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Summary

The present article aims to clarify the main features of

the American concept of the Arab Gulf security in the 1970’s

from the angle of it's oil interests. The American administra-

tion consider this period as a period of great importance
because of the extensive increase of its reliance, as well as
of its allies in Western Europe and Japan, on the Arab Gulf
Oil. As a result of this reliance the continuous access to the
area’s oil reserves became vital not only for the American
‘national security”’ but for the security of western alliance
(Nato) as well from the American administration’s view-point.

The administration declared that American and Western
oil supplies from this area were threatened. The threats were
the use of oil as political weapon in the Arab-Zionist conflict,
the increasing activities of U.S.S.R in Southern Arabia and
the Horn of Africa, and the activities of the leftist movements
in the area, namely the activities of Oman Liberation Front
(OLF) in Dhufar region of the Sultanate of Oman and the
neighbouring Straits of Hormuz, the vital route for oil supplies
from the Arab Gulf.

To preserve the status quo in the area and to secure its
oil supplies from that region the American administration
aimed, since the announcement of the British withdrawal from
East of the Suez in 1968, to create a collective security al-
liance including Iran and some Arab Gulf countries, with the
exception of Iraq. After the failure of achieving such an aim,
the administration carried on a large scale programme of
arming lran to enable it to defending American and Western
oil interests in the area; also the U.S.A. strengthend other
moderate regimes in the area. Meanwhile the U.S.A. dep-
loyed some of its naval forces in the Arab Gulf and the Indian
Ocean, and looked for military bases for its airforces in the
area. But after the fall of the Shah’s regime in Iran in Feb-
ruary, 1979 and the beginning of American hostages crisis
in November, 1979 and U.S.S.R. military intervention in Afgha-
nistan in December of the same year, the American administ-
ration reconsidered seriously the plans of using military force
to secure oil supplies from the Arab Gulf area which had been
discussed since 1974. This reconsideration culminated by

+the estabiishing of what was called the Rapid Deployment
Force in March, 1980.
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