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Abstract

Ibrahim Aslan's novel "The Heron" is a unique example in
contemporary Arabic literature, where the skillful employment of time
and place elements is evident in constructing a cohesive narrative fabric.
This study seeks to explore the structural dimensions of these two
elements and their impact on the novel's structure and implications. The
study's problematic lies in analyzing the vital role played by time and
place elements in building "The Heron" novel, and how they are
employed to serve the narrative and semantic structure of the work. The
study aims to answer questions related to how Aslan used these elements
in shaping character identities and plot development. Study Objectives: 1.
analyze the temporal and spatial structure in the novel and reveal its
artistic and semantic dimensions. 2. Study the relationship between time
and place elements and other narrative elements in the novel.

3. Explore the role of time and place in shaping cultural and social
identity in the novel. The study relies on the analytical structural
approach, using modern literary criticism tools to deconstruct time and
place elements and analyze their relationships with other elements of the
novel.Key Findings: 1. Aslan employed time and place elements
masterfully in building the narrative structure of the novel, using various
techniques to create a complex temporal fabric reflecting the intertwining
of past and present.2. Places in the novel played a pivotal role,
transcending their function as a background for events to become active
elements carrying deep symbolic and social connotations.3. The temporal
and spatial structure contributed to creating a distinctive narrative rhythm,
alternating between speed and slowness, which reflected on the reader's
experience and interaction with the text.Future Recommendations:
1. Conduct comparative studies between the employment of time and
place in "The Heron" and other contemporary Arab novels.2. Explore the
influence of the Egyptian cultural and historical context on shaping the
temporal and spatial space in Ibrahim Aslan's other works.

Keywords: Narrative structure, Time and place, lbrahim Aslan, The
Heron, Structural analysis.
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