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Summary
Ibn Saud’s Tribal Army : the Brotherhood
by Sadik H. al-Soudani

This article deals with Ibn Saud’s tribal
army, its foundation, its purposes and its
revolt after its gain in strength, and how
Ibn Saud finally supressed this organization.
The first seed of the Brothehood was
sown in 1912 when Shaykh Abdul Kareem
al-Maghribi began to settle the Bedouin
tribes around al-Artawiyta, an active

centre of the al-Wahabi movement in the
northeastern Najjid.

Ibn Saud, realizing the growing power
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of the Brotherhood, decided to make them
work for him and ordered all bedouins to
join his newly created tribal army. From
this date, the organization became a power-
ful tool in his hands. The Wahabites, how-
ever, realized that they were equal to the
ruling family in power and prestige and
wanted authority. Ibn Saud saw the growing
danger of this organization and decided to
liquidate it. He virtually did so in 1930 with

the unlimited support of the Iraqi and Bri-

tish governments.
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