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The Basris and Kufis Attitude to Dialects and their Effect on the
Variation of Quranic Readings
Abstract :
The subject of dialects and readings had aroused many disputes and
disagreements among the early grammarians of the Basri and Kufi
schools. Hence, this study is aimed to reveal their attitudes towards
Dialects used in the Quranic readings.
The study comprised three sections followed by a conclusion. The
first one discussed the dialects among the early and modern scholars
in which the early grammarians attitude was discussed which was
indifferent towards the dialects, consequently, no independent book
was authored related to this topic. Then the modern scholars attitude
towards the neglect of dialects by the early ones. No book concerning
this point was found but some lexicons mentioning some of these
readings.
While the second section is concerned with the relation between the
dialects and the Quranic readings. It included the permission given by
the Prophet (p.b.u.h) to read the Quran in seven different ways
representing the various dialects of the tribes. By that, the relation
between the dialects and readings is obvious, as the seven readings are
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in fact the seven types of dialects used by the tribes. Therefore, the
Prophet (p.b.u.h) permitted the adoption of several readings.

While the third section tackled about the Basris and Kufis attitude to
the readings and dialects. | sought to defy all the opinions stating that
the Basri school does not adopt dialects and that the Kufi school
adopts all the accepted and unaccepted dialects regardless of the basic
Arabic rules.

Finally, the conclusion outlined all the results reached through the
study.
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