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Summary
Notes on the Methods of European

Influence and Infliteration in the Arab
Gulf before World War I

by Dr. Abdul-Jabbar Itiwi Jasim

This article discusses the reasons and
methods of the gradual European infiltra-
tion into the Arab Gulf. The author believes
that the Arab Gulf was a unique example
of international competition to dominate an
area, as Portugal, Britain, Holland, Ger-
many, Russia, France, Turkey, and Persia
all had an interest in the struggle; however
the last two powers’ interest gradually
faded after the appearance of colonial rule.
European Colonialism created the following
situations in the area:

(1) Colonial occupation became the ma-
jor obstacle to social, economic and

political development in the Arab
Gulf countries.

(2) The European countries achieved
economic and strategic gains in
this area.

(3) The British were more successful in
their methods and used this expe-
rience in their expansion policy in
other areas.

(4) Puppet rulers were created by the
European powers as a cheap me-
thod of control, which led to spora-
dic revolts.
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