smartphones is compared to that of the fear of a terrorist attack.  

4.3 Learner Autonomy and Self-Directed Learning 

While MALL promotes learner autonomy, self-directed learning skills 

are crucial for successful engagement with mobile language learning 

resources. Learners need to possess the motivation, self-discipline, and 

time-management skills to engage in self-directed learning and make 

effective use of mobile language learning tools (Kim, 2019). Lack of 

guidance and support can lead to learners feeling overwhelmed or 

unsure about their learning progress.  

Najeeb (2013) stated that learner autonomy refers to the learner's 

ability to take control of their learning process, to make decisions and 

set goals, while self-directed learning focuses on the learner's active 

participation in the acquisition of knowledge and skills. MALL, on the 

other hand, uses mobile technology to facilitate learning anytime, 

anywhere. 

Combining learner autonomy and self-directed learning with 

MALL opens up exciting possibilities for language learners. With 

mobile devices such as smartphones and tablets, learners have access to 

a vast array of resources, including language learning apps, online 

courses, and interactive content (Alzubi, 2017). They can adapt their 

learning experiences based on their individual needs, interests, and 

learning styles. 
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4.4 Lack of Guidance and Support 

The absence of face-to-face interaction with language instructors and 

peers in MALL can sometimes result in a lack of guidance and support 

for learners. It was proved by (Mu, 2021) in a study that adequate 

scaffolding and instructional support need to be provided to learners to 

ensure they receive appropriate feedback, clarification, and guidance 

throughout their language learning journey. Language teachers play a 

crucial role in monitoring and facilitating learners' progress in the 

absence of traditional classroom settings. 

5. Applications of Mobile Assisted Language Learning  

5.1 Vocabulary Acquisition  

Mobile language learning apps offer a variety of vocabulary 

building exercises, flashcards and quizzes to help learners develop their 

vocabulary. The features of spatial repetition processes make 

vocabulary acquisition engaging and effective. 

MALL (Mobile-Assisted Language Learning) is an effective tool 

for vocabulary building. There are different strategies to enhance 

vocabulary acquisition using MALL applications. These tools are 

including the flashcard applications that are used to create personalized 

flashcards to gain new vocabulary words. Among these apps are Anki, 

Quizlet, and Memrise. Another tool is the vocabulary games which 

used to explore learning applications to offer interactive vocabulary 

games. Another significant tool that is the dictionary apps that are 

installed on smartphones to provide quick access to English words, 

definitions and antonyms. Among these apps are Merriam-Webster and 

Oxford English Dictionaries.  

5.2 Grammar and Sentence Structure Practice 

Numerous apps are developed and utilized for learning grammar. 

Mobile apps provide interactive grammar exercises, sentence-building 

activities, and grammar reference materials to help learners improve 

their grammatical accuracy and sentence structure (Ponniah, 2020) . 

Learners can receive instant feedback and explanations, enabling them 

to self-correct their errors. 

Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL) applications can 

be of great use in learning and improving grammar and sentence 

structure as MALL apps provide a convenient and accessible platform 

for learners to participate in grammar practice and activities in anytime, 

from anywhere (Rajendran, 2021). These applications offer a wide 

range of interactive features that make learning grammar exciting and 
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fun. 

At present, grammar learning has been exercised through web 

based technologies where tense is a very important component in 

grammar. Grammar focused MALL applications include lessons, 

quizzes, and interactive exercises that cover various grammatical 

structures. Learners can access comprehensive explanations of 

grammar rules and examples to help them understand the principles 

behind sentence structure, verb forms, word order, and more (Refat, 

2020). In addition, MALL applications often include gaming elements 

such as rewards, badges or leader boards to motivate learners and 

encourage their progress. These features encourage a sense of 

accomplishment and competitiveness, and make grammar learning 

more exciting and memorable. 

In most of the apps MALL applications provide instant feedback 

on grammar practices, allowing the learners to identify and to correct 

their mistakes in real time. This feedback helps reinforce accurate 

grammar usage and prevents the development of incorrect language 

forms. Some advantages pointed out by students were that it has 

various levels to help you build up, you are given feedback and you can 

see your improvements over time (Nino, 2015). 

With MALL Grammar Learning App, learners can personalize 

their learning experience, track their progress, and revisit difficult 

topics at their own pace. This flexibility encourages self-directed 

learning and allows learners to focus on areas that need improvement.  

5.3 Listening and Speaking Development 

As explained by (Stockwell, 2013), mobile devices allow learners to 

practice listening and speaking skills through audio and video 

recordings, pronunciation exercises, and language exchange platforms. 

Learners can improve their listening comprehension, speaking fluency, 

and pronunciation accuracy at their own pace. 

Mobile Assisted Language Learning applications play a vital role 

in the development of listening and speaking skills among English 

learners in different contexts. These apps offer learners with the 

opportunity to practice listening and speaking in a suitable and 

interactive way (Mortazavi, 2021)  

MALL applications that focus on listening skills provide a wide 

range of audio materials such as podcasts, dialogues and recordings by 

native speakers. Learners can use these resources to improve their 

listening skills, become familiar with natural speech pattern, and 
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improve their ability to understand different dialects and speeches.  

There are several fields of mobile-based language learning 

include such as vocabulary, reading comprehension, listening, 

speaking, pronunciation, phonetics, etc. Speaking MALL apps often 

include speech recognition technologies and interactive speaking 

exercises (Alzatma, 2020) . Learners can practice pronunciation, 

intonation, and fluency by repeating phrases, engaging in simulated 

conversations, or recording their own speech and comparing it to native 

speaker learning models. 

5.4 Reading and Writing Enhancement 

Mobile applications offer reading materials, e-books, and 

interactive writing exercises that foster reading comprehension and 

writing skills development. Communicating effectively using different 

technological tools is one of the essential skills in the digital age of 

communication. Learners can engage in extensive reading, analyze 

authentic texts, and receive automated feedback to enhance their 

reading and writing proficiency. 

MALL applications offer enormous potentials for developing 

reading and writing skills. Leveraging the convenience and spreading 

of smartphones and tablets, these applications allow learners to 

participate in language learning activities anytime, anywhere (Nezarat, 

2012).  

Reading and writing practices help learners to enhance their 

vocabulary acquisition, and vocabulary knowledge, in turn, helps them 

to promote reading comprehension. Reading and writing activities can 

be offered to learners either via a well-designed learning course 

installed on the mobile devices or through SMS sent to the learners. 

MALL applications provide a range of reading comprehension 

features. They present interactive texts with fixed dictionaries so 

learners can quickly access word meanings and deepen their 

understanding. In addition, these applications often contain multimedia 

items such as audio recordings and videos, which improve 

pronunciation and listening comprehension (Zamborova, 2020). 

Personalized feedback and progress tracking allow learners to monitor 

their progress over time. 

Concerning writing improvement practices, there are numerous 

strategies that can possibly adopted in the process of English learning 

especially in order to improve the students’ writing skills. Recently, 

technology has an important role in enhancing and facilitating English 
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language teaching and learning (Jassim et al, 2019). 

For the purpose of developing writing skills, MALL applications 

present valuable tools and resources for learners. They provide writing 

prompts, grammar and vocabulary practice, and grammar correction 

features to enable learners develop their writing skills. The applications 

are often integrated with technologies like natural language processing 

to provide quick feedback on grammar activities, spelling, and sentence 

structure exercises  to improve the accuracy in writing. According to 

(Winardi, 2020), the benefits of MALL applications go beyond 

convenience and accessibility to provide authentic writing 

improvement facilities. 

According to that, MALL applications provide a promising 

opportunity to improve reading and writing skills for learners in 

various situations. Leveraging the power of mobile devices and 

innovative technologies, these applications provide learners with 

interactive and personalized language learning experiences that lead to 

improved reading and writing skills and confidence (Goyal, 2021).  

6. Future Prospects of MALL Applications  

The developments in modern communication technologies and natural 

language processing present promising prospects for MALL 

applications in EFL and ESL language learning contexts. Mobile 

applications can provide personalized feedbacks, and adaptive learning 

exercises. Natural language processing technologies can enable 

language learners to work together with mobile devices via voice 

recognition and natural language understanding, enhancing the 

authenticity of language practice. 

Another future potential of MALL applications is the gaming 

and game based learning practices which have already made a 

considerable impact in language learning. This impact is caused from 

the enjoyment and fun associated with the use of MALL applications 

(Kukulska & Shield, 2008).  The integration of gamified elements, such 

as rewards, challenges, and leader boards, in mobile language learning 

applications may develop motivation, engagement, and  language 

learning outcomes. As it is concluded in Leowin (2019) study, the 

game-based learning approaches can present interactive and 

experiential learning opportunities, making language learning 

enjoyable, interesting and effective. 

The promising future of Mobile Assisted Language Learning 

applications is represented in the advancement of adaptive and 
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personalized learning. Using the learner data and algorithms, MALL 

platforms can dynamically adjust learning content, pace, and difficulty 

levels to suit individual learners' needs. Adaptive and personalized 

learning approaches can optimize learning outcomes and cater to 

diverse learner profiles. Whether they are welcomed right now or not, 

mobile devices are finding their way into classrooms and we must 

ensure that educational practice can include these technologies in 

productive ways. In the future, the success of learning and teaching 

with mobile technologies will be measured by how seamlessly it 

weaves itself into our daily lives, with the greatest success 

paradoxically occurring at the point where we do not recognize it as 

learning at all (Odeh, 2014).  

7.  Conclusion  

Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) has emerged as a 

powerful tool in language learning and teaching, offering various 

benefits such as flexibility, personalization, increased engagement, 

collaborative learning and authentic language use. In  spite of some 

challenges and limitation aspects, MALL has revealed a positive effect 

on learners language skills and motivation. 

The integration between mobile devices and applications in 

language learning practices and activities has changed the traditional 

language learning practices. Language learners can now access a 

immense number of resources, engage in interactive activities, and 

connect with language learning communities using their mobile 

devices. MALL empowers learners to take control of their learning, 

learn at their own pace, and engage in authentic language use. 

For the purpose of increasing the future effectiveness of MALL 

applications, future researches should explore the design and 

development of personalized and customized learning systems. 

Furthermore, investigations into the effect of the new emerging 

technologies such of MALL can provide helpful insights. Also, long-

term studies examining the sustainability and scalability of MALL 

implementation are significant and required. 

In conclusion, Mobile Assisted Language Learning (MALL) has 

the potential to cause a revolution in language learning and teaching by 

leveraging the spreading and interactivity of mobile phones. By 

addressing the effective advantages of using MALL applications, 

language learners can access personalized language learning 

experiences that serve their individual learning needs. As technology 
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continues to advance, MALL will continue to evolve, offering exciting 

possibilities for the future of language learning.  
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