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The paper gives a comparative study of crude oil
transportation through pipelines and oil tankers. It shows the
merits and demerits of each way of transportation, from
economic and non-economic points of view.

The history of pipelines in Iraq is dated back to 19831, three

years after the first oil well, Baba Gurgur, struck oil in the
Northeastern region of Iraq. The first pipeline ran from Kirkouk
to Haifa in Palestine. This pipeline was cancelled after the
occupation of Palestine by the state of israel. Oil pipelines
grew in number, length and diameter through time, to become
over 8000 km; 83% of which is serves the Northern oil fields of
Iraq. The remaining 17% is for the South .

While Northern oil is carried by pipelines to Mediteranean
parts, Iraq has built three major ports in the Basrah
Governorate to serve giant oil tankers carrying crude oll

extracted from the South. In addition to the jotties built during
the 1950's in Fao where Shatt-ai-Arab pours into the Arab
Gulf, Iraq has completed the construction of Um Qasur port
and the floating port of Al-Bakr . :

The paper concludes that pipeline oil transportation costs
mere to construct, to maintain and to run, thon sea transporta-
tion of oil. Pipelines carrying Iraqi oil from the Northern region
run through other countries and hence are liable to stoppage
for political reasons. Sea transport of oil may also face the
hazards of fire, oil spilioge and ship sinking. Besides, while
giant tankers made oil shipping cheaper, they usually return
without cargo. -

Oil transportation in Iraq, however will remain using both
pipelines and sea shipping. Though the latter is more likely to
grow faster, Iraq will never go without pipelines.
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