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Abstract:

The novel aimed to expose the flaw in society and highlight the imbalance
and defect represented by the absolute power of men over women,
depicting them as negative, broken, and deprived beings. It also
demonstrated the vast differences between the two cultures, the Arab
culture that restricts and suppresses freedoms and the Western culture that
grants freedom to its individuals.

This is evident in the novel's protagonist, Fatima/Sophie. Fatima carries
within her the pain of her past and her physical and psychological fragility.

She is also Sophie, who lives in the present after shedding the deception of
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the past. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach and reached
several results, the most important of which is the novel's focus on various
forms and colors of violence, as well as the social violence hidden within
the fabric of society's culture.

The woman was physically violated by the protagonist of the story, and she
had no choice but to surrender. The violence led women to a state of loss
of identity and despite her attempts to assert herself in a more liberated
environment, her attempts were futile, confirming a cultural pattern deeply

rooted in the culture that views women merely as objects of pleasure.
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