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Sultan Qaboos bin Said and the Prospects of Modernization in the
Sultanate of Oman 1970-1990
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Studies
Abstract:
Sultan Qaboos bin Said’s assumption of the reins of power in 1970 was
considered the beginning of the modern renaissance of Oman. Sultan Qaboos
faced great challenges represented by long years of poverty, backwardness, and
isolation that the country experienced at the hands of the sultans who preceded
him. The Sultan summarized his work tasks in his first speech to his people: to
make the government modern and work to develop the country and make them
live happy and have a better future. The period extending from 1970 to 1990
witnessed great development that included all political, economic, social and
cultural fields. It unified the country and established a modern government. He
created infrastructure, developed the Omani economy, promoted education and
health services, opened up to the outside world, broke the cycle of isolation, and
joined many regional and international organizations.
Keywords: Sultan Qaboos, prospects for modernization, Sultanate of Oman
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