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Abstract

The artistic ability of Salah Labaki stands out in crafting poetic
images that create a deep impact on the reader and enhance the strength
and appeal of his poems. Critics' interest in imagery emerged in their
books and studies in the early 20th century, driven by the belief that
imagery is the only way to transform the poet’s emotions and feelings
from the realm of real life into the world of art and creativity. Imagery is
considered the artistic embodiment of the poet’s emotions. Despite
modern critics differing in their definitions of poetic imagery, they agree
on its significant role in poetry. This study examines the poetic imagery in
Salah Labaki's work, and the findings indicate that he succeeded in
creating images that convey deep feelings of nostalgia, pain, and longing.
The poet portrays the strength of nature and the steadfastness of the self
despite changing circumstances, expressing his desire to remain
unchanged and unaffected. The imagery used reflects Labaki's ability to
express his experiences and thoughts creatively. His words and images
suggest a connection between nature, the soul, and the divine,
encouraging the reader to contemplate the essence of existence and the
beauty of the universe. Labaki’s poetic imagery avoids ambiguity and
strangeness, mostly drawing from memories of familiar images and
meanings inherited from poets before him. His imagery often limits itself
to describing the surface of things without delving into their depths. For
example, when Labaki describes spring, he depicts its breeze, flowers,
and sky adorned with soft clouds, and the warmth of its clear nights. His
images here are merely faithful representations of nature’s scenery,
indicating the poet’s inability to unite with the essence of nature.There
are also some images that suggest Labaki’s tendency toward sudden
descent from the universal and comprehensive to the small and
insignificant. Some metaphors hint at Labaki’s inclination to intertwine
the senses, reminiscent of the style of Symbolist poets.

Keywords: Salah Labaki, poetic image, connotations of images.
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