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ABSTRACT

yasdloll

The Aouzou Strip is located on the common border between northern
Chad and southern Libya, and is 1,050 km long. The Aouzou Strip was, in its
entirety, a border dispute area between Libya and Chad. Itis believed that this strip
contains uranium, oil and gold. Libya returned it to its ownership because it
believed that the strip historically belonged to Arab lands. Under an agreement
between ltaly and France, France ceded the strip to ltaly to become part of Libya's
borders.

Libya occupied the Aouzou Strip in 1973 and considered it part of its
territory, exploiting the tension in French-Chadian relations, as well as the internal
conflict in Chad between armed factions. This conflict attracted the attention of
regional and international powers abroad, as many countries sought to provide
assistance to either Chad or Libya according to the interests of each country.

The conflict revealed the extent of the role played by each country in Chad,
as the American and French roles were decisive in achieving a presence on the
African continent in a way that guarantees their interests and limits Soviet expansion
and the ambitions of small countries in the region.

As for the Arab countries, their positions varied as responses Actions towards
Libya such as Iraq, Egypt and Sudan, the Iraqi position was based on a reaction to
the position of Libyan President Muammar Gaddafi supporting Iran in the Iran-
Iraq war, while Egypt was against the position taken by the Libyan president on the
Camp David Agreement between Egypt and the Zionist entity.

Nigeria played a role in supporting Chad by providing financial assistance
and held a conference for Chadian national reconciliation, but its efforts did not
last long, as a dispute broke out between them and Chad over Lake Chad in order
to explore for oil.

The Soviet Union supported Libya with weapons and experts, and thus the
support of other countries continued to achieve interests at the expense of the
Libyan-Chadian conflict, which did not end until a decision by the International

Court of Justice on April 13,1994 to rule on the return of the Aouzou Strip to Chad.
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