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Abstract
Abdullah Gul began his career in Turkish politics when he was elected as a deputy for the Alrafah Party in the
Turkish Grand National Assembly in 1991. He has played an influential role in Turkish politics since then. In
2000, he took an important step within the National Vision Movement to which he belongs, as he opposed some
of the orientations of its leader Necmettin Erbakan, and competed with Recai Kutan, the leader of the Virtue
Party supported by Erbakan, for the party’s leadership. During this period, he became one of the prominent
figures in the renewal (reformist) wing within the Virtue Party. He also participated significantly with his
comrades Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Bulent Aring in establishing the Justice and Development Party, which
has had a great influence on Turkish politics over the past two decades. In addition, Abdullah Gul assumed the
position of Prime Minister, then Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs until 2007, when he
was elected the eleventh President of the Turkish Republic on August 28 of that year. He remained in office
until the end of his legal term, and the presidency was handed over on August 28, 2014 to the twelfth President

of the Turkish Republic, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.Keywords: Abdullah Gul, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Necmettin
Erbakan, Alrafah Party, Virtue Party, Justice and Development Party.
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