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THE ROLE OF ARAB ECONOMIC IN-

TEGRATION AND ARAB GULF ECONO-

MIC INTEGRATION IN ECONOMIC DE-
VELOPMENT

By: Jalii Sheaon al-Bidani,
College of Administration and
Economics,

University of Basrah. Iraq
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Summary

The aim of this article is to show that the success of
economic development in the Arab Gulf countries depends
heavily on the integration of their economics. Moreover, the
success of the latter depends on the economic integration
of Arab countries as a whole. The author’s first step in rea-
ching this conclusion is to discuss the meaning, the impor-
tance. and ways of economic integration, both in theory and
in practice.
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However, the needed economic integration for the Arab
nation and Arab Gulf countries differs sharply from the one
which has been applied in the developed countries, particu-
larly in Western Europe. The former depends on economic
planning, but the latter depends on the market mechanism.
This comes mainly from the nature of the problems which face
the two kinds of countries. The problam of Arab nations
and Arab Gulf countries, as developing countries, is how
to raise and expand the production capacities of all sectors
of their economies (the supply side). The problem of deve-
loped countries is how to find markets for their production
(the demand side).
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