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Advisory opinion to withdraw life support devices from the
brain dead - a comparative study between religions
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Abstract

This research refers to the definition of death from the perspectives of
many world religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism),
and it also explains how different religions derive their conclusions to
determine the end of life for people with brain death, so we see Judaism
divided opinion on this subject, including (Orthodox) They consider stopping
the heartbeat to be the only valid criterion for death, while Conservative and
Reform Jews see brain death as the only measure of death. In Christianity,
Catholics see the heart and lung system as the only legal determinant of
declaring death, while Eastern Orthodox Christianity believes that there are no
fixed standards on outstanding moral issues. In Islam, it is permissible to lift
artificial life support devices installed on a person if all brain functions are
permanently disrupted, even if some organs are still working due to life support
devices. In Hinduism, there is general acceptance of brain death criteria in
determining death, while Buddhism sees loss of body heat as the only

indicator of death.
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