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Summary

The Afghan invasion of 1722, led by Mahmud Hotaki and the Ghilzai
Afghans, profoundly impacted the cultural and institutional landscape of
Iran. The Safavid Empire, known for its architectural grandeur,
flourishing arts, and intellectual achievements, experienced a
devastating collapse following the invasion, which saw the capture of
Isfahan and the disintegration of the Safavid state. This invasion not
only caused widespread  physical  destruction, particularly  of
architectural monuments like the Shah Mosque and Ali Qapu Palace, but
also disrupted the intellectual and religious fabric of the empire. The fall
of the Safavids led to the destruction of key educational institutions
(madrasas), the displacement of scholars and artists, and the
fragmentation of Shiite theology.

Keywords:Afghan Invasion of 1722, Safavid Empire, Mahmud Hotaki, Ghilzai
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